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and prayer, Christian history, the nature of Christ and the Holy 
Bible, and Biblical prophecy.
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The Church -
Support System for Growth

T.O.D. Johnston

Def. Responsibilities each agrees to in relation to one another 
and God.

I. Based on the Lordship of Christ which leads to joining others
in the same relationship with Christ.

II. Requiring performance.
Acts 2:37-47.

"37 ¶ Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation.
41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
43 ¶ And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were 
done by the apostles.
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common;
45 and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, 
as every man had need.
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart,
47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be saved."

What actions are named?
Results (verses 46,47).

Together - help each other grow:
1. Steadfast study of the apostles' doctrine.
2. A strong bond of spiritual fellowship was part of it.
3. They regularly broke bread together.
4. They continuously prayed for the Lord's will in their own 

lives and the lives of others.

Our church:
1. What does it do to train members in basic doctrines?
2. What things show fellowship here?
3. What things encourage growth in prayer?
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The Church - Support System for Growth continued

III. Under the Lordship of Jesus there should be unity as 
servants under their master. Showing - meekness, long-suffering, 
forbearance, lowliness.

"Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" - turn to 
God in prayer every time. Which is more important for us - to stay 
together, or for me to be right and have the last say?

IV. Our Calling - to be priests who share their faith to bring 
others to the Lord. We are to do everything to the glory of God and 
not ourselves.

We agree to join together for the purpose of fulfilling God's 
plan - that we would grow together toward the likeness of Christ.

V. Our covenant is to be a means that each member can be trained
fully for the good works that God has for each of us to do. We are to
support one another in this growth.

Questions:
How important should the commitment to the church be? Our 

committing our lives to God is one to One - but in committing 
ourselves to the church we do so to a group and each individual in 
that group. All being under the Lordship of Christ.

Thoughts to ponder:
What do we see as the actual reality of commitment to God and 

His church today? What other things come first? What can be done in 
addition to prayer to positively change the situation?

To advance the church:
How can you measure the advancement of our church in growth in 

the Christian life?

Ephesians 4:11-16.
"11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13 till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ:
14 that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15 but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ:
16 from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by
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that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working 
in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love."

Four tests of a growing church:
1. Development of gifts.
2. Unity.
3. Stable doctrine.
4. Church growth in number.
All members have gifts that can be used in serving God and 

others. Different gifts may be used at different times. These should 
be developed. Unity, as it grows, shows the coming under the Lordship
and a filling of the Spirit of Christ's love. Doctrine is continually
emphasized here. Is there growth - active members compared with 10 
years ago - 3 years ago?

The power to do these things is not found in human effort alone 
- but only through the mighty working of the Holy Spirit through 
God's people. The price - the giving of time, talents, and money. 
Christians should grow in the grace of giving.

Take the test. Grade our church on its growth in spirituality, 
knowledge of the Bible, and holiness of living average - below 
average or above average. Rate your own contribution to the 
advancement of the church in these areas.

Church discipline - on the positive side, it is training of the 
members in Christ-like living and service. On the negative side 
(Matthew 18:15-17) it directs the church on how to deal with a member
who is bringing about shame to the name of Christ. What can others 
observe from our lives about our commitment to Christ?

Taste the fruit - developing these calls for a strong commitment
to Christ. The Word of God is a guide for what is right. Abiding in 
Jesus and His Word produces this Christ-like fruit.

I Corinthians 4:1-2.
"1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God.
2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful."

Determine to be better. Begin today.

We are to grow in humility and self-control. Galatians 5:23 - 
"meekness, temperance: against such there is no law." Are we often 
our own worst enemy?

VI. Humility, meekness -
One under God's control
One who seeks God's will
One who puts others before himself
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Definition - the quality of properly relating yourself to God, 
to the will of God, and to others.

Self-control - temperance directed mostly inward. To be governed
by your purposes and goals rather than impulses or fleshly desires.

The Holy Spirit will lead us into self-control, to become more 
Christ-like, to be a greater help to others, and to glorify God.

Questions to ponder:
What areas of everyday life test a Christian's self-control? How

well are we doing? Have you set personal goals?
Beware of pride. Don't become proud of how humble you are. 

Christ-likeness is the guide and the goal.



Salvation: So Great, yet So Simple
T.O.D. Johnston

Acts 1:6 - "When they therefore were come together, they asked 
of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel?"

As Jesus was about to ascend to the Father, this was the last 
question the disciples asked Him. This clearly showed their 
expectations and hopes. They had heard the prophets' teachings about 
the Messiah - who would throw off the Gentile yoke and reestablish 
the Kingdom of David and bring the 1,000 years of peace.

The church age between the first and second comings of Christ 
was still a mystery to them. They had not looked for the suffering 
servant, the rejected and crucified Saviour, but a conquering 
victorious One to deliver Israel from the cruel yoke of the Romans. 
These expectations possibly were foremost in prompting the disciples 
to leave all to follow Him.

It was a shock that Jesus was accused of being a common 
criminal, and nailed to a cross to die a criminal's death. All their 
hopes were shattered, and they had all fled in fear. Although Jesus 
had foretold this suffering and taught them that He must suffer and 
die, and then rise again on the third day, they hadn't been able to 
take that in. It was beyond their understanding. They had not grasped
the meaning of Calvary.

For those days that Jesus was dead, they were utterly confused 
and without hope. Then He arose and their hopes revived. Surely now 
He would set up the Kingdom. Those forty days He spent telling them 
many things about the Kingdom but not doing anything toward it.

Finally, at the very place foretold that the Messiah would come 
to set up the Kingdom upon the earth (Zechariah 14:4), Jesus had led 
the disciples: the Mount of Olives. This was the same place where 
Peter, James, and John had seen a vision of the glory of His Kingdom 
in the Transfiguration (Matthew 17). This was the right place - He 
must be ready now to set up the Kingdom. So, their question was - 
"Lord, wilt though at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?"
(Acts 1:6.)

The answer Jesus gives them lets them know that it is not the 
time - and further, that it is not for them to know exactly when it 
was to happen. He says: "It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power." (Acts 1:7.)

One thing must be made clear - Jesus only said that the time is 
not to be known. He did not deny that He was to set up the Kingdom of
Israel as foretold by the prophets. Much speculation and confusion 
has occurred from not clearly understanding that the promises made to
Israel were not transferred to the Church. Jesus gave them the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, Who would instruct and guide them on what
was to be done in the Church Age or the interim, before He was to 
come again to set up the Kingdom.
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Though they are not to know the time, Jesus had reassured them 
that the Kingdom would ultimately be set up - then He suddenly leaves
them, and the Scripture says: "And when He had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight." (Acts 1:9.) All they could do in utter amazement
and despair was to stand there in confused silence and look: they 
"looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up..." (Acts 1:10.)

Jesus is gone. What were they to do now, without Him? But while 
they were standing and gazing up into heaven, Jesus had sent two 
messengers. Jesus must have known what they were going through and 
then sent two angels with the first message from Heaven for them.

"Behold, two men stood by them in white apparel" (Acts 1:10.) 
They were not to be left in loneliness and despair. This first 
message from the Right Hand of God would assure them and confirm 
their hope.

The two men said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" 
(Acts 1:10,11.)

Our Lord's first message after leaving was His promise to come 
back in like manner. That when He returns, the promises of the 
Kingdom would be fulfilled.

The great lesson that Jesus teaches us about His coming is that 
we are not to know the time. Jesus will return one day, and that day 
could be today. Some have tried to teach that this or that or the 
other must happen first - then the Lord will return. Some say there 
must be one great last world-wide revival, some that the Temple in 
Jerusalem must be rebuilt, or that Russia must do something against 
Israel, and so on.

Christ's coming is imminent, a powerful and comforting 
certainty. The early disciples expected His return in their day, so 
we have certainly as much, if not more, reason to expect Him today. 
This is our incentive for holy living, for service to others, and the
sharing of our faith (the Gospel) with anyone.

In Luke 12:45,46 Jesus gives us warning:
"45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his 
coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to 
eat and drink, and to be drunken;
46 the lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not 
for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in 
sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers."

Are there things that we would want to do before He comes? Are 
there things that we have done that we would want to make right? 
John, in his first letter, shows us how this blessed hope should stir
our lives to be lived for the Lord (I John 3:3).
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"And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he is pure."

Jesus pronounced a blessing upon the faithful servant in Luke 
12:42-44 -
"42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their
portion of meat in due season?
43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find 
so doing.
44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all 
that he hath."

There was a story about a caretaker of a large estate in Italy. 
The estate was owned by an extremely wealthy man who owned many 
dwellings, and lived in another country. He seldom visited this 
estate. The caretaker kept the grounds beautifully, and everything 
was immaculate.

Someone visiting the area heard of this beautiful place and how 
it was kept though the owner hardly ever came. He went in amazement 
to speak to this man. He asked him how often the owner came. The man 
said that the owner had come twice in the past 10 years.

The visitor asked, "Why do you work so hard, every day, and keep
everything so perfect when he may not come again for years?" The 
humble man said, "He may come today."

We are the stewards of everything the Lord has given to our 
care. We are the messengers to everyone we come in contact with. We 
serve Our Lord in faith that He is coming for us, that we may be with
Him forever.

Jesus calls upon us today: "Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come." (Matthew 24:42.)



When Temptation Comes
T.O.D. Johnston

Do temptations seem to come in greater fierceness or number when
you have been trying harder to do right, or when you have been closer
to God?

Jesus also experienced this: "in all points tempted as we are." 
This was a way to test or reveal before all the watching universe, 
His complete trust in the Father.

His first temptation followed the Holy Spirit's descent upon 
Him:

The Nature of the 3 temptations - Matthew 4:1-11.
"1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil.
2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was 
afterward ahungered.
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread.
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on
a pinnacle of the temple,
6 and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: 
for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God.
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and
showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;
9 and saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt
fall down and worship me.
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve.
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and 
ministered unto him."

1. satan took advantage of physical weakness.
2. satan offered Jesus an easy, spectacular way to get a 

following and prove who He was.
3. satan offered Jesus an easy way to gain the world - 

compromise and worship him.
Jesus answered each time "It is written"
Psalms 119:11 - "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might

not sin against thee." The Word of God is the best defense in any 
situation.
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Will you always resist temptation? No! Will you be discouraged? 
Not a question of if, but when!

I John 1:8 - "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us." The Bible uniquely tells the 
failures of most of its heroes. Adam, Noah, Abraham, David.

1. Paul said, "Don't worry, instead, pray." Philippians 4:6.
2. When you fail, repent. Psalms 51. I John 1:9 - "If we confess

our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Just as we forgive our own 
children freely - so we must accept God, our heavenly Father's 
forgiveness.

3. Restoration of fellowship comes through forgiveness. The 
consequences of sin are not necessarily removed. David's son dies.

Questions to ponder:
Why do Christians sin? How do you feel when you fail to live up 

to your commitment to Christ? What can you do when you sin?

I Corinthians 10:13 - "There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it." Temptations are part of God's plan - to test His people, and 
purge us of sin.

God also makes a way of escape for every temptation He allows 
satan to come at us with. It is we who give in to our own selfish 
desires.

Facing a heavy weight, a muscle strains and is exercised. To 
become stronger, more weight and more exercise are essential. As a 
weight lifter faces a training program that the coach has outlined, 
he must realize that to reach his goal to become better and stronger,
he must lift those weights.

Just so as a Christian must face the trials and testing that God
has planned for his life, and realize that only in facing those 
trials according to God's will that greater spiritual strength and 
maturity will follow.

Thoughts to ponder:
How can we help one another in times of temptation? What are 

some temptations facing those in our community? Can we do anything to
help solve these problems?

The usual attitude:
You'll never change this old world. Will one person's stand for 

what is right make any difference? Not likely!
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Daniel 1:8-21 -
"8 ¶ But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which 
he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he
might not defile himself.
9 Now God had brought Daniel into favor and tender love with the 
prince of the eunuchs.
10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the
king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he 
see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort?
then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.
11 Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set
over Daniel, Hanani'ah, Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah,
12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us
pulse to eat, and water to drink.
13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the 
countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's 
meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.
14 So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days.
15 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and 
fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of 
the king's meat.
16 Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that
they should drink; and gave them pulse.
17 ¶ As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in
all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions 
and dreams.
18 Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring 
them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before 
Nebuchadnezzar.
19 And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none
like Daniel, Hanani'ah, Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah: therefore stood they
before the king.
20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king 
inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the 
magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.
21 And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus."

The response:
Opposition, apathy, ridicule. What happens when you compromise a

little here or there?

How one person can affect one's life:
Examples in scripture -
1.) Stephen influenced Paul
2.) Ananias came to Paul in forgiveness.
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3.) Barnabas, "Son of Consolation", took Paul to the apostles 
when others were still afraid of him.

He was later to take in John Mark when Paul refused.
Encourage one another and build one another up. (I Thessalonians

5:11).
Christian life is in fellowship to encourage one another in word

and deed.

More thoughts to ponder:
Who has encouraged you in your Christian life? Did they risk or 

give up anything to do it? What difference did it make in your life? 
Who, as you think of those around you now, can you be an encourager 
to? We must be diligent and watch for opportunities to share our 
faith and help anyone who we come in contact with.



Trust Not in Ourselves, but in God
T.O.D. Johnston

II Corinthians 1:9,10.
9 but we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not 
trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:
10 who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom 
we trust that he will yet deliver us;

Our fleshly confidence with which we are puffed up, is so 
stubborn, that it cannot be overthrown in any other way than our 
being forced into utter despair. The flesh is proud, and doesn't 
willingly give up. Only the mighty hand of God can bring us down to 
true submission.

Also, the saints have some remains of this disease clinging to 
them. For this reason they are often brought into trials and 
tribulations, that stripped of all self-confidence, they may learn 
humility at the hand of God.

No man ever is completely free from sin, until God sets death 
before their eyes. Think how displeasing to God is this confidence in
ourselves, when for the purpose of correcting it, it is necessary 
that we should be condemned to death.

So it is that we must first die, in renouncing confidence in 
ourselves, conscious of our own weakness and sin. This of itself is 
not enough but only leads us to put our only hope in God, in order 
that we may be raised by His power, a confidence that rests upon God.
We must realize that God is He Who calls those things that are not, 
as though they were, and to hope in God Who raiseth the dead.

Paul says that death had been set before his eyes, that he might
therefore recognize more clearly the power of God, by which he had 
been raised up from the dead. He goes on to apply this personally to 
himself, proclaiming the grace of God, that he had been delivered 
from death, through the sacrifice of Christ Jesus.

In Whom we have an assured hope. The Lord has accomplished in 
part what He has promised. He thereupon calls us to expect what He 
has promised yet to do. He continues in the present to give us so 
many pledges, or earnests, to continue to confirm His promises.

I Peter 1:3-9.
3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4 to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you,
5 who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time.
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye
are in heaviness through manifold temptations:
7 that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold
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that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
8 whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:
9 receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

Supernatural life is a gift, because our first birth was as 
children of wrath. God was not convinced to save us because of any 
merits we had, but does so only because of His mercy. God is the only
author of our salvation, by the resurrection of Christ. This, of 
course, includes Christ's death, for without it there could have been
no raising from the dead. The resurrection is especially mentioned 
because Peter is speaking of a new life. We are born into a new life 
by the work of Christ on the Cross consummated by the new life of the
resurrection.

Verse 4 and this to an inheritance incorruptible, reserved, or 
preserved, beyond all danger, in God's hand. Peter adds the certain 
and comforting words "for you".

At the same time, our inheritance is reserved in heaven, we are 
kept by the power of God while in the world. Faith keeps us united to
God. Our security for now is God's power. This power will bring us 
unto salvation even unto the resurrection of the dead and the 
translation of the living saints. God's security for the present 
guarantees the future. We are reminded that salvation is not put off 
because it isn't ready yet, but because the time of its full 
revelation is not yet come. The day of judgment is called the last 
time because the restitution of all things is not to be expected 
before this.

This great hope of salvation is supposed to bring forth the 
fruit of spiritual joy. At the same time, the faithful will 
experience sorrow from evils. Joy is to overcome sorrow but cannot 
put an end to it. Faith gives us the peace to calmly bear all evils. 
As we regard our troubles as necessary trials for our salvation, we 
will rise above them, and also turn them to an occasion of joy. We 
should be fully persuaded that God tries His people for a cause, even
though we may not see or understand at the time. The temptations will
be manifold.

Faith is considered the most valuable thing about us, as 
compared to gold, that we should not wonder that God should require a
trial by fire to make it more valuable, as is done to gold. The dregs
of unbelief must be refined in God's furnace, that we may become pure
and clean before God. At the same time, a trial will tell if 
something is gold or fake. So it is with faith. Silver has no value 
before it is refined, so our faith has no value until it is duly 
proved by God.
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At the appearing - our spiritual lives are now hidden in Christ,
and will remain hidden, until Christ shall appear from heaven.

Our whole life leads to the destruction of the external, and all
things we suffer can be considered the preludes of death. If we are 
to behold glory and praise in our afflictions, we must look to 
Christ.

Verse 8. The cause of love is faith. This is how we love He Whom
we have not seen, nor do we now see. The eyes of faith must penetrate
into the invisible kingdom of God, and be contented with the Word.

Faith does a work in our hearts, kindling love to Christ, for 
what He is to us, what He does for us, what He is yet to do for us.

The fruit of faith is mentioned again. Joy unspeakable, exulting
in the promise of eternal life. We are to be elevated by this joy 
above the heavens, content with Christ alone, thus we will not be 
tied to the world or the flesh, or the devil.

Verse 9. This world is expert at holding all our attention, 
ensnaring by its allurements our affections. Peter sets before us the
future and spiritual life as a subject of deep meditation. The loss 
of all other things are deemed as nothing.

We are to receive salvation, the end of our faith, no less sure 
because it is put off for a time. Faith is based on the sole promise 
of gracious adoption, the Word of God alone, the Gospel of Salvation 
through Jesus, now at the right hand of the Father and interceding 
for us, until the moment He comes for us. Maranatha!



Trust Only in God
T.O.D. Johnston

May God, our Heavenly Father, give each one a new vision of our 
crucified Savior and our glorified Redeemer seated at the right hand 
of the Father in Heaven. May we have a new understanding of the 
precious price paid so that we may continue to have our sins 
forgiven. May we also see that in our exalted Lord we have a Redeemer
who is eternal and that therefore our redemption is also eternal.

We are pilgrims on the way to an eternal kingdom, passing 
through this earthly life - a place of testing, of temptation, of 
trials, joy and sorrow, of blessing and death - all meant for our 
salvation and growth in grace and maturity to become more like God's 
perfect Son. We are to learn of Him through His Word, that we also 
would be His messengers to all those around us, to tell of His Gospel
of mercy and love and forgiveness, that we might share that great 
love and constant compassion that He showed in His entire earthly 
ministry.

That we might also be a blessing to others in heartfelt 
gratitude for the immeasurable gifts He has given us. Among them are 
the greatest peace, security, faith and trust that He sustains in us 
to assure us that He is and will continue to be with us through 
everything we go through in this life, through even death. That He 
will come for us and finally that we will be with Him for eternity. 
All through this life, He holds us in His hands, as the potter holds 
the clay, to mold and shape us into what He wants us to be.

All we must do is trust Him, do our best to follow His will and 
He will take care of the rest. This should provide such faith in the 
future of our souls, that we have the security in Him that fear has 
no hold on us. If we put our trust in His eternal purpose, what would
be the point of putting our trust in people or the things in this 
temporary world?

God, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, are holding the worlds 
together, and managing the universe according to His eternal plan - 
which includes the working out of man's salvation - all decided upon 
in the counsel of God before the creation. God has carried out each 
and every part of that plan from the beginning. It has been recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures that men through the ages would have a witness
to His mercy and salvation after man's fall from grace through sin.

His promised Saviour came and died exactly as prophesied by His 
prophets - hundreds, even thousands of years earlier - even to Adam 
and Eve. Just as surely He will carry out every other promise, yet 
future, because He has the power and authority and will to do so. We 
are part of those promises and we will always be because His promises
go into eternity and He wants us to be with Him also eternally.



Why Serve God?
T.O.D. Johnston

The Book of Job
The setting is the land of Uz, thought to have been Haman, a 

region east of the sea of Galilee, extending from Edom northerly and 
easterly toward the Euphrates river. Haman was noted for its 
fertility of soil and abundant grain. Once thickly populated, it now 
is dotted with the ruins of 300 cities.

Ancient tradition identifies Job with Jobab, the second king of 
Edom (Genesis 36:33). Names and places mentioned seem to give it a 
setting among the descendants of Esau, and the time about the same as
Israel's sojourn in Egypt.

Ancient Jewish tradition gives Moses credit for the book. It can
be conjectured that during Moses' stay in Midian, which bordered on 
the Edomite country, he could have easily received the story from Job
himself or from his immediate descendants.

The book opens with an account of Job, a patriarchal Chieftain, 
or what in those times was called a King, of immense wealth and 
influence, famous for his integrity, his piety, and benevolence. A 
good man that suddenly suffered the overwhelming destruction and loss
of all he had. It stunned all those in that part of the world. 
Chapter 2 reveals satan's hand in it. Chapter 3 is Job's complaint. 
Read the scriptures Job chapters 1-3.

Job chapter 1:
1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.
2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.
3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, 
and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all 
the men of the east.
4 And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; 
and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with 
them.
5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, 
that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, 
and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for 
Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their
hearts. Thus did Job continually.
6 ¶ Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.
7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan 
answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in it.
8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright 
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?
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9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for 
nought?
10 Hast not thou made a hedge about him, and about his house, and 
about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of 
his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he 
will curse thee to thy face.
12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went 
forth from the presence of the LORD.
13 ¶ And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating 
and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house:
14 and there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were 
plowing, and the asses feeding beside them:
15 and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have
slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee.
16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The 
fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and 
the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell 
thee.
17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The 
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have 
carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the 
sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy 
sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest 
brother's house:
19 and, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and 
smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, 
and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
20 ¶ Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and 
fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,
21 and said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of the LORD.
22 ¶ In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

Job chapter 2:
1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present
himself before the LORD.
2 And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan 
answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in it.
3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,



3
Why Serve God? Continued

that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright 
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth 
fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy 
him without cause.
4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that
a man hath will he give for his life.
5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and
he will curse thee to thy face.
6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save
his life.
7 ¶ So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job 
with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.
8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat 
down among the ashes.
9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity? curse God, and die.
10 ¶ But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women 
speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.
11 ¶ Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was 
come upon him, they came every one from his own place; El'iphaz the 
Te'manite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Na'amathite: for 
they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him, and 
to comfort him.
12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, 
they lifted up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his 
mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven.
13 So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven 
nights, and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief 
was very great.

Job chapter 3:
1 After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.
2 And Job spake, and said.
3 Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it 
was said, There is a man child conceived.
4 Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, 
neither let the light shine upon it.
5 Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud dwell 
upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it.
6 As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined
unto the days of the year; 
let it not come into the number of the months.
7 Lo, let that night be solitary; let no joyful voice come therein.
8 Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready to raise up 
their mourning.
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9 Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark; let it look for 
light, but have none; neither let it see the dawning of the day:
10 because it shut not up the doors of my mother's womb, nor hid 
sorrow from mine eyes. 
11 Why died I not from the womb? Why did I not give up the ghost when
I came out of the belly?
12 Why did the knees prevent me? Or why the breasts that I should 
suck?
13 For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have 
slept: then had I been at rest,
14 with kings and counselors of the earth, which built desolate 
places for themselves;
15 or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with 
silver:
16 or as a hidden untimely birth I had not been; as infants which 
never saw light.
17 There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at 
rest.
18 There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the 
oppressor.
19 The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his 
master.
20 Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto 
the bitter in soul;
21 which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than 
for hid treasures;
22 which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the 
grave?
23 Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath 
hedged in?
24 For my sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out
like the waters.
25 For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that 
which I was afraid of is come unto me.
26 I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet 
trouble came.

The main question raised and answered is, Why Serve God? At the 
same time, this question is answered, the question of human 
suffering, and more specifically, why the righteous suffer, is also 
answered.

Though Job was not aware of it, until the very end, God had a 
great purpose for his sufferings. Certainly if Job had known the 
counsels of heaven just before his affliction, as we are permitted to
see them, and if he had known the outcome of his ordeal as God did, 
how differently he would have behaved.
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One of the basic meanings of the book is that Job did not know. 
Between the revelation of the prologue where the counsels of heaven 
are shown and the epilogue where his final enrichment and blessing 
are told, there are a group of patriarchal "wise men" theorizing and 
admonishing based upon the common beliefs of their day - under God, 
the wicked receive punishment and the righteous receive good in this 
life (still held widely today). They were ignorant of God's plans; 
they were philosophizing in the dark.

We are meant to see that there was an explanation, even though 
Job and his friends did not know it, so that when unexplainable 
affliction comes to us, we may believe that there is a purpose for it
in the counsels of heaven, and a foreknown outcome of blessing. 
Romans 8:28 - "And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose."

Job was not meant to know. If he had known, there would have 
been no place for faith; he could never come out as gold purified by 
fire. Behind all the suffering of the godly is the purpose of 
ministry: remedial, corrective, disciplinary, not judicial, not a 
penalty or punishment.

Hebrews 12:11 - "Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby."

An important question that must be met is about the counsel of 
heaven which obviously must have come by supernatural revelation. 
Throughout the Scriptures the government of God is presented in these
terms. God as seated on a throne, surrounded by cherubim and 
seraphim, ministered to by the angelic host, conducting His 
government through them. Satan (the accuser) is represented as having
access to God, as the "accuser of the brethren" in Revelation 12:10. 
He stands in the Lord's presence to accuse Joshua in Zechariah 3:1,2.
Other passages show satan as having a permitted and limited power of 
testing the Lord's people: Luke 22:31,32; I Corinthians 5:5, I 
Timothy 1:20; II Timothy 2:26.

Luke 22:31,32 - Jesus tells Peter: "And the Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren."

The implications are that the angels must periodically gather to
give an account before the great white throne; satan must also give 
account; he is compelled to come by the rule of the Most High.

God knows even the dark mind of satan, and He questions satan, 
not for information, but to compel confession. God's question, more 
literally is: "Hast thou set thine heart on (or against) my servant 
Job because there is none like him...?" Satan replies that he 
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had, but because God had hedged Job in too protectively, he had been 
unsuccessful.

Satan's activities are described as "going to and fro" and 
"walking up and down", indicating restless and continuing activity. 
This is indeed a mark of the evil one banished by God. See Isaiah 
57:20,21; Matthew 12:43. Behind all his movements are the evils of an
energizing and organizing mind.

Satan is shown to be neither omnipresent nor omniscient. He is 
at only one place at a time. While many invisible spirit beings work 
with or for satan, he is limited. God can see into all our minds, but
satan cannot. He thought he could read Job's mind, but he was 
mistaken and finally defeated. He can take possession of a human mind
(as Judas') but this is only by permission from the human side. We 
dare not underrate him, but it is foolish and impractical to overrate
him.

Much comfort can be drawn from the fact that satan can do 
nothing without Divine permission. Though free and restless as the 
continually changing seas, at the same time just as bound. (See Job 
33:2.) Though satan would destroy and ruin, God overrules for 
ultimate good.

In every permission granted to satan, there is a definite 
limitation. First, "Only upon himself put not forth thine hand" 
(1:12). When Job survives this test, further permission with a 
further limitation is given, "Behold he is in thine hand; but touch 
not his life" (2:6). Just as Pilate had no more power over Christ 
than God allowed (John 19:11).

I Corinthians 10:13 states this clearly for the Christian: 
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it."

Why does Job serve God?
Job traced the removal of his property and the loss of his 

children at once to God, and found consolation in the belief that an 
intelligent, all-knowing, and holy Sovereign presided over his 
affairs, and that He had removed only what He gave. He didn't blame 
fate, luck, the Sabeans or Chaldeans. Though satan wished to drive 
Job to curse God, the temptation lead him to bless God - showing that
he did not serve God because of the blessings received. Satan is not 
satisfied, though it is now obvious that Job does serve God for 
naught, and satan's accusation without foundation.

Satan implies in 2:4 that Job had only feigned love for God that
his life be spared, and if he is allowed to touch Job's person, since
there will be no profit left in his religion Job will give back curse
for curse. Satan first puts a suspicious question over all 
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Job's past piety, then predicts his fall. Once again, God permit's 
the mystery of affliction to touch his servant. Job is stricken with 
a hideous and apparently hopeless disease, inflamed eruptions that 
itched (2:7), maggots in ulcers (7:5), erosion of bones (30:17), 
blackening and falling off of skin (30:30), and accompanied by 
terrifying nightmares (7:14).

Job's wife advised him to curse God and die - a woman again used
to try to undo her husband. Her urging was exactly what satan wanted 
Job to do. Job's reply was even-tempered, under the circumstances. He
did not curse God. Yet, his torment was not over, for his wise 
friends were on their way. When God visited this earth in the Person 
of Jesus Christ, the question remained the same - Why serve God?

Jesus came seeking to minister, to bring to all people a 
knowledge of what God was really like, His patience, His loving 
kindness, His mercy toward those who turn to Him in faith, trusting 
His Almighty Holiness, Love and Power.

After the feeding of the five thousand, and the many miracles of
healing, many followed Jesus. He spoke these words, revealing their 
hearts' true desires: "26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, 
but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled."

A brief sermon followed in which Jesus reveals Himself as the 
Bread from Heaven, the Bread of Life - they must partake of Him - and
this is eternal life. Can we even a little imagine the feelings of 
Jesus as "many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with 
Him"? He had poured out His heart and love toward them, wishing to 
show them the way of life eternal, which was Himself, even as He was 
soon to pour out His life for their redemption. They had actually 
rejected Him and said by their going - "You're not worth serving by 
Yourself."

Imagine His heart as He turned to those few disciples left and 
said unto the 12: "Will you also go away?" Saying in this, "Do you 
also serve me also only for what you can get out of it, or do you 
follow Me for Myself?"

And may God continually bless that often bold Peter in 
responding from a deep love shed abroad in his heart:

John 6:68,69 - "Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God."

Is God worth serving for what we can get out of it, or is He 
worth serving for Himself? He has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ, 
He has loved us enough to come to this sinful earth and live for us, 
and die for us. He lives today for us, continually wishing to give us
Himself; He is our life, our wisdom, our Righteousness, our 
Sanctification, our Redemption, our Saviour, our Shepherd, our 
Friend.
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Can we say with Job in any circumstance "I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth" 
(Job 19:25). When the going gets tough, can we say with Peter, "to 
whom shall we go?"

Is not God worth serving for Himself?



Cleansing of the Heart and Life
T.O.D. Johnston

John 13:1-17.
1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour
was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the 
end.
2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;
3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he was come from God, and went to God;
4 he riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a 
towel, and girded himself.
5 After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the 
disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was 
girded.
6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost
thou wash my feet?
7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; 
but thou shalt know hereafter.
8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered
him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.
9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head.
10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his
feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.
11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not 
all clean.
12 ¶ So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, 
and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done 
to you?
13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.
14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also 
ought to wash one another's feet.
15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done 
to you. 
16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than 
his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.
17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

A Method Parable
Through the Blood of Jesus we have forgiveness for all sin. We 

are washed wholly clean. Yet, we walk in the world. We get dirty and 
need a daily cleansing of our heart and lives. Also, sometimes the 
Lord wants to cleanse us from sinful habits - this takes a longer 
washing.

God first gets our attention. He then gives us a good dose of 
truth about ourselves. Just as a clothes-washer has an agitator;
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detergent and bleach to help shake the dirt loose. John 17:17 - 
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth." John 15:3 - 
"Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you."

Events of life cause a true shaking of every human foundation - 
what we depend on: pride, self-worth, money, family, job...

Psalms 51:2-13.
2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight: 
that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when
thou judgest.
5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive
me.
6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden 
part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow.
8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoice.
9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me.
11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me.
12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy 
free Spirit.
13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto thee.

God has infinite ways of getting our attention to make us aware 
of our own selfishness and sinfulness. Communion with God has been 
broken - life is miserable. One way out: confession and forgiveness -
which will cleanse us.

After we have been thoroughly cleaned, we are hung on the line 
to dry in the heat and light of the Sun (Jesus Himself) - a new 
vision. We are then ready to be used, a clean garment which will 
bring glory to He who wears it.

John 17:1-10.
1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also 
may glorify thee:
2 as thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.
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3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do.
5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the 
glory which I had with thee before the world was.
6 ¶ I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out 
of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have
kept thy word.
7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me 
are of thee.
8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they
have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, 
and they have believed that thou didst send me.
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me; for they are thine.
10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in 
them.



Facing Life's Tensions
T.O.D. Johnston

Philippians chapter 4.
1. Exhortations; 2. Commands; 3 Grateful acknowledgments; 4. 

Customary salutations.

First Exhortations. 1. To stand fast in the Lord. 2. For two who
apparently were alienated to be reconciled; 3. He entreats his 'true 
yoke-fellow to help those women who had laboured with him in the 
gospel. (Verse 3).

Verses 4-9.
4 ¶ Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.
5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God.
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
8 ¶ Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things.
9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, 
and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

He commands them to rejoice in the Lord always; to let their 
moderation be known to all; to have no anxiety about worldly matters 
- in necessities to go to God - to do whatever was honest, just, 
pure, lovely, and of good report.

Third, a grateful acknowledgment of their kindness (verses 10-
19) that again they had showed their care in relieving his 
necessities - though he had learned to be content in whatever state 
he was in. He mentions that their church was the only one that had 
helped him in Macedonia, and more than once in Thessalonica. Their 
present offering was acceptable to God, who would abundantly reward 
them in verses 15-20.

Finally, Salutations end the chapter and the letter in verses 
21-23.

The important points:
1. The opening word 'therefore' undoubtedly refers back to the 

solemn words of the previous chapter.
Now what they are required to do. Since many professed 

Christians were not sincere - Paul exhorts these believers to stand 
fast in the Lord, that the 'citizenship' of all true Christians was 
in heaven - that Christians looked for the coming of the Lord Jesus. 
Who was to make them like unto Himself.
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Paul addresses them tenderly and earnestly in concern for their 
welfare. He is also seriously aware of their danger.

He rejoiced in their having been converted under him, in their 
holy walk, and in their friendship. He calls them his crown - an 
emblem of future reward. He thought it a high honour to have been the
means of founding such a church. He looked upon it as the diadem of 
his work for Christ Jesus.

2. Since few things hinder the cause of Christ more than 
disputes and bickering among church members, Paul calls upon two 
women to live in harmony, to be of the same mind in the Lord. Whoever
is at fault - both are exhorted to reconciliation.

3. It is our duty and privilege to always rejoice in the Lord. 
His promises are the same today as yesterday, His rule of the 
universe is the same, His mercy, His love is the same. If a Christian
will look to God and not to himself and his immediate situation, if 
he looks to heaven and not to earth, he will find continuing and 
substantial sources of joy. Only in God is this true. All other 
sources will ultimately fail us.

4. It is our privilege to commit everything to God, that no 
anxiety will be felt about anything. Only in such confidence in God 
can a person find peace - far above any that the world offers.

5. It is the duty of Christians to be upright in every way - to 
be pure, true, righteous, and lovely.

The people of the world judge the value of a person's religion 
by the character of the life of its professed members. Even as one 
sinful habit exhibited by a Christian crosses out whatever good is 
pursued, so also within a church one member who fails to lead a moral
and upright life will do much to neutralize or destroy most of the 
good that can be done by all the rest of the church.

6. It is the duty of Christians to show kindness to the 
ministers of the gospel, especially in hard times. Paul commended the
efforts of the Philippians - though this was their reasonable 
service. He had certainly done more for them. Paul at this time 
couldn't do for himself, being held prisoner and the Philippians 
responded to his need as they should. This is often not the case 
today.

7. Let us learn to be contented with our present condition 
(verses 11,12). This is a lesson Paul learned over a period of time 
by experience. It does not come naturally - we do more seeking that 
which we have not, envious of others and impatient and unsatisfied. 
If our faith is strong and our experience meaningful, we will feel 
that there is God's purpose in the way things are - whether we are 
poor, persecuted, in need, or sick - or well off and comfortable.

Paul was a prisoner, poor, among strangers, having neither
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wife nor children, about to be tried for his life and probably put to
death - yet he had learned to be content in Christ.

8. In all these things, let us put our trust in the Saviour 
(verse 13), rely on His strength, and not our own. Whether through 
prosperity or in want, through temptation and in duty, may we, 
through the immeasurable mercy and grace of God, continually confide 
in and depend on Jesus - and to practice all the duties so tenderly 
suggested to the Philippian Christians and to us by this prisoner in 
the cause of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.



Marriage
T.O.D. Johnston

Intro: to fairly judge the institution of marriage, we must go 
far beyond its status at this particular time.

Questions that would give some good answers:
What was its origin?
What part has it played through history?
How does it work within a society?
Is there another way for that work to be done?

We must, unfortunately, say that many voices in America today 
are trying to get rid of marriage altogether.

Who can we ask these questions and know that they speak the 
truth?

I suggest that we must go to the one who started it: God 
Himself. From the beginning, in the very heart of the mind of God, 
marriage was the most intimate coming together of one man and one 
woman. It was based on mutual love and faithfulness. It was a 
lifelong working together.

Sex was the outward act of the unity of two people in marriage. 
It also brought children and thereby a family. Sex took place only in
marriage and was not considered separate.

Unfortunately, today, sex outside of marriage is more common 
than marriages that last. And we have seen the result in broken 
families, a great deal of pain and heartache, hardships, loneliness, 
insecurity.

Marriage has been here since the beginning. In Genesis 2:18. God
revealed to Adam his need for a wife. He created woman for man as 
"bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh." They were to love and 
cherish each other. They were to enjoy and show this the highest 
expression of mutual affection, the closest human communion. God uses
marriage to express the depths of His love for us.

Marriage is also a solemn vow entered into freely by one man and
one woman, in which they promise their love and faithfulness to each 
other, in joy and sorrow, in health and sickness, in good times and 
in bad, as long as they both shall live.

Marriage is also the relationship which produces children and 
nourishes, teaches, and trains them until they can go out on their 
own. It is the place children are supposed to learn about real love, 
by seeing how their parents love them and each other. If they see the
great blessing of such deep and long-lasting love, they are more 
likely to seek that also in their lives.

Children who do not see this in their homes have so very little 
to go on in forming their own relationships.

This love of giving and thinking about the other person first is
God's way of demonstrating His own love for us in sending Jesus, His 
Son, to die for our sins.

Within this relationship the children are also to learn a
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respect for authority as the parents try to teach right from wrong 
and how to act responsibly.

Jesus said in Mark 10:2-12 -
2 ¶ And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a 
man to put away his wife? tempting him.
3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?
4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and 
to put her away. 
5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your 
heart he wrote you this precept.
6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and 
female. 
7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave 
to his wife;
8 and they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, 
but one flesh.
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
10 ¶ And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same 
matter.
11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and 
marry another, committeth adultery against her.
12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to 
another, she committeth adultery.

Paul said in I Corinthians 7:1-11 -
1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for 
a man not to touch a woman.
2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own 
wife, and let every woman have her own husband.
3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise 
also the wife unto the husband.
4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and 
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the 
wife.
5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time,
that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together 
again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.
6 But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.
7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath 
his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after 
that.
8 ¶ I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them 
if they abide even as I.
9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to 
marry than to burn.
10 ¶ And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not
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the wife depart from her husband:
11 but and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled 
to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.

Paul also advises a Christian not to marry a non-Christian 
because of the problem it would cause.

Marriage was from the beginning a divine institution - the most 
perfect relationship between a man and woman. Also it was the perfect
way for children to be raised.

If we turn from God's ideal and look at marriage through history
we must notice immediately that because of sin, God's ideal was 
rarely attempted. Men used marriage according to their own desires - 
sometimes having many wives, or divorcing by merely dismissing the 
wife. When marriage and the family were stable, the society was 
strong. When marriage was no longer respected and the family broken 
up - the society also was breaking up.

You may ask how or why that happened. One other character must 
be mentioned - that is the great deceiver, satan. He has taken every 
good thing created by God and tried to destroy it.

In the U.S. today, possibly as well as more than other 
countries, marriage is but a shadow of what it is supposed to be. 
Adultery is an exciting adventure. Divorce is easy, and no longer 
abnormal. Each person decides under what conditions they will marry 
and stay married - and no one has the right to interfere. The family 
is being destroyed at the same time.

Children grow up seeing each parent out for themselves. They see
selfishness, and quarreling. They see one leaving the other. They see
affairs. What will they expect of marriage when they grow up? Will 
they know about unselfish love - a working together in good or bad 
circumstances - will they understand about the joys of giving without
expecting anything in return - about putting responsibility above 
your own desires?

We are told that there are alternatives to marriage - shacking 
up, playing around, pre-marital sex. Pre-marital sex robs a person's 
future marriage of its sacred blessing. It is also robbery - for a 
man is taking something that is not his. The girl is still under the 
protection and authority of her parents - who have a right to give 
their daughter to one they trust to marry and take care of her.

It is so easy to go along with the ways of the world - but you 
must face it, either here and now or when you stand before God. You 
must choose whom you will serve - yourself and your own pleasure - or
the higher calling of doing it God's way.

Strangely enough, only in God's way can you find contentment and
happiness. If you choose it God's way and try - know this - you will 
fail - there will be times of difficulty - arguments, problems.
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One thought you must keep - it is more important to stay married
than to be right - or to get your own way every time. Each give 100% 
- keep no records, and forgive every time you are asked to. Faith in 
Jesus as your Saviour makes it possible to succeed. Without Him, 
trying to do it by your own power is impossible. Love your spouse as 
Jesus loves you. God will bless you.



The Deceitfulness of Wealth
T.O.D. Johnston

The deceitfulness of wealth ignores spiritual, social, 
emotional, mental, and criminal aspects of life.

The trap: constant consumption, mass entertainment including sex
oriented industries, easy credit, leading into increasing 
unreasonable debt, employment, insecurity, instabilities.

Loss of self control and moderation, leading into irresponsible 
spending, with uncertain future income, increasing debt, all leading 
into a trap such that life becomes constant anxiety with no way out.

60-80% of human activity is counted in financial terms. A 
tripling of the role of money.

The managing of money has become an increasingly larger industry
in itself – administering rights and obligations of owners and 
debtors. We are all entangled within the increasingly complicated 
web. More and more aspects of life are defined by profit and loss, 
monetary value etc. all in numerical form. This has become the main 
focus of most people's lives. True values, either moral or spiritual,
are left behind, and seldom remembered.

Because of the interconnected nature of the global financial 
systems, crises in any one area or country has potentially 
devastating global results, and adds the unpredictable nature of 
greed, ways are being suggested to deal with these financial 
instabilities:

1. World Financial Authority – set policies for all financial 
entities.

2. International Credit Insurance Corp.

3. Exchange rate system reform to regulate relative values of 
different currency – ultimately to adopt a single currency under a 
World Monetary Authority.

4. International debt problems are being resolved by allowing 
countries to declare bankruptcy protection. This would lead to an 
international bankruptcy court.

Financial markets are experiencing great fluctuations and 
deceptions. Booms are followed by busts. Dishonest ventures end with 
spectacular bankruptcies. The next uncontrollable bust will lead to 
the logical result of the aforementioned World Financial 
Organizations.

The belief system of economic growth and financial market values
are the new guidelines – with computers and telecommunications 
speeding the transition from whatever was there before, to this new 
materialism. Even former communistic countries (Russia and China)



2
The Deceitfulness of Wealth continued

have taken on modern capitalism.
'In the last days, people would be lovers of money.' The amount 

of financial wealth has exploded in recent years. We are seeing 
worldwide convergence to a system where human behavior seeks only 
material gain (a love of money).



Walk in Love
T.O.D. Johnston

Ephesians 5:1,2,8,9,16.

1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;
2 and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given 
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling
savor.
8 For ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord:
walk as children of light;
9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth;)
16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

When we accept Christ as our savior, we are accepting God's love
for us through the gift of salvation through His Son. Jesus loved us 
so much that He lived the perfect life we could never live. And He 
died the death we deserve. But being without sin, God counted His 
death as so valuable that it paid the price for all men's sins, past,
present, and future.

Now we are His adopted children. We are to live always conscious
of His love for us as shown on the cross, but also in His continuing 
and constant care for us now. We are to show this awareness by 
thinking of ourselves as light in the Lord, walking in the light, and
being a light ourselves that others may see and be drawn to. And what
are they drawn to? The inner peace, and love, and joy that we show by
what we do and say. The fruit of the spirit is in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth.

These virtues seem rare in this day and age. Finding someone 
that always tells the truth almost always seems to be difficult. 
Politics would be an obvious example of a place where the things 
people really believe seem to change according to what the polls say,
or what they think people want to hear. We are to be different – if 
we have any friends that will tell us the truth, even about 
ourselves, we are truly blessed. If we can be a friend like that, 
then we are a blessing to others.

Jesus and His constant love for us continues to give us strength
and courage to face whatever comes in our path. Spend time with Him 
in His Word that we may grow and mature in faith, and trust in Him. 
Everything in the Gospel of John is beneficial and inspiring. We must
redeem the time because the days are evil, and harmful influences 
seem to be gathering all around.

Walking in the Spirit includes: direction (growth toward the 
likeness of Christ); motion (exercising the Holy Spirit's power 
within you); dependance (a reliance on God by increasing communion in
prayer). Galatians 6:9 – 'He who sows to the Spirit shall from the 
Spirit reap eternal life.'



The Armor of God
T.O.D. Johnston

Ephesians 6:10-17.

10 ¶ Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might.
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness;
15 and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
16 above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God:
18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all
saints;

In our own strength we are no match for the devil. Therefore we 
must be strong in the Lord and have on the whole protection of the 
Lord. The devil's devices – first to cause us to doubt the truth of 
God's Word – then to disobey it. From the garden til today – the same
strategy. The current condition of this chaotic world is the result 
of his success. Yet in I John 4:4, 'greater is He that is in you, 
than he that is in the world.'

The Armour (7 parts):
1. Girded with the truth of God's whole counsel – the Bible.
2. Breastplate of righteousness – not ours, but that of Jesus 

imputed to us and in us through faith by grace.
3. The feet shod with peace to spread the gospel of peace.
4. The shield of faith in God's promises – especially in our 

eternal Savior Who has overcome the world.
5. The helmet of salvation – the hope – full in assurance unto 

the end (Hebrews 6:11), and unto eternity with God and His Christ.
6. The sword of the Spirit, the word of God – individual 

scriptures pertinent to any particular situation or attack. The best 
example – when Jesus defeated the temptation by satan in the 
wilderness. Jesus defeated him by quoting the appropriate Scripture –
the truth always defeats lies. (Matthew 4:4,7,10.)

7. Praying always – persevering prayer – for ourselves and also 
for others.
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II Corinthians 10:5 – 'casting down imaginations and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
it into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.'

What parts of our present culture exalt themselves against the 
knowledge of God's truth, which is Jesus Christ? More things than 
those that uphold God's truth. If you made a list of all the things 
that exalt themselves against the knowledge of God's truth, you would
have to include nearly everything that is advertised, especially on 
tv. A great deal of things that pass for science, are only unprovable
theories. Humanism and all other evolutionary ideas about man are 
unprovable and imperfect-able.

The only way not to be sucked into this way of thinking and 
therefore living is to be firmly grounded in God's truth, which is 
found in the Bible. The New Testament reveals the truth about sin, 
and the only remedy – Christ Jesus. It also tells us how to live a 
life of loving, giving, and sharing, which brings with it joy and 
peace with God and man. A daily portion of the Bread of Life keeps 
our mind, soul, and spirit nourished and healthy and strong. It gives
us direction, guidance, courage, and conviction no matter what 
conditions we might face.

If we don't do this, we are so easily distracted by everything 
the world throws at us. We will end up doing what everybody else is 
doing. Our time and energy will be used up with no beneficial 
results.

Scripture says, on the contrary, we must redeem the time, for 
the days are evil. Take stock of your day. How much time do you spend
on basic needs, or worrying about them? These needs include sleep, 
food, shelter, and clothing. How much time is spent on a job, or 
working at home? How much time is spent on leisure, doing whatever 
pleases you? These may include tv, sports, travel, and fleshly 
desires. How much time is set aside for God? This may include Bible 
reading and study, meditating on God's will for your life, praying 
for others and yourself. How much time is spent seeking opportunities
to help others, or share your faith, and follow through? This could 
be at any time or place – wherever you are and whoever you are with.

What is God's will for you? He wants you to grow and mature to 
become more like His  Son. Jesus' life is our guide. Not that we can 
do what He did in His miracles and power over nature, but in His love
and compassion for the lost, the hurting, the lonely – anyone in 
need. He never turned anyone away. He gave everything He had – even 
His life. He did that everyday, all day. He also shared His knowledge
of the Father and the truth about the Salvation of His Sacrifice.

When we are doing our best to live God's will in our life by 
depending on His Spirit within, His Word of guidance and promise, 
constantly in communication with Him in prayer, there is no person or
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force in the universe that can defeat us. Jesus has already overcome 
the world. The Armor that Paul describes has been given to every 
believer and can only become stronger as we become closer to God 
through Jesus and the Comforter He has given us, both now and forever
more. Amen.

The armor was an illustration of a spiritual reality. It happens
automatically. It protects us automatically. It is invisible; it is 
spiritual, but real. God provides it; we use it; we are in God's hand
and no one plucks us out of His Hand. All God's promises are as 
certain as His Word is true and faithful. Amen.



Paul's Prayer for the Colossians and Related Scriptures
T.O.D. Johnston

The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Colossians, Chapter 1.

Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom
3 ¶ We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you,
4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love 
which ye have to all the saints,
5 for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye 
heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;
6 which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth 
forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, 
and knew the grace of God in truth:
7 as ye also learned of Ep'aphras our dear fellow servant, who is 
for you a faithful minister of Christ;
8 who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.
9 ¶ For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not 
cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
10 that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11 strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and long-suffering with joyfulness;
12 giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
13 who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.

Reconciliation through Christ's Death
14 ¶ In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins:
15 who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature:
16 for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him:
17 and he is before all things, and by him all things consist:
18 and he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;
20 and, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven.
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Paul's Ministry to the Church
21 ¶ And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
22 in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblamable and unreprovable in his sight:
23 if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I
Paul am made a minister;
24 who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which
is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's 
sake, which is the church:
25 whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of 
God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;
26 even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:
27 to whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory:
28 whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
29 whereunto I also labor, striving according to his working, which
worketh in me mightily.

Ephesians 3:1-13. The longest sentence in the New Testament. 

Paul's Ministry to the Gentiles
1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles,
2 if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which 
is given me to you-ward:
3 how that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I 
wrote afore in few words;
4 whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ,)
5 which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as 
it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel. Col. 1.26, 27
7 ¶ Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the 
grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ;
9 and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who
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created all things by Jesus Christ:
10 to the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God,
11 according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord:
12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith
of him.
13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you,
which is your glory.

Ephesians 1:14-23. Prayer for Love Which Surpasses Knowledge
14 ¶ For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,
15 of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,
16 that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, 
to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love,
18 may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height;
19 and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with all the fulness of God.
20 ¶ Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,
21 unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.

Ephesians 2:1-10.

Saved by Grace
1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
3 among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us,
5 even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, Col. 2.13 (by grace ye are saved;)
6 and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
7 that in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of 
his grace, in his kindness toward us, through Christ Jesus.
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8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

The Second Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians 12:1-10. 
Paul's Thorn in the Flesh
1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to 
visions and revelations of the Lord.
2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the
body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth;) such a one caught up to the third heaven.
3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body,
I cannot tell: God knoweth;)
4 how that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.
5 Of such a one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but 
in mine infirmities.
6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I
will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of 
me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me.
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance
of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure.
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me.
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me.
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong.
11 ¶ I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I 
ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the 
very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing.
12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all 
patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.
13 For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, 
except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this
wrong.



The Apparent Mystery of Answered Prayer
T.O.D. Johnston

The true explanation is so simple that the real mystery is why 
no one I have ever heard or read has so clearly stated it.

The certainty of answered prayer as Jesus taught it depended on 
being within God's will. He perfectly fulfilled God's will, and every
request or prayer He asked was granted. Among men, many have 
attempted to explain God's will, studying the Bible, and much writing
and preaching have been devoted to this theme. The rest of us, in 
praying, begin or end with, "If it be Thy will," as if we cannot be 
certain of the outcome. Knowing the will of God is the mystery, 
especially considering the new, difficult, and complicated 
circumstances we must deal with.

Here's the thing: with earthly parents, their children, as they 
grow and mature, learn about the values and goals of their parents. 
They come to know exactly what they can ask of their parents that 
will be granted. They also learn what not to ask for.

So it is with our Heavenly Father. The better we know Him, what 
He values and what His goals are - especially for us, individually, 
the more certain will our request and prayers be granted.

As Jesus taught His disciples to pray in His name, God also 
grants their requests in Jesus' Name. Jesus was and is the perfect 
example. Every single request and prayer Jesus asked of the Father 
was granted. This is because Jesus was continually within God's will.
He and the Father are One. We therefore must continue to mature and 
grow in understanding God's will as shown to us in every Word and 
Deed that Jesus said and did. We must put on the mind of Christ. We 
must learn to ask or pray what Jesus would in that circumstance. It 
will always be what is best for all those involved. Best is always 
measured according to God's will.

The simplest way to say it would be: God wants all men to accept
His offer of love and reconciliation through the forgiveness that the
death of Christ accomplished. He then wants His children to grow and 
mature toward the perfect stature as seen in His Only-begotten Son. 
He wishes us to continually strive to become more and more like 
Jesus. He is The Way, the Truth, and the Life. He will always forgive
us when we falter, encourage us to keep going, and to never give up, 
reaching toward the prize of being with Him and the Father.

He will always hear our requests and prayers - and the closer 
our relationship, the more certain the answers, in Jesus' Name.



Messages on Christ in the Old Testament and the New.



Bible Verses about   Christ in the Old Testament, Fulfilled in the New  

Old Testament

Indirect / implied predictions.
Genesis chapters 22, 28, 37
Deuteronomy  4:19
Ruth chapter 4
Psalms 41:9; 35:19; 41:9; 69:25; 78:2
Isaiah 11:1
Hosea 11:11
Zechariah 11:2

Direct predictions.
Genesis  3:15; 9:26; 12:3; 21:12; 26:4; 49:10
II Samuel  7:12
I Chronicles 28:4-7
Isaiah 7:14; chapter 53
Micah 5:2
Daniel 9:25
Zechariah 9:9
Psalms chapters 2, 16, 22

Other Scriptures.
Lamentations 3:30; Amos 8:9; Psalms 69:21; Proverbs 8

New Testament

Hebrews 7:12, 8:5, 8:13, 10:19, 11:40 
Colossians 2:4 
Matthew 12:40-42
I Corinthians 10:4
The Gospel of John 3:14, 6:41 

Testament - Covenant

Hebrews 9:15-28



Christ in both Testaments

Persian Rule - 430-332 B.C. The Old Testament closes at about 
430 B.C. Judea was a Persian province. Persia had been the world 
power for about 100 years, and remained so for another 100 years. 
Very little of this period of Jewish history is known.

Greek Rule – 331-167 B.C. Around 780 B.C., the Greek city-states
came together. They organized to fight the Persian threat around 500 
B.C. The wars with Persia went on from 500-331 B.C.  In 336 B.C., 
Alexander the Great (at 20 years old) swept over the east – 
conquering all the areas formerly held by the Egyptian, Assyrian, 
Babylonian, and Persian empires. He established Greek cities, along 
with Greek language and cultures. After Alexander's death, his four 
generals each took over. Syria to Seleucus, Egypt to Ptolemy, Israel 
was between the two. After 20 years attached to Syria, it then stayed
under Egypt's control from 301 B.C. until 198 B.C.

Antiochus the Great the 3rd re-conquered Israel in 198 B.C. It 
was then once again under the control of Syria – the Seleucid kings. 
Antiochus Epiphanes IV (165-164 B.C.) ruled violently over the Jews. 
He tried to exterminate them and their religion. In 168 B.C., he 
devastated Jerusalem, and defiled the Temple. He offered a pig on the
altar, put up an altar to Jupiter, and forbade circumcision with a 
death penalty. Thousands of Jews were sold as slaves. He destroyed 
all copies of Scriptures that could be found. He tortured Jews to 
force them to renounce their religion.

This led to the Maccabean revolt, also called the Asmonean or 
Hasmonaean period. In the face of devastation and violence against 
the Jewish nation, a priest named Mattathias courageously gathered a 
group of loyal Jews. His 5 warlike sons began a revolt. They re-
conquered Jerusalem, in 165 B.C. The Temple was purified and re-
dedicated. Mattathias' son Judas was priest and ruler. His heirs 
governed independently of Judea for the next 100 years. They became 
weaker and weaker.

Roman Rule – 63 B.C. Israel was conquered by the Roman army 
under Pompey. Antipater (an Edomite, or, a descendant of Esau) was 
appointed ruler of Judea. His son Herod the Great succeeded him as 
king from 37-3 B.C. To please the Jews he had the Temple rebuilt 
lavishly. He was king when Jesus was born, and the one who had the 
children of Bethlehem killed.



2
Christ in Both Testaments

The Old Testament is incomplete without the new. The Old 
Testament prepared for what the New Testament provides in Christ. 
What is anticipated in the Old Testament is realized in the New. What
begins in the Old is completed in the New.

Old T.         to New T.  
Concealed - Revealed
Contained - Explained
Precept   - Perfection
Shadow    - Substance
Ritual    - Reality
Picture   - Person
Foretold  - Fulfilled
Prophecy  - Fulfillment
Pre-incarnation - The incarnation

In the New Testament, the Gospels present Christ as Prophet to 
His people. The Epistles reveal Him as Priest for His people, at the 
right hand of God. Revelation predicts His Kingship over all.

Jesus explains the true spiritual meaning of the moral and 
ethical truths called upon by God's commandments in the Old 
Testament. A primary example is the God-intended institution of 
marriage. Jesus had to reaffirm God's intention for His day. Moses' 
concession of the divorce certificate was considered a 'commandment'.
Jesus reaffirmed the original intention of the law of marriage.

The golden rule as the rule of loving God and loving one's 
neighbor was explained as God's law of love. The Jews of Christ's day
had narrowed the concept to Jews only. The parable of the Good 
Samaritan taught the true meaning. Jesus even proved the love of God 
by loving others more than Himself. This must be accepted as love 
perfected. The call to love is no longer connected with punishment. 
The ideal becomes, "I love you because God first loved me." The ideal
of reciprocal love of the Old Testament is perfected in the 
sacrificial love of the New.

Another aspect of the relationship of the two Testaments is that
of type and anti-type, or shadow and substance, foreshadow to 
fulfillment. Hebrews 10:1 states - "The Law has but a shadow of the 
good things to come instead of the true form of these realities." The
epistle to the Hebrews describes the true realities of Christ as 
better than -

1. The angels (1:4)
2. The Old Testament hope (7:19)
3. The Old Testament covenant (7:22)
4. The former promises (9:23)
5. Their early country (hope and destiny) (11:16)
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6. The old possessions (10:34)
7. The Old Testament resurrection (11:35)

*Hebrews 11:40 - "God had foreseen something better for us, that
apart from us the Old Testament saints should not be made perfect." 
The perfect and permanent reality was only to be revealed in Christ.

What was only temporary included:
1. The order of high priest after Aaron that were a copy and 

shadow of the heavenly (8:5)
2. The Law (7:12)
3. The tabernacle – only a pattern of the real (8:5)
4. The sacrifices to be abolished (10:9)
5. The old covenant as obsolete (8:13)

The substance of the New Testament (or covenant) must be final 
and eternal. These include salvation unto life eternal, judgment for 
reward, redemption from sin and the punishment of death, indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit, an eternal inheritance, an everlasting covenant 
with God. All this is brought to us by Christ as our High Priest, 
after the order of Melchizedek.

Christ has canceled the bond which stood against us with its 
legal demands: this He set aside by nailing it to the cross 
(Colossians 2:4). We are therefore to see the things which are above 
(Colossians 3:1).

There were pre-figures that pointed to their perfection in 
Christ. Those mentioned in the New Testament include:

1. Jonah's 3 days and nights in the whale (Matthew 12:40)
2. As Solomon and his wisdom (Matthew 12:42)
3. The Rock in the wilderness (I Corinthians 10:4)
4.*The manna from heaven (John 6:41)
5. The serpent in the wilderness (John 3:14)

Other pictures of Christ in the Old Testament that suggest 
Christ's role as:

1. Ark of salvation of Noah: Genesis 7 (I Peter 3:21)
2. Isaac, the son of promise, as sacrifice: Genesis 22 (Hebrews 

11:19)
3. Jacob's ladder to heaven: Genesis 2 (John 1:51; 14:6)
4. Joseph rejected by his brothers: Genesis 37 (John 1:10,11)
5. A city of refuge: Deuteronomy 4:19 (I Peter 5:7)
6. Kinsman redeemer: Ruth 4 (Galatians 3:13)
7. The beloved: Song of Solomon (Ephesians 5:25)
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There were direct predictions about the coming Messiah. These 
include:

 1. Born of the seed of a woman (Genesis 3:15)
 2. In the line of Shem (Genesis 9:26)
 3. From the seed of Abraham (Genesis 12:3)
 4. From the seed of Isaac (Genesis 21:12)
 5. From the seed of Jacob (Genesis 26:4)
 6. From the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10)
 7. Of the family of David (II Samuel 7:12)
 8. From the sons of Solomon (I Chronicles 28:4-7)
 9.*Born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)
10.*In Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)
11.*483 years from Nehemiah's time (Daniel 9:25)
12.*Shall ride as King into Jerusalem (Zechariah 9:9)
13.*Suffer and die for man's sins (Isaiah 53; Psalms 22)
14.*Rise from the dead (Psalms 2, 16)

Many passages in the Old Testament are not directly predicting 
events in the life of the promised Messiah but do follow a Messianic 
principle. These include:

1.*Christ's return from Egypt: Hosea 11:1 (Matthew 2:15)
2.*Raised in Nazareth: Isaiah 11:1 (Matthew 2:23)
3. Christ's teaching in parables: Psalms 78:2 (Matthew 13:34-35)
4. 30 pieces of silver to Judas: Zechariah 11:2 (Matthew 26:15)
5. The betrayer ate with Christ: Psalms 41:9 (John 13:18)
6. Christ's enemies hated Him without cause Psalms 35:19 (John 

15:25)
7. Judas was lost: Psalms 41:9 (John 17:12)
8. Another would replace Judas: Psalms 69:25; 109:8 (Acts 11:20)

Other Scriptures that picture fulfillment in Christ:

1. Gave His cheeks to the smiter: Lamentations 3:30 (Matthew 
27:30)

2. Sun darkened at noonday: Amos 8:9 (Matthew 27:45)
3. Offering vinegar to Christ on the cross: Psalms 69:21 

(Matthew 27:48)
4. Wisdom personified: Proverbs 8 (I Corinthians 1:30; 

Colossians 2:3)

Many times, the truth about Christ was only implied in prophetic
writings, and not made explicit in the New Testament. When Jesus 
quoted Isaiah 61:1-2, He stopped in the middle of the verse, telling 
the people that the Scripture was fulfilled in that day in their
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hearing (Luke 4:21). The next part of the verse refers to the day of 
the vengeance of God, which concerns Christ's Second Coming, so He 
did not read it at that time. Many prophetic writings describe the 
Second Coming, right after the first, without mentioning the Church 
that comes between. This was not seen or understood until Christ's 
first coming.

In the Old Testament, Christ appeared as the Angel of the Lord, 
called Theophanies or Christophanies. They were only on certain and 
occasional times over long periods of human history. The incarnation 
was continual and permanent as a historical life. The word became 
flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). Colossians 2:9 says of the 
ascended Christ, "For in Him the whole fulness of deity dwells 
bodily." I Timothy 3:16 - "He was manifested in the flesh." I John 
4:2-3 - " Every spirit which confesses that Christ Jesus has come in 
the flesh is of God." Christ's human nature was exactly like ours 
except without sin (Romans 8:3).

In the Old Testament, God revealed Himself in laws, but in the 
New Testament, He is revealed in the life and ministry of Jesus. John
14:9 - "He who has seen me has seen the Father." God revealed Himself
in the Old Testament in propositions and symbols, and in the New 
through His Son.

The righteous rules of the Old Testament are perfectly shown in 
the life and teachings of Jesus. The ceremonies and types were 
shadows of the spiritual truth that became the substance of truth in 
Christ's life and sacrifice. The Messianic prophecies foretold in the
Old Testament were brought to pass in the New Testament. What is 
contained in the Old Testament is fully explained only by the New 
Testament.



Prophecies about Christ in the Old Testament

On the road to Emmaus after the resurrection, two despondent 
disciples were walking. Jesus appeared to them, to encourage them. 
After a short conversation about their disappointment, Jesus began to
teach them. "And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself." (Luke 24:27.) On four other occasions, Jesus made a similar
assertion: Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:4; John 5:39; Hebrews 10:7.

There are four aspects of these Old Testament Scriptures 
concerning Christ: 1, as Messiah and King; 2, Priest and Sacrifice; 
Prophet and Teacher; 4, Savior and Lord.

From the beginning in Genesis 3:15, Godly people had the promise
of a Savior. Many prophecies used the word 'Messiah' and speak for he
themselves. Others need to be identified. The quotes in Luke 24:27,44
give the best way to proceed. How blessed were the two disciples on 
the way to Emmaus, to hear Jesus interpret the Scriptures to them?

In Luke 24:45-47, Jesus said to them, "Thus it is written that 
the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in His 
name to all nations..."

The prophecies in Luke include the following:
 1. The ministry of Messiah's herald: Malachi 4:56 (Luke 1:17)
 2. The Birthplace in Bethlehem: Micah 5:2 (Luke 2:11)
 3. John the Baptist's introduction of Messiah: Isaiah 40:35; 

Malachi 3:1 (Luke 3:4-6)
 4. Christ's claim in the Nazareth synagogue: Isaiah 61:2 (Luke 

4:18,19)
 5. The Triumphal Entry: Psalms 118:26 (Luke 19:38)
 6. Cleansing the Temple: Isaiah 56:7; Jeremiah 7:11 (Luke 

19:46)
 7. The Rejected Cornerstone: Psalms 118:22 (Luke 20:17)
 8. David's Lord: Psalms 110:1 (Luke 20:42)
 9. Son of Man returning in glory: Daniel 7:13 (Luke 21:27)
10. Christ numbered with transgressors: Isaiah 53:12 (Luke 

23:37)
11. Casting lots for His garments: Psalms 22:18 (Luke 23:34)

In the Book of Acts, Luke records many more that more 
specifically speak about the death and resurrection of Christ and the
spreading of the Gospel to the Gentiles. It can be assumed that the 
disciples learned these references from Christ Himself after the 
resurrection.
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These include:
 1. The pouring out of the Holy Spirit: Joel 2:28-32 (Acts 2:17-

21)
 2. Bodily resurrection of Christ: Psalms 16:8-11 (Acts 2:25-28)
 3. David's Lord: Psalms 110:1 (Acts 2:34-35)
 4. Prophet like unto Moses: Deuteronomy 18:15,19 (Acts 3:22-23)
 5. Blessing of Abraham's seed: Genesis 22:18 (Acts 3:25)
 6. The Rejected Cornerstone: Psalms 118:22 (Acts 4:11)
 7. Royal rejection of Messiah: Psalms 2:1-2 (Acts 4:25-26)
 8. As a sheep led to slaughter: Isaiah 53:7,8 (Acts 8:32-33)
 9. Son begotten from the dead: Psalms 2:7 (Acts 13:33)
10. Blessings of David: Isaiah 55:3 (Acts 13:34)
11. Light unto the Gentiles: Isaiah 49:6 (Acts 13:47)
12. Tabernacle of David: Amos 9:11 (Acts 15:16)
13. Salvation unto the Gentiles: Amos 9:12 (Acts 15:17-18)
14. Messianic blindness of the Jews: Isaiah 6:9,10 (Acts 28:26-

27)

These together show the example of what Jesus taught the 
disciples after the Resurrection. There are at least 14 items of 
prophecy that Paul mentions in Romans and Galatians.

Christ and the Levitical Priesthood.
Jesus came as Mediator. Also as fulfillment of the Priesthood of

Aaron. Aaron entered the earthly tabernacle. Christ entered the 
Heavenly Temple. The high priest entered the Holy of Holies once a 
year. Christ entered the heavenly one Once for All. The high priest 
entered through the veil. At Christ's death, the veil was rent. The 
High Priest offered sacrifice each year. Christ offered Himself once 
for all. He offered for the sins of the people and not his own sin. 
The high priest offered the blood of bulls. Christ offered His own 
blood.

Christ was a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. This
was above and beyond the Levitical priesthood. Christ's priesthood 
was eternal, sinless, unchangeable, final, perfect, all-sufficient, 
and all prevailing. The Aaronic and Levitical Priesthood was the 
opposite.

The Tabernacle and the associated offerings were also prefigures
of Christ. The Tabernacle was a copy and shadow of the heavenly 
sanctuary (Hebrews 8:5).
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This includes:
The one door: I am the Door (John 10:9)
Brazen Alter: A Ransom for many (Mark 10:45)
Laver: Washing of the disciples (John 13:8,10)
Lampstands: I am the Light (John 8:12)
Showbread: I am the true Bread (John 6:48)
Incense: I am praying for them (John 17:9)
Veil: This is My Body (Matthew 26:26)
Mercy Seat: I Lay Down My Life (John 10:15)

The Tabernacle was the place of God's presence in the Old 
Testament. Jesus came among men as God's presence in a person (John 
1:14). The plan of salvation: one way through the gate, but a 
substitute offering, pure, with light, sustained by bread, 
represented by the priest, an act of intercession, and the shedding 
of blood. The variety of offerings of dedication: the burnt, the meal
(cereal), and peace, of acceptance to God. Two were offerings of 
expiation - the atonement for man.

The life and sufferings of Christ were acceptable to God (burn, 
meal, and peace). His death on the cross made an atonement and 
propitiation for sin and trespass (Matthew 3:17; Isaiah 53:10-11).

Fulfillment of the Feasts (Leviticus 23)
Passover: The Death of Christ (I Corinthians 5:7)
Unleavened Bread: Holy Walk for Christ (I Corinthians 5:8)
First Fruits: Christ's Resurrection (I Corinthians 15:23)
Pentecost: Outpouring of the Spirit of Christ (Acts 1:5; 2:4)
Trumpets: Israel's Regathering by Christ (Matthew 24:31)
Atonement: Cleansing by Christ (Romans 11:26)
Tabernacles: Rest and Reunion with Christ (Zechariah 14:16-18)

Hebrews 10:5-7 states that Christ is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament Levitical and ceremonial system.

Fulfillment of the Old Testament Moral Laws (Matthew 5:7)
Christ's life and teachings fulfill the Old Testament moral law 

perfectly, which no other person could. This law embodied the 
unchangeable character and holiness of God. This was perfectly lived 
out by Christ, Who fulfilled all righteousness. Romans 8:3-4 
describes how, by grace, this Righteousness of Christ is imputed to 
every believer through His death on the cross – which paid for our 
sins. Jesus showed and taught that the essence of the law is love. He
was the only One that could and did live out what the Law demanded. 
The entire Old Testament was a preparation, a description, a 
prediction of the sinless perfection of Christ's life and sacrifice.

His teaching must also be included. He came to reveal the true
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spiritual meaning of the Old Testament, which contrasted greatly with
the distorted traditions of the rabbis. They added stipulations, 
interpretations, and rituals that were empty forms, insisting on 
performance of the letter of the law. Jesus goes back to the original
Word and explains the true spirit of the Law. The teachings of the 
Pharisees had clouded over, obscured, or even destroyed the original 
meaning and intent of the written word. Christ reaffirms, or fills up
the heart of the Old Testament.

Jesus brings out the concept that not only was murder a sin, but
also hatred. Not only was adultery a sin, but lustful intentions as 
well. Loving your neighbor was right, but love your enemies also.

Salvation through Christ.
Jesus criticized the Jews for thinking they could find or earn 

eternal life through a worship of the Bible. They would study and 
memorize the Bible. They observed the feasts and were basically 
moral. They thought their adherence to the Bible would bring them 
eternal life. Jesus had to explain that the true purpose of the 
Scripture was to reveal the promised Savior Who He was, that only 
through Him could they find eternal life. Christ is the fulfillment 
of the Old Testament promises that portray Him as the Suffering 
Servant, Savior, and Lord.

In the Old Testament, it is only God that saves. "I am the Lord,
and besides me there is no savior." (Isaiah 43:11.) That Christ 
claimed to be the Savior, to be equal with God, that He and the 
Fathers are One, led the Jews to seek His death. To them, it was 
supreme blasphemy to say that a man was equal to God.

Jesus is Jehovah, Who spoke for God from the beginning as:
Creator: Isaiah 40:28 (John 1:3)
Savior: Isaiah 45:22; 43:11 (John4:42)
Raised the dead: I Samuel 2:6 (John 5:21)
Judge: Joel 3:12 (John 5:27)
Light: Isaiah 60:19,20 (John 8:12)
The I Am: Exodus 3:14 (John 8:58)
Shepherd: Psalms 23:1 (John 10:11)
The Glory of God: Isaiah 42:8 (John 17:1,5)
First and Last: Isaiah 41:4; 44: 6 (Revelation 1:17; 2:8)
Redeemer: Hosea 13:14 (Revelations 5:9)
Bridegroom: Isaiah 62:5; Hosea 2:16 (Revelation 21:2; Matthew 

25:1)
The Rock: Psalms 18:2 (I Corinthians 10:4)
Forgiver of Sins: Jeremiah 31:34 (Mark 2:7,10)
Worshiped by Angels: Psalms 148:2 (Hebrews 1:6)
Addressed in Prayer: Throughout Old Testament (Acts 7:59)
Creator of Angels: Psalms 148:5 (Colossians 1:16)
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Confessed as Lord: Isaiah 45:23 (Phillippians 2:10)

Philippians 2:10 - that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth;

Isaiah 45:22,23 speaks of every knee bowing, every tongue, shall
swear unto Jehovah as Lord. Jesus fulfills their prophecy also. John 
5:39 suggests that the "angel of the Lord" (Jehovah) was also Jesus 
preincarnate.

The Angel of the Lord is:
Called 'Lord': Genesis 16:7,13 (John 20:28)
Called God: Genesis 48:15,16 (Hebrews 1:8)
Claimed 'I AM': Exodus 3:2,5,6,14 (John 8:58)
Named Wonderful: Judges 13:15,18 (Isaiah 9:6)
Sent from God: Exodus 14:19 (John 5:30; 6:38)
Guide of God's People: Exodus 14:19 (Matthew 28:20)
Loved and Redeemed His Own: Isaiah 63:9 (Ephesians 5:25)
Commands the Lord's Army: Joshua 5:13-15 (Revelation 19:11-14)

In the Old Testament, the angel of the Lord is sent from the 
Lord God. In the New Testament, Christ our Lord is sent from God His 
Father. All the ministries of the 'angel of the Lord' in the Old 
Testament are fulfilled by Christ Jesus in the New Testament. The 
'angel of the Lord' does not appear in the New Testament.

Let us sum it all up. To study the Old Testament with any other 
intention than seeking out God's promises of His coming Messiah and 
Savior in Jesus Christ is to study a form without finding the heart. 
This would be like studying the letter, without seeing the spirit. It
would be like memorizing all the signs that point to a place, and 
then not traveling there. All the signs of the Old Testament point to
a person, and that Person is Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he
wrote of me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you 
believe my words?" (John 5:46-47.

Christ is the heart of the Old Testament Message: in Messianic 
prophecy, the levitical priest hood and its rituals and feasts, in 
the Law of Moses, and in the promises of salvation and eternal life. 
He is depicted as Messiah and King, High Priest and Atoning 
Sacrifice, Prophet and Teacher, and Lord and Savior. All to the 
praise of the Father Who planned for so a great a salvation before 
the foundation of the world, so that we sinners could be forgiven 
through the sacrifice of His Son. All to the purpose of our being 
redeemed and saved for fellowship in His presence with Christ for 
eternity. Even so, come Lord Jesus. Amen.



Christ in Every Section of the Bible
T.O.D. Johnston

The anticipation of Christ in the Old Testament includes the Law
– the foundation, and the Prophets – the expectation.

The realization of Christ in the New Testament includes the 
manifestation in the Gospels, the interpretation in the Epistles.

The Law of Moses prefigured the basic types and patterns which 
were later fulfilled in Christ.

It was also a moral preparation – the law was man's tutor in 
what God demanded – whereupon guilt would lead them to Christ for 
forgiveness.

The Law also recorded the first Messianic hope in Genesis 3:15, 
and to the people of Israel in Deuteronomy 18:15.

The Prophets at the Expectation of Christ.

The promise was a prophet like unto Moses from among the Jews 
(Deuteronomy 18:15). First the promised land was possessed under 
Joshua. In Judges, many deliverers were seen. In Samuel, the 
anointing of King David through whom the 'anointed One' was promised 
(II Samuel 7:12). As the empire of Israel chose sin: Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and the Twelve minor prophets kept the 
promise of Messiah alive to the last book of the Old Testament 
(Malachi 4:2). Then the Jews returned to Israel from Babylonian 
captivity in Ezra, and reconstruction in Nehemiah.

The Gospels show the Manifestation of Christ. This begins with 
the ministry of one crying in the wilderness, that of John the 
Baptist (Matthew 3:3) as Isaiah had predicted (Isaiah 40:3). What was
anticipated in the Old Testament realized in the New. Prophecy 
becomes history. He embodied the way of faith and hope in God (I 
Peter 1:20,21).

This was to take away sins (I John 3:5). Also to destroy the 
works of the devil (I John 3:3). Also to show the love of God 
manifest among men, that we might live through Christ (I John 4:9). 
This was to manifest the mystery hidden for ages and ages (Colossians
1:26).

Jesus came yet the world knew Him not. He came to his own home, 
yet His own people received Him not (John 1:10,11). To all those who 
received Him, who believed in His Name, He gave power to become 
children of God (John 1:12).

The Epistles and Acts interpreted Christ. They explained what 
His coming meant and how it was to be applied in the life of the 
believer. This was accomplished through the promised Holy Spirit who 
was to teach the disciples all things and bring to their remembrances
all that Jesus had spoken to them.

The church from the beginning had devoted themselves to the 
teaching of the apostles (Acts 2:42). They were exhorted to hold to 
the traditions which were taught by the apostles (II Thessalonians
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2:15). These were recorded in the Epistles and were added to the 
Gospels and Revelation, to form the New Testament.

To go into greater detail, the Testaments can be divided into 
four parts each:

The Old Testament
1. The Law (Genesis – Deuteronomy)
2. History (Joshua - Nehemiah)
3. Poetry (Job – Song of Solomon)
4. Prophecy (Isaiah - Malachi)

The New Testament
1. The Gospels
2. The Acts of the Apostles
3. The Epistles
4. Revelation

Parallels – In the Law, God laid the foundation for Christ. In 
History, the nation of Israel becomes active in the promised land, 
and the lineage through David, from which Christ will come, is 
established. The Poets aspire and express that longing and looking 
for Christ. The Prophets look forward in expectation of Christ.

The Law established God's presence among men symbolically – 
commandment, tabernacle, sacrifices, feasts, Christophanies. In the 
Gospels, God dwells among men in human form, in Jesus. The Law lays 
the foundation for the nation of Israel. The Gospels lay the 
foundation for the church. In the Law, Moses is the central figure 
who instructs God's people. In the Gospels, Christ teaches His 
followers to have faith in Him. The movement is from foundation to 
perfection. Hebrews 3:5,6 -

5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house as a servant, for
a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;
6 but Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if 
we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto 
the end.

Parallels in the Histories and the Acts.

The Israelites became a nation and a force in the world, and 
they were more effective when they were true to God. In Acts, the 
church spreads far and wide, though heresies crept in. Old Testament 
History records the promise to Abraham that he would become a great 
nation 'through whome all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.' By and large, Israel failed to be the channel of blessing 
to the surrounding nations. They hoarded the promises and built a
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wall of hostility. In New Testament history, Christ and His church 
broke down the wall, welcoming Jew and Gentile alike. The Gospel will
continued to spread all around the world.

Parallels in the Poetry and the Epistles.

The poets looked for and longed for the Prophet and King 
promised by God. The Epistles explain and describe all blessings in 
Christ as High Priest. Both interpret the foundational truths they 
knew.

Parallels between the Prophets and the Revelation. Both are 
prophesy of Christ. The Old Testament predicts both the first and 
second comings. The New Testament records the first coming and 
predicts the second. Both Testaments end with the Second Coming of 
Christ.

Differences: Daniel was told that the words are shut up and 
sealed until the time of the end (Daniel 12:9). John was told, 'Do 
not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 
near.' The Old Testament predicted the Coming of Christ. Revelation 
looks forward to the consummation of all things in Christ.

Christ as High Priest in the Epistles – Hebrews 2:17; 3:1; 4:15;
7:28.

Hebrews 2:17.
First mention of Jesus as our High Priest. He had to take on 

human flesh to become like His brethren, to be a merciful and 
faithful representative of the people, only without sin, to make 
reconciliation with God for the sins of the people. Verse 3:1 
restates Christ as High Priest.

4:14,15.
As High Priest, Christ now in heaven pleads our case, 

representing us, being able to feel our infirmities, as He 
experienced temptation, yet without sin.

5:5-10.
A priest forever called of God a High Priest after the order of 

Melchizedek (in the Old Testament, Psalm 110:4).

7:1-28.
This chapter describes the history of Melchizedek dealing with 

Abraham. Then the Aaronic priesthood, one after the other – because 
they were mortal and passed away. Not so with Christ, Who continues 
forever, unchangeable, making intercession for them, able to save to 
the uttermost, those that come unto God.
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Christ Presented in the Four Gospels:
Matthew presents Christ as King of the Kingdom of heaven 

(Zechariah 9:9) to the Jews: From the line of Abraham and David, the 
lion of the tribe of Judah (Ezekiel 1:10); the teaching is 
emphasized; He provides righteousness through His role as Savior.

Mark presents Christ as the Suffering Servant of God, especially
to the Romans. The symbol of the ox; the emphasis is on what He did 
as God's servant and powerful Savior.

Luke's theme was Christ as man to the Greeks, from the ancestry 
of Adam, Who came as the second Adam, only without sin, to redeem 
mankind as the perfect Savior.

John presents Christ as God, the Living Word to the world, the 
very Son of God, from eternity. The symbol of the eagle, the 
expression of God's thoughts. The provider of eternal life as the 
Personal Savior.

The Acts: the Evangelization of Christ. Jesus had told His 
disciples to spread the Gospel to all nations. God had told Abraham 
that the end purpose of his people was the blessing of all nations. 
This was to be carried out in the spread of the message of the Savor.
The outpouring of the Spirit began the proclamation in Jerusalem. 
Then persecution caused the spread into all of Judea and Samaria. 
With the conversion and missionary journeys of Paul, the Gospel of 
Christ was spread to the ends of the Roman empire and onward and 
outward.

The Epistles interpret and apply the Gospels of Christ to His 
church. They include the interpretation and application: the 
possessions believers have in Christ. Romans explains the Redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus: the righteousness of God imputed to man 
through faith in Jesus. I Corinthians emphasizes sanctification of 
the believer. II Corinthians explains the persecution, the sharing of
Christ's suffering, but also His comfort.

Galatians emphasizes our freedom in Christ through love. 
Ephesians explains exaltation and unity in Christ, blessed in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. Philippians 
shows joy in Christ, to glory in Christ, to rejoice in Christ. 
Colossians shows completion in Christ – to become mature in Him. 
Christ was and ever is the God-man – we are complete in Him. I 
Thessalonians exhorts the expectation – the hope we have in Christ 
Jesus. This expectation in Christ is confidence in what is yet to 
come. II Thessalonians – Glorification in Christ. May the Lord Jesus 
be glorified in you, and you in Him.

I Timothy - faithfulness in Christ, to fight the good fight of 
the faith. II Timothy – soundness in Christ. Avoid teaching that is 
not sound in Christ Jesus. Titus – steadfastness in Christ – to give 
instruction in sound doctrine – to be sound in faith, held firm to 
the sure Word.
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Philemon – goodness that is ours in Christ. Hebrews – 
exhortation to perfection, better than everything in the Old 
Testament. Through Christ, the greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
by His sacrifice has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
James exhorts to wisdom in Christ, ask of God. Show your works in the
meekness of wisdom. Wisdom from above is first, pure, then peaceable,
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits. I Peter 
exhorts to submission, obedience, to Christ – and only then will you 
be approved by God. II Peter exhorts to purification in Christ – the 
righteousness of our God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, Who has 
granted all things that pertain to life and godliness through the 
knowledge of Christ.

I John exhorts to communion with Christ – if we walk in the 
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
with God and Christ. Our fellowship is with the Father and with His 
Son, Jesus Christ. II John exhorts to a continuation in Christ – 
follow the truth and abide in it. III John exhorts to contribute for 
Christ – render service to the brethren. Jude exhorts contending for 
the faith – especially against ungodliness.

Revelation – consummation in Christ.

Let us review:
Anticipation of Christ in the Old Testament founded in the Law.
Preparation made for Him in History (the nation of Israel).
Aspiration for Him expressed in Poetry.
Prediction of Him in Prophecy.
Realization of Him proclaimed in the Gospels.
Evangelization of Him in the Acts.
Application and Interpretation for the believer in the Epistles.
Consummation of all things in Him in Revelation.

Christ, in the Gospels, is portrayed as the Prophet to His 
people, in Acts and the Epistles as priest for His people, and in 
Revelation as King over His people.

First, His incarnation (the Gospels), second His exaltation and 
proclamation (Acts and Epistles), third His eternal glorification 
(Revelation).

All things were created by Him. (Colossians 1:16.)
In Him all things consist. (Colossians 1:17.)
All things are held together by the Word of His power.
All things will be made new for Him.
All things will be consummated in Him.
All believers in Him will enter eternal salvation.
They will be His people and He will be their Lord.
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The Revelation is of Jesus Christ: 1st of His person, 2nd of His 
possession (the Church) by the shedding of His blood, and 3rd His 
program of overcoming the world and the establishment of His kingdom 
among men.

Jesus is the living Word of God. 'In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...And the Word was 
made flesh...' - John 1:1,14. He is the Word of Life, and of Spirit, 
and of Truth.

Christ and Scripture have a dual origin. Christ is fully God and
fully human. The Bible is inspired by God and written by man, in the 
words of men. As Christ is Sinless, so the Scriptures are also 
without error. Both are unchangeable. Both were brought into the 
world through the nation of Israel.

Both Christ and the Bible are described as faithful and true, as
light, bread, power, unto salvation, cleansing, healing, nourishing, 
liberating, and eternal. To read and study the Bible is to learn of 
Christ. Knowing Him as Savior is eternal life to all believers.

Amen.

 



Christ – Seeker and Savior
T.O.D. Johnston

The greatest reason for the Incarnation - Luke 19:10 – 'For the 
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.'

The other great works were attempted and accomplished for this 
purpose: the destroyer of death, the victor over satan, the 
overcoming of the world, the glory above all, the creation of all 
things new. The saving of the lost was the joy that was set before 
Him, and He endured the cross, despising the shame.

The prophets spoke of the coming One Who in the fulness of time 
would be made manifest. Then the Word was made flesh. The Son of man 
is come to seek and save, now an accomplished fact. He healed the 
sick, fed thousands, cast out demons, and raised the dead. From 
Bethlehem to Calvary, we have the record of 'Immanuel – God with us'.

As Jesus was uniquely born into the family of man, as uniquely 
coming from heaven, the Son of God.

He still seeks that which was lost. 'He is able to save to the 
uttermost them that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them.' This is now done through His Spirit and 
His followers. He said, 'Lo I am with you always, even to the end of 
the world.' Who are these 'lost'? The shepherd seeks to find the 
sheep that has wandered away. In a war, the physician turns to those 
most severely wounded first. The least wounded would be last. Those 
healthy would not even be considered.

The question: the proud Pharisee, thinking himself perfectly 
holy, what value will he see in Jesus Who comes to wash away his 
sins? He doesn't perceive his blindness. Those that perceive no sin 
see no need of a Savior. The truth is that all are sinners whether 
they admit or recognize this. It is only those who are aware of their
sin that also recognize their need of the only Savior in Jesus 
Christ.

The word 'lost' brings to mind many dreadful images. Being in a 
place where you are not familiar, where you know neither which way to
go or how you got there. There is a sense of desperation and panic, 
and a just as desperate search for help. There can also be a loss of 
hope, and inability to act.

The word 'lost', from God's point of view, describes our 
condition in relation to Him by our fallen nature. This includes 
being unaware of what our relationship with God ought to be and what 
we are responsible to do towards Him in our thoughts and behavior. We
are brought up with many rules of right and wrong in relation to 
ourselves and others, yet with willfulness and selfishness acting 
contrary to what is right. We not only do wrong, but also purposely 
don't do what we should.

Then there are sinful habits that seem to control us and drag us
further in the wrong direction. Weaknesses are easily given into. We 
are lost by our own volition. We have no love for God Who made us, we
have no trust in Him, we have no will to follow His plan for us. We
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do not see the truth, nor what is righteous, nor what leads to 
heaven. We are completely lost! 

To be lost for eternity in outer darkness far from the love and 
light and forgiveness of the Father and Jesus is torment and anguish 
unimaginable. There is no hope. The choice was made to reject the 
salvation in Christ. Only torment and despair remain.

Glory be to God Who from before the foundation of the world had 
a plan to seek and to save that which was lost. That Jesus came to 
earth to do. There may be some that are seeking Him, but He was 
seeking them first. He is the author and finisher of our faith. He is
the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end of the work of grace, 
mercy, and forgiveness. This from the boundless love of the Father 
Who sent the Son for this purpose.

To be saved means we have been found by this love and experience
the joy and peace it brings. The relationship with the Father and 
with Jesus is both close and eternal. And while we complete our 
pilgrimage here, we long for our eternal destination, the home Christ
has prepared for us and which He shall one day bring us to. What a 
glorious promise and just as certain is our hope.

We were lost in the legal sense of having been completely unable
to keep God's law of even having the motivation and ability to try. 
This condemned us to death. God sent Jesus to take upon Himself the 
sin of men. As our substitute, He bore the sentence and punishment. 
He bore the wrath of God so that He could justify those that believe 
in Jesus. Jesus has taken away the penalty and curse due to sin. We 
are also saved from the power of satan. The seed of the woman has 
bruised the serpent's head (Genesis 3:15). We are saved also from the
power of death. The price was paid once for all.

The seeking continues. Deep seated prejudices must be overcome. 
Many ignore or stay away from where the Gospel is preached. Some 
consider themselves  too well-off, or too smart to fall for this. 
Jesus must seek among all classes in spite of their wantonness and 
self-serving. This is the continuing work of the Holy Spirit. But 
most find no advantage in the Good News. They have no use for 
spiritual information. The noise of the world holds their attention.

Those in sickness seek a solution, and those in loss or strife 
seek a way out. The Holy Spirit works on men's hearts, to bring them 
to awareness of their true spiritual condition, that they may become 
receptive to the Gospel of mercy and saving grace. The Gospel is 
offered as a release from captivity, a freedom to have peace and joy 
and hope for heaven and eternity. This work of the Holy Spirit to 
convict and draw the heart to faith, trust, and a relationship of 
love with Christ.



The Miracle - Jesus Christ
T.O.D. Johnston

Jesus is the eternally begotten Son of the Father, the God/Man –
'All things were made by Him' (John 1:3). He conversed in the Garden 
of Eden with Adam and Eve. He told them 'And God blessed them, and 
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth.' (Genesis 1:28). As Redeemer, He gave the Missionary 
mandate, the Great Commission, to combine with the Dominion Mandate. 
He also is the Judge.

'For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son:' (John 5:22.) 'I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his 
appearing and his kingdom;' (II Timothy 4:1.)

Jesus was a living miracle, a supernatural work of God. He was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born, and lived without sin. He died by
choice, and was raised unto glory eternal with the Father. As a 
human, He spoke of spiritual things, the truth about spiritual 
reality. In John 8:12, Jesus made the claim, stated as factual truth.
'Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.'

Could just a man from the country of Galilee, uneducated, 
without position or accreditation, claim to provide spiritual, moral,
religious, and intellectual truth and guidance for all of humanity? 
Either He was a raving lunatic, a brilliant fraud, or the very Son of
God. The past nearly 2,000 years bear witness to the accepting of the
latter. Not belief only – but also the conversion and transformation 
of lives for the better.

Indeed, whole societies and cultures have been created in His 
Name. Unnumbered educational institutions, hospitals, charities, 
churches, and missions have multiplied in great variety around the 
globe. The majority of the ground breaking scientists and medical 
researchers were Christians. The were inspired by Him, spiritually, 
intellectually, and morally – seeking the benefit of mankind.

The Resurrection is a glorified physical body. The Resurrection 
is considered by many to be the best proven fact in recorded human 
history. This is from actual eye witness accounts from a multitude of
sources, whereas many historical facts are accepted by only one 
mention in even questionable texts.

He claimed, 'By Him were all things created, that are in 
heaven...' (Colossians 1:16). 'All things were made by Him.' 'In the 
beginning God created heaven and earth by the Word, Who was with God,
Who was God, Jesus Christ' (Ephesians 3:9). Christ keeps the sun 
shining upon us as well as all creation, 'by the word of His power.' 
(Hebrews 1:3.) 'By Him all things consist.' (Colossians 1:17.)

In the eternal heavenly city, there will be no need for the sun,
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'for the glory of God did lighten it; and the Lamb is the light 
thereof.' (Revelation 21:23.)

'In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.' (John 
1:4.) 'In Him we live and move and have our being.' (Acts 17:28). His
power sustains everything. If He stopped, everything would also stop.
Everyone who lives in this world receives some spiritual light. If 
not the Gospel, then in the creation, in conscience, the witness of 
history, etc. They are therefore responsible for their response to 
that measure of light. If they respond positively, they are to be 
given more light unto salvation. Cornelius was finally sent to Peter 
to deliver the complete message of salvation In Jesus Christ.

Acts 10:34,35.

34 ¶ Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons:
35 but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him.

Those who don't accept the message of the light they have, are 
without excuse and will die in their sins (Romans 1:20; John 8:24). 
The sad truth is – 'the light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness, rather than light, because their deeds were evil.' (John 
3:19.) Jesus said to His disciples, in Matthew 5:14 – 'Ye are the 
light of the world...' They were responsible to spread the light of 
the Gospel of Christ wherever they went. This is to be carried on by 
every Christian, the spread of the Gospel throughout the world.

Philippians 2:15,16.

15 that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world;
16 holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of
Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither labored in vain.

Acts 4:12.

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Jesus as the Bread of Life. John 6:35.

35 ¶ And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst.
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In one form or another, bread is the basic food in most 
societies of all ages. '...cursed is the ground for thy sake...In the
sweat of they face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground.' (Genesis 3:17-19.)

To make a living means to provide daily bread, growing the 
grain, making the bread. Hard work, a difficult environment, the only
way to sustain life. The only instance of an exception was the people
of Israel, who did not believe God after the Exodus. They were to 
live in the wilderness for 40 years, neither planting grain nor 
making bread. God provided for them with the manna from heaven. 'The 
people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them with the 
bread of heaven.' (Psalms 105:40.) 'Then said the LORD unto Moses, 
Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall 
go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, 
whether they will walk in my law, or no.' (Exodus 16:4.)

It appeared every morning on the wilderness. The only effort 
necessary was gathering enough for each day, and twice as much on the
day before the Sabbath. Psalms 78:24,25, names it 'angels' food'.

When Jesus became human, the Jews demanded a sign from heaven, 
such as how Moses gave 'manna' from heaven. Jesus answered in John 
6:32,33.

32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses
gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven.
33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world.

John 6:48-51, 63.

48 I am that bread of life.
49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.
50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may 
eat thereof, and not die.
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

63 It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

We do not have to understand everything fully, the depths of 
spiritual truth. Just to believe what we do understand is all that is
necessary. John 6:47 – 'Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life.' Jesus spoke the words of God,
and also is The Living Word of God – the truth.
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Deuteronomy 8:3.

3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee 
with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; 
that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth 
man live.

Jesus rebuked satan by quoting Scripture in Luke 4:4.

4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

Jeremiah spoke in 15:16 -

16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, 
O LORD God of hosts.

Uniquely among all written works of all the books ever written 
are the words of the Bible 'quick (or living), and powerful.' These 
words can bring life to those who will believe. It is only through 
the Scriptures that the Gospel came down to us. Jesus said in John 
5:39 - 

39 Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify of me.

II Timothy 3:15.

15 and that from a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.

Paul spoke to the philosophers of 1st Century Greece of the 
Creator of the world in Acts 17:27,28.

27 that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:
28 for in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain 
also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

The daily bread we pray for should include our needs of daily 
sustenance, both material and spiritual.

Let us look at the miracle of the Resurrection. The founders of 
every religion, but Christianity, are dead and their graves are known
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and revered. Christ's tomb is empty. Compared to all tests of 
historical fact and accuracy, Christ's resurrection has much more 
evidence for its authenticity than any other event in history before 
the modern era. Not only all the appearances to various people on 
different occasions, and places, as well as the empty tomb, and no 
one (especially His enemies) could produce His dead body. Also, the 
dramatic change in His disciples, from fearful fugitives to bold 
proclaimers of His resurrection add together as 'many infallible 
proofs' (Acts 1:3) that the Resurrection is the only possible 
explanation. 'He is risen, as He said.' (Matthew 28:6.)

That death was the penalty for sin as instituted by God was 
settled when Adam sinned (Romans 5:12). Jesus spoke more often about 
hell than anyone else in the Bible (Matthew 5:30; 25:41, etc.). This 
is the place created for all those who reject Him as Lord and Savior.

By His resurrection, He defeated death for all those who trust 
Him for forgiveness and salvation. John 14:19 – 'because I live, ye 
shall live also.' Our resurrection will be like Christ's – our bodies
will also become glorified bodies – no longer subject to earth's 
natural forces of decay and death. Philippians 3:21 – Jesus 'shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious
body.' This renewal shall also extend to the rest of creation – the 
curse from sin will be removed. Romans 8:21 – 'Because the (creation)
itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God.'

II Peter 3:10-13.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up.
11 ¶ Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness,
12 looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat?
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

Thus we shall ever be with the Lord. Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
Amen!



Messages on the Titles of Christ



The Word of God -   Which Is Jesus Christ  
T.O.D. Johnston

Reading from Genesis Chapter one, the first three verses:
1. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
2. And the earth was without form and void; and darkness was 

upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit moved upon the face of the 
waters.

3. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
The Word translated "God" in verse one in Hebrew is Elohim - the

plural form - meaning more than one person. The verb is singular, 
thus showing the united work of the Trinity. God the Father the 
source and planner of the whole universe. In verse 2 we see the 
Spirit of God working. In verse 3 we have The Word of God speaking - 
"Let there be light: and there was light."

From creation throughout the Old Testament we see the Lord 
speaking to men, the Word of God unto His prophets. And they spoke 
with authority, "Thus saith the Lord."

As we turn to the New Testament, the Gospel of John chapter one 
we are told exactly who the Word of God is: verses 1-5 and 10-14.

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.

2. The same was in the beginning with God.
3. All things were made by Him; and without Him was no anything 

made that was made.
4. In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 

comprehended it not.

10. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not.

11. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.
12 But as many as received Him, to them gave the power to become

the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name:
13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,

nor of the will of man, but of God.
14. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 

beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.

The opening words of the Bible are repeated here 'In the 
beginning' and then the personal title of Jesus the Christ, the Son 
of God. He was with the Father from the beginning. His word brought 
into existence all of creation. In Him are life and light. He came 
into a world of death and darkness. The very world He created, the 
very creatures which He had formed, but they knew Him not. They had 
turned from God. Those who received Him, received the adoption of 
joint-heirs of Christ, sons of God. Verse 14. 'And the Word became
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flesh and dwelt among us. The eternal Son, creator and maintainer of 
the universe, came to us as a human baby 'born of a woman' and placed
in a donkey's feedbox. What unfathomable love is this!

This is the fulfillment of the promise made to Eve in Genesis 
3:15 that her seed would bruise the serpent's head. The rest of the 
Old Testament in many forms, types, symbols, and prophecies, point to
this birth. The Old Testament is the long story of preparation by God
of a people to believe and await and obey His Promise of a coming 
Saviour.

A nation through whom all the nations of the world would be 
blessed.

A Messiah descended from Abraham, from the tribe of Judah, in 
the line of David, a prophet like unto Moses, a suffering servant, 
the coming King.

John's message to us is "Jesus has come!" Are we beginning to 
see it? The Plan of the Ages worked out among men and recorded by the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in the Bible.

In spirit and in truth, the written Word of God reveals the 
Living Word.

The Holy Scriptures make known to us the Living Christ who is 
Jesus our Lord.

Above all other ways that God has made Himself known, whether 
through the created universe or providence, He has exalted His 
written Word. Why? Because it reveals and magnifies His Son. And 
truly the greatest ministry that God has appointed to the Holy Spirit
is to reveal Christ to us through the written Word.

It is Christ's promise in John 16:14 -
'He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 

shew it unto you!'

Sometimes today we get depressed, things go wrong, sickness, 
frustrations try to take us over. And yet we don't even get near the 
heart-sick lost and confused feelings of the two disciples who had 
lost all hope. Their faith was shattered when Christ had died and 
they were on their way home on the road to Emmaus. They had believed 
that Jesus was the Promised Saviour. They had heard the report of the
women and the others that had gone and seen the empty tomb - yet this
only confused them more. Jesus walked with them and could not 
understand why they had not believed the Scriptures which revealed 
what the Messiah must go through. In Luke 24:25-27 -

25. Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken:

26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter 
into His glory?
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27. And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.

If they had but known the Scriptures, they would have believed 
the promises of God in His Word. They witnessed to what had happened 
to them in verse 32:

32. And they said to one another, Did not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the
scriptures.

Psalm 22.
"1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far 
from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?
2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the 
night season, and am not silent.
3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.
4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver 
them.
5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and
were not confounded.
6 But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the
people.
7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, 
they shake the head, saying,
8 He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver 
him, seeing he delighted in him.
9 But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me 
hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.
10 I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my 
mother's belly.
11 Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to 
help.
12 Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me
round.
13 They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring 
lion.
14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my 
heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.
15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to
my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.
16 For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have 
inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
17 I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.
18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.
19 But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to
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help me.
20 Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the 
dog.
21 Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the 
horns of the unicorns.
22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the 
congregation will I praise thee.
23 Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, 
glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.
24 For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the 
afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried 
unto him, he heard.
25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay 
my vows before them that fear him.
26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD 
that seek him: 
your heart shall live for ever.
27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.
28 For the kingdom is the LORD's: and he is the governor among the 
nations.
29 All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they 
that go down to the dust shall bow before him: 
and none can keep alive his own soul.
30 A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a 
generation.
31 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people
that shall be born, that he hath done this."

Later the same day, after the two rushed back to Jerusalem in 
much excitement to the brethren Jesus appeared again, now to the 
disciples - and He reminded them - Luke 24:44-49.

44. And He said unto them, These are the words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be 
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

45. Then opened He their understanding, that they might 
understand the scriptures,

46. And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

47. And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name among all nations beginning at Jerusalem.

48. And ye are witnesses of these things,
49. And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 

tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until you be endued with power
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from on high.
Christ is showing that all of the Scriptures of the Old 

Testament spoke of Him.
The logos of the Old Testament, the spoken or written word of 

God makes plain, points to and portrays the invisible thoughts of 
God.

The Logos of the New Testament, the Living Word of God which is 
Jesus Christ reveals the Heavenly Father, the invisible God.

In verse 48, Jesus tells them that they have actually witnessed 
the fulfillment of the prophecies - with their own eyes they have 
seen them unfold. And the great commission is given - salvation from 
sin in Jesus must be preached to every nation - The Word became flesh
and had dwelt among men and the world knew him not. But they had to 
wait until the Holy Spirit came to minister to men by revealing Jesus
through the preaching of the Word which is Christ.

That we are here today is evidence that they carried out this 
command. They told what they had seen and heard with the power of the
Holy Spirit and authority of the Scriptures and the command of Jesus 
Himself.

We have inherited their ministry in the New Testament Scriptures
- the Gospels reveal how Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament 
Prophecies:

In His perfect life He fulfilled all the demands of God's Law, 
which no man had done or ever could do.

In His death on the cross only the Sinless One, the pure and 
innocent Lamb of God could be our substitute and take our punishment 
for sin - which is death. God's judgment against us has been met, 
with His precious life blood.

In His resurrection He became the first fruits of them that 
slept - God's great sign of approval of the Finished work of the 
Cross. Christ was glorified and took His place at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty.

In John the beloved's first Epistle, he opens his letter with 
words so thrilling that we today can scarcely take it in: verse 1-

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of life;

John again reminds us of Christ's eternal existence. This is the
very close friend of Our Lord's who reminds us that he was with Jesus
for 3 years - seeing Him, watching Him teach and heal and pour out 
His love upon all in need, and pour out His life on the Cross. Then 
words almost impossible for us to grasp - He touched and placed his 
hands upon the Saviour - the Word of life.

Are we like Thomas - that we need to see and touch our Saviour 
before we believe? Jesus knew of us. He knew that we would believe 
through the Ministry of the Holy Spirit and the preaching of His Word
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- the Gospel, yet to be written.
In John chapter 17, verse 20, Jesus is praying for His disciples

shortly before the trial.

20. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word.

We have their word. It is indeed another great miracle of the 
providence of God to read about the lives of those who suffered and 
died that we might hold in our hands an accurate copy of what the 
apostles wrote over 1900 years ago. This is made even more remarkable
by the fact that no other book or writings of Greek or Roman authors 
of that age can come anywhere near this continued accuracy.

But the question for us is - What are we to do with this Book. 
Jesus speaks plainly on this in John's Gospel.

Chapter 14, verse 23: If a man love me, he will keep my words: 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him and make our 
abode with him.

Christ promises life-union with anyone who keeps His words by 
the Spirit of love which unites the Father and the Son.

Chapter 15:3,7-12.
3. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 

you.
7. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 

what ye will, and it shall be done  unto you.
8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 

shall ye be my disciples.
9. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye

in my love.
10. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my life; even 

as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in His love.
11. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 

remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
12. This is my commandment, that yet love one another, as I have

loved you.

If we would know our Blessed Saviour we must seek Him in His 
Word. The Holy Spirit is our guide and interpreter and will reveal 
unto us the Living Christ, the Living Word of God. We must abide in 
His word. We must obey His Word - not if we feel like it or
only when convenient with those we choose. God's love for us was an 
active decision of His will - while we were completely unlovable. 
While we were yet sinners - so must we love one another - by an act 
of our will in Christ - we must look at others through the redeeming 
work of Christ. He died for them too - those who are yet sinners and
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unlovely. Our message to them and for them is the love that Jesus 
showed in doing for their sins too. Is not the greatest joy to share 
the message of Jesus Christ with another?

We who know the Living Word of God which is Christ Jesus must 
continue to seek Him in His Written Word, that we might abide in His 
love, that we might grow in the knowledge of His grace, that we might
grow in grace, in holiness, that we might know God as our Father that
we must learn to trust in His promises, and we must obey His 
commandments, to live in the hope of His soon coming, that we may be 
with Him and be like Him, and see Him as He is, and be with Him where
He is.

In Revelation chapter 19, verses 11-13 we have a picture of His 
coming -

11. And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
he doth judge and make war.

12. His eyes were as a flame of fire and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.

13. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his 
name is called the Word of God.

Let us pray.
Oh God, righteous and holy, we stand in awe of your mercy - that

you sent your only begotten Son to suffer and die the death of a 
criminal on a cross, for us.

We see in Your Holy Word the depths of your love. We see the 
love of Christ for His disciples, and for us.

We know Him so little and spend to little time with Him in Your 
Word. Father continue to reveal Him to us by your Spirit, that we may
ever remember His precious gift that even our sins are forgiven by 
His spilled blood. Dear Lord keep us unto the day of Your Coming ever
abiding in the Word of God, Which Is Jesus Christ. Amen and Amen.



Jesus Christ – The True Vine
T.O.D. Johnston

John chapter 15:1-12.
"1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me.
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do 
nothing.
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 
are burned.
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples.
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my
love.
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full.
12 ¶ This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you."

John 5:26.
"26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself;"

The Book of Life - the living Word of God; In John's Gospel we 
see more of God's law of spiritual life - in John chapter 15. As 
Jesus seeks to bring to His disciples a true understanding and 
knowledge of God's ways, He looks around Him at the very world He 
created. He sees there His preparation for what He came to earth to 
accomplish among men. Wherever something is living He can point to it
and say, that vine shows a relationship with its branches that is 
true in the spiritual realm.

We always must begin with the Father, the source, here the 
Husbandman. He planted the vine. He is the source and planner of all 
life. He is the vine-dresser. It is He who nurtures, trims, defends 
the vine. God gave His Son to be the source of all blessings to man, 
all grace descending from above through Him, and God takes care of 
all the branches, those united by faith to Christ.
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When we first believed, when we first accepted Jesus the Christ 
as our Saviour we as a dying, withered branch were grafted into the 
True Vine, and received new life from Him. This new life flowed into 
us and we were born again by Spirit. As branches we are a part. We do
not then contain life in ourselves, just as my hand is not the center
of life in my body. Jesus is the vine. He is the center of life for 
us. In John 5:26 He says:

"For as the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the
Son to have life in Himself."

Do we then think that we can accept Christ and then go our own 
way and have life? Joy and peace in a Christian comes only as we stay
in contact with the center of life which is Jesus the True Vine. 
Otherwise we again begin to wither and lose our fruit.
The great truth is: Abide in Christ. Verses 4,5: Abide in me, and I 
in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.

Just as when the blood flow to my hand is stopped a little bit, 
the signs of life begin to fade. If circulation is cut off, the hand 
will slowly die. Just so, without Christ we can do nothing. If we 
would manifest signs of spiritual life we must abide. As a branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself, so we cannot bear the fruit of a 
Christian life without being in Christ, without being in touch with 
the center of life which is Christ.

But in verse 6 is a stern warning - God needs Christians' fruit 
to draw others to His Son. If a branch abides not in Christ, it is 
cut off. Looking back at verse 4. Every branch in me that beareth not
fruit he taketh away; and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

Two kinds of people attached to Christ are here set forth. One 
kind bears fruit, the other bears none. It is true of a graft of a 
branch that it may be mechanically attached to the vine yet have no 
vital connection, in which case, by not receiving the life bearing 
juices of the vine it can bear no fruit. These may be described as 
those who are visibly attached to the Church but have no living faith
in Jesus, nor desire His salvation, indeed they do not open their 
souls to the spiritual life of which He is the source. They take no 
vital hold in Him, therefore they have no living union with Him. They
are not capable of bearing fruit. Judas Iscariot is an example.

The opposite of this kind consists of those that 'in Christ bear
fruit.' They are one spiritual life with Him. The Husbandman purges 
it in the sense of pruning - that the branch might not pursue its own
glorification in its own leaves, instead of the main work of the 
branch - to bear fruit. What might cause the need for pruning –
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the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in which choke the word, whereby it becomes 
unfruitful.

Mark 4:19 - these hinder fruitfulness.
The Lord's chastening will yield the peaceable fruit of 

righteousness. Hebrews 12:11.

Verse 6 points back to verse 4. The one who abides not in Christ
is taken away, cut off, and withers. Whatever pretense of religion 
there may have been, decays and disappears. There was no true union 
with the Vine and no matter how hard a branch may try to imitate the 
Christian life without a complete trusting and abiding in Christ, no 
fruit can come from such a false branch.

If we compare their fate with the tares in the parable in 
Matthew 13:41 -

'The Son of Man shall send forth His angels, and they shall 
gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity' and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.'

The only purpose of the branches is to bear fruit. Those that do
not are useless and good only for fuel for the fire.

Now let us turn to the key word of Christ's command to us 
'Abide.' It means to continue, to dwell, to remain, to stand, to 
tarry, simply, to stay.

Where you abide is where you live. All Jesus wants us to do is 
stay where we are - as born-again Christians we need to stay with 
Christ, keeping the flow of life from God open. This is a 
relationship with Jesus Christ that began when you were born again. 
You will bear fruit. Jesus promises that.

How do you stay there? The same way you came to Jesus - by the 
grace of God, Romans 10:9,10 ye confessed with thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believed in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thy shall be saved.' You received by faith Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord.

To abide we must continue to say "Yes, Lord," to Jesus, to 
whatever He tells us to do - whether in His Word or otherwise. We 
must believe that He is the Lord of the Universe, the Lord of Glory, 
and He knows what is best for me, in every day, every moment, every 
circumstance and relationship. We must trust Him with our very lives.

First the Saviour said 'Come unto me, and I will give you rest.'
He speaks of the rest of pardon and acceptance - the rest in His 
love. But all that God has to give cannot be bestowed at once - it 
needs time to become a part of us and fill us as we grow, holding 
fast to His promise: He said 'Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me 
and ye shall find rest to your souls.' He wishes us to yield to His 
training, to submit in all things to His perfect will, to let our
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whole lives be one with His. The moment the soul yields itself to 
obey, the Lord Himself gives the strength and joy to do it. As we 
surrender to Him, His almighty love holds us fast, and keeps and 
blesses us.

We are to give up all to Jesus, and receive all from Him. It is 
His work to keep us abiding when we yield ourselves to Him. He wishes
to share a life of abiding, unbroken fellowship with us, offering to 
lift us up to where He would have us.

Paul says in Colossians 2:6,2. 'As ye have received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk ye in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and 
established in the faith, abounding therein.' It is God Himself Who 
has established us in Christ.

Just as in justification we had to cease our own working, and 
had to accept in faith the promise that God would give us life in 
Christ. So it is now in the matter of our Christian lives, we must 
stop the constant striving as if our works will establish the 
connection with Christ more surely. We must allow God to do it, 
accepting His work in and through us by faith.

But this He can do with power from on high only as we cease 
interrupting Him by our self-working. He will stir us to watch, and 
wait, and work, as we accept in faith the dependent attitude that 
honours Him and opens our hearts to let Him work. His promise is to 
establish the heart of the humble, moment by moment, day by day.

It is not a matter of feeling, or growth, or strength - It is 
the simple question whether our will at this moment desires and 
consents to recognize our place in our Lord, and accept it. If I am a
believer, I am in Christ.

God swore to Abraham and to us quoted in Luke 1:74, 75 'That He 
would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies might serve him without fear,

In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our 
life.'

It is to the unchanging Jesus that we link ourselves - as we 
surrender to Him at this moment - it is nothing less than the 
beginning of the ever present now, which is the mystery and glory of 
eternity.

To grow in this knowledge and experience we must surrender our 
known sin, knowing this leaves more room for the inflowing of the 
presence and love of Christ. We must give up self-righteousness and 
all pride in our gifts and talents, that they might be used for God's
glory, not ours.

True discipleship consists in first following, and then knowing 
the Lord.

It is the Holy Spirit which is the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus. It is His work to flow into, to foster and strengthen, and so 
to perfect the new life within, that much fruit results. It is the
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Spirit that is the power of God, coming to us from the Heart of 
Christ, the revealer and communicator of Christ Himself within us. He
is the bond of love between the Father and the Son, by Him they are 
one. He is the bond of fellowship between believers, by Him we are 
one. But above all He is the bond of fellowship between believers and
Christ - the very life-sap through which Vine and branch grow into 
real and living oneness: by Him we are one.

Faith in the Spirit's indwelling must keep us from looking at 
ourselves and our experiences, for that is the way to lose touch with
the very source of that Spirit. We must keep looking upon Jesus, and 
Him alone - thereby the flow is ever stronger. He is the other 
Comforter.

The purpose and result of abiding in Christ is clearly summed up
in verse 8.

'Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so 
shall ye be my disciples.' As the vine's whole life and energy is 
used to support the branches, so the branch's whole life and energy 
is used to produce fruit. Interestingly enough, the Greek word used 
for branch in this chapter is only used here - it emphasizes the 
qualities of tenderness and flexibility. Such branches Jesus calls us
to be, by being united with Him.

As all forms of life reproduce after their kind - life begets 
life, and the grape, the fruit of the vine produces a living seed.

But before a branch can bear much fruit it must be mature, and 
continually growing, receiving nourishment from the vine. So we must 
grow in closer fellowship with Jesus; we must take into our very 
souls the food of the Word. Our souls should feel a hunger for the 
life it gives. As we partake of this Daily Living Bread we take into 
us the life of Jesus to more surely grow into the likeness of Jesus 
Christ. Everything that lives, grows. Is your likeness to Jesus 
Christ more than it was a year ago? This truly is the work God our 
Heavenly Father wishes to do in us, to make us more like His Blessed 
Son.

According to Scripture what is this fruit so continuously 
mentioned? Galatians 5:22,23 gives it most fully:

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance.

Luscious and ripe fruit draws others to come and carry it away, 
that they might be refreshed and nourished. The branch does not makes
fruit for itself but to give away and then begin to prepare fruit for
another season.

Among all who surround the fruit-bearing Christian, he becomes 
like a tree of life, which they taste and become refreshed. A soul's 
abiding in the fulness of Christ's blessing shall surely be made a 
blessing.

By nature our hearts know too much of selfishness. The new
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believer can be too concerned about his own salvation, happiness, his
own stature as a Christian. But as we abide in Christ, we begin to 
realize the hopelessness and emptiness of those attitudes. As we 
forsake the idea of our selfish happiness and devote our lives to 
winning souls to Christ, we live out the love He has given us. The 
very spirit of the Vine is love. We must work faithfully on, 
completely assured that our Lord is working through us. Our weakness 
is no hindrance to His life-giving power.

As we work we discover our weakness and this throws us upon His 
strength, stirring us to much prayer, and a deeper union with Jesus.

It must never be just a work we have to perform; it must be with
us, as it is and was with Him - the result of the spontaneous 
outflowing of a life from within, a result of the flowing into us of 
the very love of God. We must take time and learn of Jesus the very 
life of love, the divine image of the love of God as it was set 
before us in the Gospels.

Christ was the revelation of the Heavenly Father on earth. Those
who call themselves Christians are the revelation of Jesus Christ on 
earth.

Verse 10 calls us to a life of faithful obedience to the 
commandments of Jesus - that this is the way of abiding.

In humility, in truth, in the love that speaks gently and 
tenderly, we testify of the Saviour as the Coming One. We thereby 
show that He is now our life, that our faith is not based in the 
wisdom of the world, but in the power of God. And we must realize 
that it is not the correctness of our views, nor the earnestness with
which we support them that will prepare us to meet Him, but only 
abiding in Him. Not a knowing about Him, but a living relationship 
with Him. The resulting fruit shows a breaking out and shining forth 
of the indwelling glory of that fellowship.

As we look again at these precious verses of our Lord's words 
may we truly and deeply in our hearts hear Him calling to us and 
teaching us of His promise, His love, His warning, His commands, His 
joy - Let us hear His calling us to Him to literally and completely 
and continually share our life with Him, that He might share with us 
His eternal life, that we might live eternally and grow and bear much
fruit, that others might be drawn unto Him.

Read John 15:1-12. Amen.



The Lamb of God - Predicted
T.O.D. Johnston

Genesis 3:21. We will trace the mentioning through the 
Scriptures to get a picture of God's eternal plan. No covering of sin
and shame without the shedding of blood (innocent blood). Obviously 
God instructed Adam and Eve in offerings for sin, for we see Cain & 
Abel making offerings in Genesis 4:3,4,5a.

3. And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of 
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.

4. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and 
of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering:

5. But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.

Why did God accept Abel's offering? See Hebrews 11:4. "By faith 
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain." A 
sacrifice of a lamb by faith, rather than the fruit of toil - an 
offering of works.

In Genesis 22, we see the faith of Abraham who obeyed the 
command of the Lord to offer up his only son, who he loved. He rose 
up early in the morning and went to the appointed place. Isaac (who 
was about 20) asked his father - "but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering." And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide himself a lamb
for a burnt offering."

Abraham and his son came to the spot and he tied up Isaac and 
took the knife to slay his son. The angel of the Lord stopped him and
said, "now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou has not withheld
they son, thine only son from me." And the Lord provided a ram caught
in a thicket for the offering, and gave Abraham the Promise of the 
Saviour in verse 18 "And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice."

There are a great many lessons for us in this mighty act of 
faith. In Hebrews 11:19, we are told that Abraham had the faith that 
God was able to raise him up, even from the dead. Isaac was born by a
miracle of the Lord. In Abraham's 100th year when Sarah (the barren 
one) was 90 - Genesis 21:1 "the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, 
and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken." A special miracle in 
this visit was required - the greatest gift for a woman - a child. 
Isaac was the firstborn, child of the promise, seed of Abraham, a 
type of the first-born of God, the promised seed, who would be 
offered up by God.

The greatest exemplifying of the Sacrifice of Christ as the Lamb
of God, of course, is seen in the 11th & 12th Chapters of Exodus in 
the last plague on Egypt. God's mighty miracles to convince Pharaoh 
to let His people go. We see not a mere plague but judgment and a 
sign to Israel to be carried on generation to generation in the 
observance of Passover. The first-born of all Egypt must die.
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Exodus 10:20 -
"and the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let

the children of Israel go out of his land."

Pharaoh was God's unwilling instrument - to show His great power
and glory - to teach forever to Israel the lesson of the sacrificial 
lamb - that they might experience the salvation from death in Egypt, 
their lives being spared by the blood of the lamb.

Let us look at the book of Exodus for the specific directions 
given to the children of Israel by God through Moses.

12:3b "they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to 
the house of their fathers, a lamb for a house

12:5 Your lamb shall be without blemish a male of the first 
year:

12:6b Israel shall kill it in the evening.
12:7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two 

side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they 
shall eat it.

12:8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with 
fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.

12:10. And ye shall let nothing of it remain until morning; and 
that which remained of it until morning ye shall burn with fire.

12:13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the
plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of
Egypt.

12:22 And ye shall take a bunch of hysop and dip it in the blood
that is in the basin,

12:46b neither shall ye break a bone thereof.
12:14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye 

shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your generations; ye 
shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

This took place around 1450 B.C. the Great Exodus from bondage 
wrought by the Passover. In the Gospel of Christ we have deliverance 
from the bondage of sin the guilt and penalty of sin by the sacrifice
of Jesus.

The Passover and the slain lamb was central to the Exodus - to 
be a perpetual prediction and pointing to the great Passover of 
Calvary and the Lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the 
world. He died that we might be spared.

I Corinthians 5:7b,8a "For even Christ our Passover is 
sacrificed for us:

8 Therefore let us keep the feast."
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The deliverance from physical bondage opening the way to an 
earthly promised land in Exodus, becomes deliverance from spiritual 
bondage to life eternal, opening the way to the heavenly eternal 
city.

About 690 B.C. Isaiah the prophet foretold the suffering of the 
Lord's servant in Chapter 53:6b,7 the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.

7. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter.

The Lamb of God which is Jesus Christ was first revealed and 
presented to men by John the Baptist in the Gospel of John Chapter 1 
Verse 29 where John is baptizing:

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

The life of Jesus moves inexorably toward Jerusalem and the 
cross. On that last Thursday we see that Jesus has already foretold 
His coming death and He spends this last Thursday with His disciples 
celebrating the Passover with the supper of unleavened bread. Jesus 
instituted the ordinance of the Last Supper for us. He became flesh, 
and His body was broken for us; the cup symbolizing His blood shed 
for our sins.

Indeed the unblemished life of only Jesus only could please God 
and make Him worthy to bear our sins. He was a first-born male.

He was killed, His blood on the posts of the cross. Sour wine 
was put in a sponge and lifted up upon a hyssop branch, to Him and He
said "It is finished" and He died.

John 19:32 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the 
first and of the other which was crucified with Him.

33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead 
already, they brake not His legs:

36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be 
fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not be broken.

In the morning after the Sabbath the tomb was empty - the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world was completely gone, as if 
burned up with fire from on high - indeed glorified.

This teaching of God about the redemptive work of His only-
begotten Son is wonderfully summed up by Peter in his first letter 
chapter 1:18-21

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot;

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the



4
The Lamb of God continued

world, but was manifest in these last times for you,
21. Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the 

dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.
As we have seen, sin entered the human race by Adam's sin, he 

disobeyed God. He and Eve hid themselves for their shame. To hide 
their guilt they made aprons of fig leaves. God found them and said 
"This will not do." Covering for sin cannot be fashioned by human 
hands. The Lord took an innocent animal and before their eyes God 
slew that innocent animal as the blood fell to the earth. God took 
the coats of skin and covered the shame and nakedness of man and 
wife. This was the first sacrifice - and it was offered by the hand 
of Almighty God. What did Adam experience as he watched the spilling 
of innocent blood - the lifeless body - did he not see what it meant 
to die because of sin.

We have seen the sacrifice of the firstlings of Abel's flock 
accepted. The offering of Cain rejected.

We watched the Lord miraculously bless Abraham with a child in 
his and Sarah's old age - then demand Abraham sacrifice his God-given
son. But God stayed his hand and provided the ram.

Then the Passover of the nation of Israel. Each household to 
sacrifice a lamb that their lives would be spared. It was established
as a memorial - each year the high priest offered the blood of 
atonement before the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies of the Temple. 
The ark held the tablets of stone upon which were the ten 
commandments - showing the righteousness and judgment - the 
establishment of God's throne. By these we are reminded that we are 
all sinners and come far short of the glory of God. The ordinance of 
the Passover reminded the people that the wages of sin is death.

God demands a perfect life - which we cannot give. Jesus who was
perfect, the Son of God, became our sacrifice, God's gift to us. The 
very precious Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

The unforgettable lessons shown to and experienced by Adam, 
Abel, Abraham, Moses, and the nation of Israel kept in their memories
the terrible nature and consequence of sin - and the terrible 
sacrifice necessary for atonement for that sin - that a man cannot 
earn his own salvation - that his work would come too far short and 
would be tainted with the sin he was trying to remove. Indeed Martin 
Luther profoundly observed that the best deeds of the holiest saint 
were tainted by the secret sin of pride. The sacrifice must be 
perfect - unblemished, innocent as a lamb.

We have heard a few words from among many from the prophets to 
whom were revealed by the Lord the prophecies of the Atonement by The
coming Saviour, the Lamb of God.

All these things - lessons, symbols, types, shadows, signs - 
point to Jesus Christ who became flesh and was recognized by John the
Baptist - as the Lamb of God. The prophecies about His death were 
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seen unfolding in the very details laid down in the Passover in 
Egypt. The Lamb of God presented to the world.

It was and is Christ as the Lamb of God - who died for our sins.
That through his blood we have forgiveness. This was and is preached 
- from Peter to today.

1 John 1:7b - "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us 
from all sin."

We are made right with God through the shed blood alone. Romans 
5:9 "Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through Him."

Anyone who sets aside or denies the precious blood of The Lamb 
of God, our sacrifice, rejects the only way of redemption, 
forgiveness, cleansing, salvation, of holiness and victory.

Indeed we are "bought with a price". (1 Corinthians 6:20).
This is our message as Christians. We still are sinners in an 

evil world. Our message is forgiveness. God has forgiven us through 
the sacrifice of Jesus. This is the Good News we must share with 
those who are seeking God - who are burdened with trouble and guilt. 
Jesus died for them too.

We must constantly be reminded of the Cross - that we might live
for Him who died for you and for me.

We must learn the eternal truth spoken in Paul's message to the 
Galatians 2:20 -

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me.

As we look into that mighty and difficult book - the Revelation 
of Jesus Christ given to John - we see the Lamb of God before the 
throne of God. It is the Lamb that hath prevailed to open the book of
the seven seals.

Revelation 5:7-12
7. And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him 

that sat upon the throne.
8. And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and 

twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them 
harps, and golden vials full of odors, which are the prayers of 
saints.

9. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book, and open the seals thereof: for thou was slain, and has 
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation.

11. And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round 
about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of

6



The Lamb of God continued

them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;
12. Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 

to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing.

Revelation 12:11. And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their 
lives unto the death.

12:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and they 
that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

The future of the Church is foreseen in 19:7-9
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the 

marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.
8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine 

linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints.

9. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are 
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, 
These are the true sayings of God.

The perfect city, the Holy Jerusalem was shown to John 
descending out of heaven from God.

Revelation 21.
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them 

the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and 

the Lamb are the temple of it.
23. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to

shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof.

Who shall be there?
21:27 - "they which are written in the Lamb's book of life."
Has your name been written there? If you have accepted Jesus 

Christ as your Saviour and Lord - as the very Lamb of God then it is.
If not, do not put it off - Revelation ends with words of warning.

6 ¶ And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his 
servants the things which must shortly be done.
7 Behold, I come quickly.
¶ Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 
book.

16 ¶ I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in
the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star.
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17 ¶ And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely.

Let us cry in our hearts with longing these words of love for 
our Lord and Redeemer, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."



The Righteousness of Christ
T.O.D. Johnston

Though man was created the highest of all things on earth and 
with a unique relationship with his Creator, yet he gives this up in 
pursuit of his own selfish desires to dethrone God and rule over 
other men.

In the beginning man and woman had intimate fellowship with God,
each and every day. They also had dominion over the created order of 
beasts and were tending the garden.

When sin entered the picture, all was changed. Fellowship with 
God was broken and man's relationship with creation was no longer one
of ruling - but rather of sweat and toil to partially subdue the 
environment enough to live.

In sending His Son, the God-man, God made it possible to restore
the right relationship between Himself and His creatures. The 
relationship that had been broken was one of perfect obedience to the
will of God. But that had been so broken that man was guilty of death
- eternal separation from God. Two things were needed for God to 
redeem man - righteousness and blood provided together in Christ.

Righteousness is man's requirement to image God. Deuteronomy 
6:25 puts it this way: "And it shall be our righteousness, if we 
observe to do all these commandments before the Lord our God, as He 
hath commanded us."

Sin is thereby transgression of the law (I John 3:4). God must 
be true to His own nature and cannot compromise His demand for a 
righteous life. Paul carefully spells this out in Chapter 2 of Romans
whether Jew or Gentile. God's justice and holiness demand exact and 
perfect obedience to His Law - every jot and tittle - for a man to be
saved.

Christ perfectly obeyed His Father's law, reconciling us to God 
by His righteousness. His blood paid for our sins and His life of 
obedience He presented to God is as if we had perfectly kept the law.
What we could never do, God did for us. Not only dying for us, but 
also living for us.

Listen to the prophecy of Isaiah as he speaks of Christ in 11:2-
5 - "...And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord; and shall make Him of quick 
understanding in the fear of the Lord: and He shall not judge after 
the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of His ears;
but with righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the earth: and He shall smite the earth with 
the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall He slay 
the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of His reins."

Many Old Testament prophecies concerning the Coming One stress 
His righteousness. In Jeremiah 23:5. The promise is made that God 
will raise unto David a righteous Branch - the Righteous branch
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out of the stem of Jesse.
He is portrayed as the suffering servant. His life was without 

guile, violence, rebelliousness, selfishness - a life lived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, in humility, patience, trust, perfect 
submission to God's will, zeal for God's glory, and unwavering 
courage to go even unto the death of the cross to finish the task God
had given Him to do.

As the Old Testament recorded Israel as God's servant nation 
that continually broke God's laws, so in contrast we see in the New 
Testament Jesus Christ portrayed as God's Righteous Servant who does 
not break the Covenant.

In order to "fulfill all righteousness" Jesus came to John to be
baptized. At that time a voice from heaven declared "This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:17.)

As Israel was called out of Egypt and tested in the wilderness, 
so Christ also is called out of Egypt (Matthew 2:15) and tested in 
the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11).

Jesus went about doing good, even as Isaiah had prophesied - the
righteous servant of God.

Even those who were not His followers were forced to admit this 
quality in Jesus. At Christ's death, the centurion cried out 
"Certainly this was a righteous man." (Luke 23:47); the dying thief 
admits "this man hath done nothing amiss" (23:41). Even the demons 
who opposed Him were forced to confess, "I know Thee, who Thou art; 
the Holy One of God." (4:34).

At the most trying moment of His life, Jesus speaks "not My 
will, but Thine be done." (22:42.)

With finality He can say, "I have glorified Thee on the earth: I
have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." (John 17:4.)

Christ's life of obedience to the perfect will of God is the 
righteousness of Christ.

This is the way Paul puts it (Philippians 2:5-9):
"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who 

being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
Him, and given Him which is above every name."

You may be saying to yourself - that may all be very interesting
in its place - but what has that got to do with me?

Stick with me and I hope to show you that whether Christian or 
not, it has everything to do with you!

First of all, Jesus did not do all of this for Himself. As God, 
He was the Lawgiver and owed no obedience to the Law. He 
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fulfilled all righteousness for us. He took on our obligation, by His
own choice, that in our place He could do for us what we could never 
do for ourselves. He needed no such righteousness for Himself, for 
from eternity He was the Righteous One.

Second, Christ's Righteousness is of infinite value. Even if a 
man could live a sinless life - he would thereby save only himself. 
Only by the Grace of God were righteous men such as Noah, Job, and 
Daniel saved. Who Christ is gave value to what He did. He was a 
divine and infinite Person, filled with "all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily." (Colossians 2:9.) His obedience was so full of 
glory, being observed by all the universe, that it merited all honor 
and blessedness for eternity (Philippians 2:9,10; Psalms 24).

By nature we have no desire to obey our parents when we're young
- nor anyone else when we are older. In order for Christ to give this
life of infinite righteousness to us (which would give us the right 
to eternal blessedness and glory), He had to lay it down - 
bequeathing it to us in the New Testament of His Blood.

In the Garden, after Adam and Eve had sinned God covered them 
with skins of animals. The life of the animal produced the skin - but
that life had to be sacrificed for them.

Paul wonderfully sums this up on Romans 5:10 - "For if, when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."

This righteousness is of God, for it came by His grace. It is 
the righteousness of Christ Jesus, for He lived it. It is the 
righteousness of faith, for the Holy Spirit creates faith in it.

This righteousness which justifies and saves the believing 
sinner unto life eternal always is with and in the Person of Christ.

These are the benefits to us - Christ's blood washes away the 
stain of all guilt, His righteousness clothes the believer with the 
righteous life of obedience which the law demands.

Justification is not clearing away the past of sin so that we 
can go from there to provide our own life of works for God's 
acceptance.

We must see that our old life has been buried with Christ, so 
our new life is now in Christ at God's right hand (see Colossians 
3:1-4).

This is the Christian's true treasure - and where his treasure 
is, there is his heart also.

God calls upon us as Christians to live a life of faith in what 
Jesus has already done for us - not a life of perfect obedience. No 
man could live up to that burden in all of earth's history, save 
God's Holy One.

All those who have earnestly sought to live that perfect life, 
if honest, will say that they have failed, and even at their best,
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sin creeps in as the secret sin of pride. Watch out for the one who 
claims sinlessness and is proud of it. While our knowing God's law 
points us continually as our only way to meet its claims to Jesus 
Christ, yet what Christ did points us back to the law as the 
expression of Christian duty.

Our gratitude for what Christ has done for us leads us to seek 
ways to please Him. We would not seek to dishonor and bring shame to 
the Name of Jesus. God indeed wishes us to become like His Son, and 
has given to each believer the Holy Spirit, who through His Word will
truly bring us up into mature Christians.

We are to seek godliness in our lives. When Paul gives advice 
about this, he uses the language of athletes. He knows that our old 
lives are full of habits of sinning - that our whole orientation has 
been toward ourselves. He promises no instant holiness but speaks of 
striving, running after the goal, of practicing those things that are
right. Anyone who has ever excelled in any sport could tell you that 
he or she doesn't just go to games and perform perfectly - but hours 
and hours of practice each day bring the right habits and skills we 
see.

So Paul advises us - not only to put off the old man - or old 
habits (of thinking as well as acting) - but to put on the new man - 
or new habits of acting and thinking - to practice, be patient and 
don't' give up. Just as the trained athlete finally performs 
perfectly without thinking - his actions and reactions have become 
automatic - so ours as Christians will finally become. Every little 
mistake or failure should not discourage us.

And the most blessed thing is that we don't have to do it alone.
"It is God who works in you both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure." (Philippians 2:13.)

The plainest path to this kind of life is in prayerful study and
obedience to the Word of God. Indeed God has given us the Holy Spirit
to give us the power and help to live according to His Word.

The Scriptures teach us what God requires, they convict us of 
sin, by showing us where we fall short, and they set us up straight 
again. This continual process trains us in righteous living.

Thus in really knowing how God wants us to live, we are given 
the freedom to really live - to give to others, to love others, to 
practice being like Christ, knowing that we will fail now and again 
but that we are also forgiven every time.

It is only the piano player who has practiced and follows all 
the rules of music that can sit down and play beautiful music. One 
who talks about not wanting to be bound by any rules and all that in 
the name of freedom sits down at the piano and makes a lot of 
unnerving noise.

So it is with our lives, it is only as we practice the rules of 
God do our lives begin to sing and make joyful music unto the Lord.
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He is with us always. He wishes us to become more and more like His 
Son, Jesus.

Thank God for the Righteousness He has provided for us in Christ
- for we could never produce it in ourselves - now let us bring honor
to Him by faithfully practicing being like Him out of love and 
gratitude.

John 15:14-17

"14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may
give it you.
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another."

Prayer: Lord, as Christians we thank you for all these things 
you have done for us in Christ - continue to give us help in being 
faithful to such a great salvation.

If there be one here who has not accepted this gift of the 
righteousness and death of Jesus Christ - but who is trying to work 
out their own righteousness, Lord show them yourself - that they 
might know that they can never attain what you did for them. I urge 
everyone to trust only in Jesus Christ, for only in Him do we have 
life. Amen.



Jesus Christ - High Priest for Ever, After the Order of Melchizedek
T.O.D. Johnston

In Genesis Chapter 14, as soon as Abram hears of the capture of 
his kinsman, Lot, by the king from the north, he takes quick action 
to rescue him. By strong strategy Abram and his men rout the whole 
army and rescue Lot and his goods and the people of his household, as
well as the spoil and people of Salem. On their way back home they 
are met by the king of Sodom at the valley of Shaveh.

Verse 18. And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and 
wine: and he was the priest of the Most High God.

19. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most 
high God, possessor of heaven and earth:

20. And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine
enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

Melchizedek, one of the most intriguing people in the Bible, 
appears suddenly at this point in the history of Abraham and as 
quickly disappears. He is not mentioned again until nearly 1,000 
years later when David wrote Psalm 110 concerning the Messiah - verse
4 says "Thou art a Priest for ever,

After the order of Melchizedek."
Another 1,000 years passed and the One to Whom reference was 

made, appeared. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews mentions 
Melchizedek no less than 9 times. It is Christ's present role as our 
High Priest that the author of Hebrews wishes us to understand 
clearly.

Read Hebrews 4:12-13 witnessing to the power of the Word of God:
"12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.
13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: 
but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do."

Hebrews 4:14 - 5:10 introduces the subject of the High Priest.

Verses 4:14-16.

"14 ¶ Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
profession.
15 For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
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Hebrews 5:1-10.

"1 For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in 
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices
for sins:
2 who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out 
of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity.
3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for 
himself, to offer for sins.
4 And no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is called of
God, as was Aaron.
5 ¶ So also Christ glorified not himself to be made a high priest; 
but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, today have I begotten 
thee.
6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after
the order of Melchizedek.
7 ¶ Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to 
save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;
8 though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
he suffered;
9 and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him;
10 called of God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek."

Jesus abides within the Holy of Holies in Heaven exercising His 
priestly function, fulfilling completely and eternally the mystic 
qualities of the priesthood of Melchizedek. The writer of Hebrews 
shows the difference between the Priesthood of the Son and every 
other. The Son's personality transcends all human measurements and 
limitations, One Who stands first for righteousness and so secures 
peace. Hebrews 7:5-28 summarizes and details the Priesthood of 
Melchizedek and Christ.

"5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the 
office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the 
people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they 
come out of the loins of Abraham:
6 but he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of 
Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises.
7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.
8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, 
of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.
9 And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes 
in Abraham.
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10 For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchiz'edek met 
him.
11 ¶ If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for 
under it the people received the law,) what further need was there 
that another priest should rise after the order of Melchizedek, and 
not be called after the order of Aaron?
12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a 
change also of the law.
13 For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another 
tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar.
14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah; of which 
tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.
15 ¶ And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of
Melchizedek there ariseth another priest,
16 who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after 
the power of an endless life.
17 For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchizedek.
18 For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before
for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.
19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better 
hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.
20 ¶ And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest:
21 (for those priests were made without an oath; but this with an 
oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, 
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek: 
22 by so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.
23 ¶ And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered
to continue by reason of death:
24 but this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable 
priesthood.
25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.
26 ¶ For such a high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;
27 who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for 
this he did once, when he offered up himself.
28 For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the 
word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is 
consecrated for evermore."

Hebrews 10:19-25.

"19 ¶ Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus,
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20 by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through
the veil, that is to say, his flesh;
21 and having a high priest over the house of God;
22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for
he is faithful that promised;
24 and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works:
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching."

The inferiority of the Levitical priesthood is inferred from the
fact that another was promised. If perfection was possible under the 
Mosaic economy or law, it must come through the Levitical priesthood,
since it was the basis of the law. Sin, the obstacle between God and 
the people, was dealt with through the priesthood. If the law failed 
in effecting complete fellowship with God - it failed and must be 
abolished. To change the priesthood the entire legal system would 
also be set aside. It was a new priesthood not of the law prescribed 
order of Aaron that must abolish the law.

Jesus was high priest in virtue of the energy of indissoluble 
life which dwelt in Him, unlike the priests who died.

Hebrews 10:19-25. Summarizes Jesus' Ministry today, and our 
response (or responsibility).

Why we pray in the name of Jesus Christ - only through Him may 
we approach God as Heavenly Father. He continues to intercede - as we
continue to sin and destroy fellowship - Jesus' sacrifice continues 
to forgive, wash away all sin and we continue to have fellowship with
God through our High Priest, Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 9:6c,7 - "and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even 
for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this."

Revelation 17:14b - "for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful."

Let us pray.



Jesus Christ - Our Emmanuel, 'God With Us.'
T.O.D. Johnston

By inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Matthew in writing his Gospel
points to the fulfillment of the Lord's prophecy through Isaiah in 
quoting Isaiah 7:14, in Matthew 1:23 -

'Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is, God with us.'

'The light of the knowledge of the glory of God' is seen 'in the
face of Jesus Christ.' From the days of eternity the Lord Jesus was 
one with the Father; He was the image of God, the image of His 
greatness and majesty, 'the outshining of His glory.' It was to show 
forth this glory that He came. To this world deep in sin He came to 
be 'God with us.' Therefore it was prophesied of Him, 'His name shall
be called Emmanuel.'

By coming, Jesus was to make visible to men the invisible God. 
He was The Word of God - God's very thoughts made audible. In His 
prayer for His disciples He says, 'I have declared unto them Thy 
Name,' - merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth,' - that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may
be in them, and I in them.' But also God's wonderful purpose of 
grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme into which angels 
desired to look, and it will be their study throughout endless ages. 
In the light of the cross of Christ it will be seen that the law of 
self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth and heaven; that 
the love which 'seeketh not her own' has its source in the heart of 
God.

In the beginning, God was revealed in all of creation. It was 
Christ that spread out the heavens, and laid the foundations of the 
earth. He hung the worlds in space, and fashioned the flowers. 'His 
strength setteth fast the mountains.' 'The sea is His, and He made 
it.' Psalms 65:6, 65:5. The earth was filled with beauty, upon all 
things the message of the Father's love was written.

Even though sin has greatly marred God's perfect work, yet that 
handwriting remains, and yet today all created things declare His 
handiwork, and continued care.

But such are only small and partial representations as we behold
God in Jesus. Jesus shows that it is the glory of our God to give: 'I
do nothing of Myself,' said Christ; 'the living Father hath sent Me, 
and I live by the Father.' 'I seek not Mine own glory, but the glory 
of Him that sent Me.' John 8:28; 6:57; 8:50; 7:15. So in the heavenly
courts in His ministry for all created beings: through the beloved 
Son, the Father's life flows out to all; through the Son it returns, 
in praise and joyful service, immeasurable love to the Source of all.

It was sin, originating in heaven itself, that broke this flow 
of life and love. Lucifer, the covering cherub, desired to be first 
in heaven, to gain control of heavenly beings and turn them away from
their Creator. He, therefore, misrepresented God, attributing to God
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his own evil desire for self-exaltation. In this way he deceived 
angels. In this way he deceived men. He led them to doubt God's word 
and to distrust His goodness. Because God is Holy and Righteous and 
Just, satan caused them to see Him as severe and unforgiving. In this
way he lured men to join his rebellion against God, and satan became 
Prince of this world, sin permeating all of creation.

Sin is first and foremost unbelief. Yes, unbelief in God, His 
Word, His good will toward us. This takes place in the heart and is 
true of everyone, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, no matter how moral their lives might be. It is in the heart 
where unbelief in God lies.

That the world might be brought back to God, sin's power, 
satan's deceptive power, was to be broken. But the service of love 
that God wishes could not be forced or commanded; only by love can 
love be awakened. To bring knowledge of God and therefore love for 
Him to the world, only one Being in all the universe could do. Only 
He that knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it 
known, the Sun of Righteousness must rise, 'with healing in His 
wings.' Malachi 4:2.

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, formulated 
after the Fall. It was a revelation of 'the mystery which hath been 
kept in silence through times eternal,' Romans 16:25. From before the
beginning, God and Christ foreknew the apostasy of satan, and man's 
fall through his deception. God did not ordain that sin should exist,
but foreseeing its existence, He made provision to meet it. So great 
was His love for the world, that He promised to give His only-
begotten Son, 'that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life,' John 3:16.

Great is the difference between God and satan. Lucifer had said,
'I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; ... I will be like 
the Most High.' (Isaiah 14:13,14.) But Christ, 'being in the form of 
God, counted His equality with God as not something to cling to, but 
laid aside His mighty power and glory, and taking the disguise of a 
slave and became like men. He humbled Himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.' Philippians 2:6-8.

Jesus could have remained at the Father's side, retaining the 
glory of heaven, the homage of angels, but He chose to come down from
the throne of the universe to bring life to the perishing.

Nearly two thousand years ago, a voice was heard in heaven, from
the very throne of God, 'Lo, I come.' 'Sacrifice and offering Thou 
wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me...Lo, I come (in the 
volume of the Book it is written of Me) to do Thy will, O God.' 
Hebrews 10:5-7. These words announced the fulfillment of the purpose 
that had been hidden from eternal ages. Had He appeared with the 
glory that was His with the Father before the world was, we could not
have endured the light of His presence. That we might behold and not
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be destroyed, the manifestation of His glory was shrouded, His 
divinity veiled with humanity, invisible glory in visible form.

This great purpose had been foreshadowed in types and symbols in
the Old Testament. In the pillar of cloud by day and of fire by 
night, God communicated with Israel, revealing His will to men, 
imparting His grace to them. His glory was subdued, His majesty 
veiled, that imperfect men might behold it. So Christ was to come in 
the body of our humiliation.' Philippians 3:21 'in the likeness of 
men.' In the eyes of the world, He possessed no unusual beauty that 
they should desire Him; yet He was the incarnate God, the very light 
of heaven and earth, His glory veiled, His greatness and majesty 
hidden, that He might draw near to sinful men.

Since Jesus came to dwell with us, being tempted like as we are,
yet without sin, we know that God knows our trials, and sympathizes 
with our griefs. In every doctrine of grace, every promise of joy, 
every deed of love, every divine attribute presented in the Saviour's
life on earth, we see 'God with us.' He endured every trial to which 
we are subject, exercising in His own behalf no power not freely 
offered to us. As a man, He met temptation, and overcame in the 
strength given Him from God. He says, 'I delight to do Thy Will, O My
God: yea Thy law is within My heart.' Psalms 4:8. He made plain the 
character of God's law and the nature of His service. As Son of Man, 
He gave us an example of perfect obedience; as Son of God, He gives 
us new hearts to obey. It was Christ Who from the burning bush spoke 
to Moses: 'I am that I am. . . Thus shalt thou say unto the children 
of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.' Exodus 3:14. When He came 'in
the likeness of men' He declared Himself the I AM. To us He says: 'I 
Am the Good Shepherd.' 'I Am the living Bread.' 'I Am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.' 'All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth.' John 10:11; 6:51; 14:6; Matthew 28:18. 'God with us' is the 
surety of our deliverance from sin, the assurance of our power to 
obey the law of love.

'He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him.' Isaiah 53:5.

Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as He
deserves. He was condemned for our sins, in which He had no share, 
that we might be justified by His righteousness, in which we had no 
share. He suffered the death which was ours, that we might receive 
the life which was His.

It was satan's purpose to bring about an eternal separation 
between God and man. In Christ we become more closely united to God 
than if we had never fallen. In taking our nature, the Saviour has 
bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken: 'For I
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come. 
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
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separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'
Romans 8:38,39.

'God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.' 
John 3:16. Not only to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice. 
God gave Him to become one of the human family, forever to retain His
human nature. This is the pledge that God will fulfill His word to 
us.

'Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder.' God adopted human nature in 
His Son, and has carried it into highest heaven. It is the 'Son of 
Man' that shares the throne of the universe. It is the 'Son of Man' 
whose name shall be called, 'Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.' Isaiah 9:6.

In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound
together forever. Christ glorified calls to us as brother. Heaven is 
enshrined humanity, humanity is enfolded within the arms of the 
Infinite Love of God.

The exaltation of the redeemed will be an eternal testimony to 
God's mercy. 'In the ages to come,' He will 'show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.' 
'To the intent that...unto the principalities and the powers in the 
heavenly places might be made known...the manifold wisdom of God, 
according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.' Ephesians 2:7; 3:10,11.

Satan's charges are refuted, and his character unveiled. By 
Christ's redeeming work, love's self-sacrifice, the inhabitants of 
earth and heaven are bound to their Creator in bonds of unbreakable 
union.

In the place where sin abounded, God's grace much more abounds.
The work of redemption will be complete. The earth itself, the 

very world that satan claims as his, is not only to be ransomed but 
exalted, honored above all other worlds in the universe of God. Here,
where the King of glory lived and suffered and died - here, when He 
shall make all things new, the tabernacle of God shall be with men, 
'and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, and be their God.' Through endless ages 
as the redeemed walk in the light and presence of the Lord, they will
praise Him for His unsearchable Gift - Emmanuel, 'God with us.'

The final words of Jesus our Saviour in Matthew's Gospel are 
spoken to us - "And remember, I am with you all the days even unto 
the end of the world.' Matthew 28:20.

This but begins to open to us the high calling we have in Christ
Jesus. It is of these things of spiritual reality that we must bear 
witness, that others may be drawn to know our Redeemer our Lord and 
Saviour.
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It was also of us Jesus spoke and for us that He prayed on the 
night of His betrayal in John 17:

'As thou has sent me into the world, even so have I also sent 
them into the world...I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent 
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.' (Verses 18,23.)

Through the promised Holy Spirit, truly the Spirit of Love, we 
are united with the Father and the Son. So great is this love, that 
it literally causes us to love others. It is God with us and in us 
that gives us our reason for a service of love, indeed for life.

Though Christ is with us today by the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, He is soon to come for us that we may be with Him and be like
Him and see Him as He is.

His promise is sure for His word is truth. In His Revelation to 
John chapter 22:12 Jesus says,

'And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be.'

Verse 17. 'And the Spirit and the bride say, Come, And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.'

Can we join with the heartfelt prayer of the beloved Apostle and
say

'Even so, come, Lord Jesus.'

Let us pray.



The Servant of God -   Jesus Christ  
T.O.D. Johnston

The Way of the Cross

Mark 8:22-10:52

Through the first seven chapters Mark gives us a continuous 
narrative of Jesus as Servant - ministering to the needs of so many. 
In rapid succession miracle after miracle is related with details not
found in the other Gospels and emphasis on Christ's hands touching 
those in need. The like had never been witnessed since the foundation
of the world. This truly is the Son of God. The disciples are 
convinced, the multitudes are applauding everywhere. Public acclaim 
has reached its high point. Surely he will be proclaimed king.

But at Chapter 8:31 we read in utter surprise along with the 
disciples - He began to teach them that He must suffer, be rejected, 
and finally be killed. He spoke openly and in verse 34 He called the 
people, to take up their cross.

That such a ministry of mighty works and merciful cures and 
supernatural wisdom should end in disgrace and death as a common 
criminal is surely the most incredible and tragic enigma of the ages.

Jesus of course had seen all this. From this point onward, the 
cross is the uppermost in the mind, and repeatedly on His lips.

The key verse of the Gospel is in chapter 10:45 -"The Son of Man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life
a ransom for many."

From chapter 8:22-10:52 we see Jesus with His disciples 
traveling from Caesarea Philippae, north of Galilee, southward to the
outskirts of Jerusalem. On the way, He instructs them that the cross 
is the only way - His and theirs also.

The way of Jesus to the cross and the way of discipleship are 
most closely interwoven in three passages (8:31-9:1; 9:30-37; 10:32-
45). They follow a prophecy - misunderstanding - instruction pattern.

Read 8:31-9:1. Immediately after Peter's recognition of Jesus as
the Christ, Jesus reveals His future death and resurrection,
and that this is why He came - all according to the will of God. He 
spoke plainly. Peter is shocked by these new and seemingly 
unthinkable possibilities. Jesus rebukes him sternly as worldly 
"Satan" and tempting Jesus to think contrary to God.

The disciples do not yet grasp why Jesus should have to give up 
His life, and in explanation they are told that it is to be 
their fate as well. Jesus calls the people to listen.

The Cost: three conditions for discipleship - 1.) We must deny 
ourselves. 2.) Take up our crosses. 3.) Follow Him.

To deny ourselves is to give up our own total will in favor of 
God's will, not simply giving up chocolate for lent.

To take up our crosses means to be willing to walk to our own 
death if we are to follow Jesus, not bear some affliction or sorrow -
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an act of faith - and will.
Following Jesus means renouncing virtually everything we value, 

including if necessary our very lives. And yet even more it means 
living for Him, with the fellowship of God, ministering each day in 
God's will, with the very love of Christ shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit. To see with the eyes of Christ the needs and hurts 
of everyone we might meet - to touch them with kindness, concern, and
forgiveness in the name of the Lord. To follow Jesus is and must be 
to do what He would do were He where we are - of course without His 
strength and guidance, His love and assurance we would be powerless 
to help anyone.

Then a paradox - For whoever wants to save his life will lose 
it. But whoever loses his life for my sake and for the sake of the 
gospel will save it.

The outcome of Jesus' death was resurrection, and ascension to 
the right hand of God. We see the two ways of living contrasted - the
natural human way is to work for our own security and safety, our own
power - in fact our own kingdom with castle and comforts. This will 
all pass away and be destroyed. From God's point of view if we seek 
the Kingdom of God and give our lives to the King's service we will 
inherit that kingdom in life eternal.

In verses 36 and 37 we see that gaining the whole world means 
giving up life - not only the joys of real living here and now we 
know those who have sought this and their unhappy lives -but also 
none can be carried from this world into the next, and all the world 
cannot buy one day of eternal life.

The next two verses are a warning and a promise. Jesus will 
disown anyone who has disowned Him in this world, indeed a warning of
judgment. The cost of being a follower may be high but the cost of 
not being a disciple is higher - to be rejected by Jesus. Then the 
promise of power from on high is given - and that some will die 
shortly thereafter (possibly Stephen).

9:30-37. Jesus and the disciples continue on their way to 
Jerusalem. Here He is teaching His disciples privately. This prophecy
is the simplest of the three. The hostile world will kill Him, and He
will rise the 3rd day. Possibly because of the rebuke they received 
the first time, we see them here not understanding but silent.

Later they argue among themselves about who is greatest. Their 
status in the Christian community. At Capernaum, He asked what they 
had been arguing about. They don't tell Him but He knows and reproves
them.

The first will be last in the eyes of the world and servant of 
all.

Christ speaks of the reversal in the age to come - that the 
Church which was now suffering in the world, will be exalted Jesus
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showed with His own life the truth of this statement, as the servant 
of all and indeed rejected and despised of men He became the first-
fruits of them that slept - being first to be resurrected and 
glorified by our Heavenly Father - This is our hope and promise and 
example.

Jesus applies this principle within the group of disciples 
also. It can be seen as a threat "If you are first in the Christian 
community today, you will in fact turn out to be last in the age to 
come." or a promise "If you wish to be great in the age to come, you 
must be least in this age."

The idea of servant is personal, a caring for and waiting on 
another person. With helping a child we expect no praise or honor - 
someone powerless - yet it is in helping in this way that puts us in 
a relation to Jesus and through Him to God. Just as we are called to 
lose our lives for the sake of Jesus and the Gospel, so we are called
to serve for Jesus and in so doing - in receiving the child in Jesus'
Name we receive Jesus Himself. Jesus is not concerned with greatness 
or honor; instead He allows Himself to fall into the cruel hands of 
the sinful world. In saying "him that sent me," Jesus reminds us that
He is God's messenger, the servant of God. That was His life, to 
perfectly and purely and righteously to serve the holy and just God, 
that sinless and spotless He might be the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
We are called to be like this Jesus, knowing our imperfections and 
failings, yet with God's help and forgiveness through Christ, we do 
indeed become more Christlike, as we yield to Him.

The third time is found in 10:32-45. As in the second passage, 
the misunderstanding of the disciples is concerned with the issue of 
greatness or power. As in the second, the teaching is concerned with 
the contrast of the way of power and that of service. It does, 
however, deal with the role of suffering, tying discipleship closely 
to the cross.

They are nearing Jerusalem. Jerusalem is mentioned as their 
goal. This third prediction is the most detailed and is to be 
fulfilled in each detail as recorded in chapters 14-16. No 
questions follow and the disciples must have begun to think they 
understood, yet the request of James and John shows they are still 
thinking of themselves and in a worldly way.

They request for the highest positions in the coming kingdom. 
Jesus does not rebuke them, but tells them that they don't know what 
their request includes. He asks if they can drink His cup of 
suffering and undergo His baptism into death. They reply they are 
able. Jesus promises that indeed they will suffer and die. If they 
wish to follow Jesus on the way of suffering, it will be granted to 
them. But the seats of Christ's left and right hand are reserved for 
those God has chosen - again emphasizing Jesus' role as servant of 
God.
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Implied in this teaching is the idea that suffering is the way 
of Christ and of those who follow Him, but in itself suffering gives 
no merit, earns Him no reward, nor allows Him to make any special 
requests.

It is according to the will of God that Jesus must suffer and be
killed. In addition, anyone who becomes a disciple must take up their
own cross and lose their own life in order to find it. Suffering is 
something that happens to true disciples. The world is hostile to the
kingdom of God.

When the rest hear about James and John's request, they get 
angry. Jesus summons them and explains the contrast between the way 
of the world and the way it must be among Christians.

In the world, rulers dictate what to do and how to live, 
tyrannize those under them. They use their power to serve their own 
desires. This is recognized by the world as greatness - the amount of
power one holds over others.

The contrast Jesus makes is not power versus suffering - but 
rather power versus services; not a disciple that suffers much, but a
disciple that serves much; a giving, not a taking. The person who 
waits at the table is in God's eyes greater than the person being 
waited on. Service is helping others, not controlling them.

In the second passage Jesus used a child to illustrate His 
point. Here He uses Himself as the example.

Verse 45. His very life is service, whole and complete, 
including the laying down of His life for many - that through His 
slave-service others are made free.

The way of Jesus is contrary to the way of the world against all
natural, and selfish expectations we may hold. Service to others is 
the way of life God reveals in Jesus, indeed revealing Himself and 
His love for us in His Son.

The way of discipleship is to deny oneself and be servant of 
all. The way of the world is to see what you can get others to do for
you. Suffering is a byproduct of selfless, giving love.

The question we face each moment is: Do we belong to ourselves, 
or to God? Have we been redeemed, bought with a price, indeed with 
the very life-blood of the sinless One, the very Lamb of God, Jesus 
Christ? Are we building our own kingdom here on earth and making it 
as comfortable as possible? Or do we seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness?

Jesus gave us a path to follow that we are incapable of 
duplicating - yet it is to be our guide. He gives us forgiveness 
for any mistakes we might make, and have made. He gives us Himself as
Helper, Comforter, Guide, and Teacher in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, and He provided the Scriptures to learn of Him.

What is discipleship - the gift of God. Because Jesus lived a
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life of perfect service to God and others. We are free to fail, and 
stumble, and be embarrassed because we are still being forgiven. God 
wishes us to be like His Son. He has given His Son for us. If we once
grasp the greatness and price of this gift, we cannot but desire to 
do what we can for Our Heavenly Father. And what we do, we can claim 
no credit, or accept any honor, for we only do it because we are His;
without Him, we could do nothing.

Read Romans 5:1-6.

Let us pray.



The Bread of Life - Jesus Christ
T.O.D. Johnston

In the Gospel of John chapter 6 we have the verses that reveal 
Jesus as the Bread of Life.

This takes place the day after Jesus fed the 5,000 with five 
barley loaves and two fish. Jesus perceived that the people had been 
following Him because of the miracles He had done, but that they were
much more interested in the occasion of His feeding them.

Verse 15 says "Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and 
make Him king by force, withdrew again into the hills by Himself."

The following day He and the disciples were at Capernaum. Those 
who had been fed followed them across the lake.

Were they seeking Jesus because they believed He was the Christ,
the very Son of God who came to die for their sins; did they 
understand the supernatural power shown in the healing of the sick, 
the release of the captives, the forgiveness of sin. Had they no fear
of God as they witnessed the feeding of 5,000, that only a special 
miracle by God's Almighty power was evidenced through this man of 
God. Did they just see a free meal, a man who could provide for them 
- was this the answer to their selfish prayers, a life of leisure.

In this great sermon of Jesus, He perceives all this and exhorts
them to things beyond their bellies, to things spiritual and 
everlasting. Let us listen to the Master.

Verses 26-63.
"26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye 
seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of 
the loaves, and were filled.
27 Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto 
you: for him hath God the Father sealed.
28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the 
works of God?
29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
30 They said therefore unto him, What sign showest thou then, that we
may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work?
31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave
them bread from heaven to eat.
32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven.
33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world.
34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.
35  ¶ And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst.
36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.
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37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will
of him that sent me.
39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day.
40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I
will raise him up at the last day.
41 ¶ The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread 
which came down from heaven.
42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from 
heaven?
43 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among 
yourselves.
44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of 
God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me.
46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he
hath seen the Father.
47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life.
48 I am that bread of life.
49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.
50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may 
eat thereof, and not die.
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give
is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
52 ¶ The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?
53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you.
54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day.
55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.
56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him.
57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father; so he
that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 
58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your
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fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread 
shall live for ever.
59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Caper'na-
um.
60 ¶ Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said,
This is a hard saying; who can hear it?
61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he 
said unto them, Doth this offend you?
62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was 
before?
63  It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."

We see here Jesus trying to bring sinful, selfish, carnal men to
an understanding, a realization of things spiritual; to remind them 
that they had originally been created in the image of God, made for 
communication with God. He wanted to make them rise above their 
fleshly appetites.

Christ teaches from the great lessons of the Old Testament that 
the things spoken of and the events in Israel's history spoke of Him,
and prefigured what He was here to do.

God giving the people manna from heaven was a mighty and 
gracious blessing of that without which the people would not have 
lived. So great was God's love and mercy.

Jesus tried to explain that the gift from God that He Himself 
was - is such a gift - full of power and might, and mercy and 
graciousness and love - and so much greater - that this Bread from 
Heaven endureth unto everlasting life.

How clear Jesus makes this Gospel message. He is the living 
bread. We are to eat His flesh and drink His blood. Many have trouble
with these almost cannibalistic sounding words. Many of the disciples
then and there went from Jesus. Many today do not like, nor 
understand Communion and avoid it continuously - and never bother to 
find the truth.

Jesus teaches us in simple ways that we might understand, and 
yet so many cannot see beyond the flesh.

Jesus said "It is the spirit that quickened; the flesh profited 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life."

If you were starving and someone offered you a loaf of bread, 
how long would you question the brand, how old it was, or what you 
could do to get it. How long would you hold it in your hands, and 
look at it and smell it. What good would that do? Would it stop you 
from dying? In order to live we must eat - we must take the bread 
into our mouths and chew it, and digest it - as it becomes a part of 
us it is used for life. Everyone understands this.
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If you were dying in your sins, and someone offered you 
forgiveness, yes life eternal in the living Bread from Heaven which 
is Jesus Christ, how long would you question the denomination, the 
social advantages and disadvantages, or what you had to do to earn 
such a gift (as if a gift had to be earned)? How long would you think
about it; how long would you go to church and hear about it, hold the
Living Word in your hands, and look at it from all angles? What good 
would that do? Would it stop you from dying in your sins? To live, 
Jesus clearly tells us, we must take Him into us - we must open our 
hearts to Him - we must make Him a very part of our lives, and this 
every day - He must be our daily bread - that we might have 
everlasting life, beginning now. He said that whosoever accepts His 
life of sacrifice, His death for us on the cross "dwelleth in me, and
I in him." We are to read these Holy Scriptures for they are words 
that speak of Jesus - "they are spirit, they are life." They feed our
spirits.

Is this not the Lord's teaching through the Last Supper - our 
communion.

As Paul writes in I Corinthians 11:23-26.
23. I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto

you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took
bread:

24: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, 
eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance
of me.

25. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye
as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

26. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
show the Lord's death till He come.

It is only by Christ's death that we have eternal life. We are 
never to forget it. Paul goes so far as to describe the Church in I 
Corinthians 10:17 thus "For we being many are one bread, and one 
body: for we are all partakers of that one bread."

One question that continues to arise is - "I can't understand 
all that, so shall I wait until I can?" We really don't understand 
all of anything. Seldom do we wait for understanding to try anything.
A starving man does not question all the ingredients and processes of
baking and mixing before he takes the bread and eats it.

Another problem was shown in the verse where they asked Jesus 
"What shall we do?" Even today many think that they must earn 
salvation, that they must be good enough or go to church enough to 
get into heaven. Jesus answered them, and us - "This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent." It is God's gift. 
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Truly it is an insult to God and His gift - which is Bread – living, 
life-giving, Heaven-sent Jesus Christ that while we were yet sinners 
and enemies of God He offered up His sinless and Holy Son for us. 
There is no eternal life separate from the Person of Jesus Christ.

In faith, believing, as a little child, we must accept this 
Bread as broken, that it is Christ's broken body that pays for our 
manifold sins. That this living bread is our daily portion and 
sustenance for our spiritual life. We must read of Jesus daily, we 
must pray to Him daily and build each other up in the faith by 
witnessing to our living relationship with our Lord.

If any have seen and heard of this bread but never partaken of 
Him - listen to the words of Jesus:

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come into him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me."

Jesus Christ wants to be a part of our daily lives. This is the 
depth of His love. He says "I will come in."

We cannot but adore and praise a God so merciful - that He would
do all this for us and still more that He wants to give us Himself - 
yes - and this indeed is life eternal. To be raised at the last day -
and to be given the hidden manna to eat in that day.



The Love of God
T.O.D. Johnston

The witness of Jesus
Listen for the word sent

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life."

Truly the will of God is to give - to each of us He has given 
this universe - this earth; this vast creation was prepared for us - 
to us He gave existence and life - and a consciousness, free will and
the possibility to be like God - His very image.

He continually gave to His first creatures - Himself - His very 
best - to bless them in every way but not to force His will upon 
them. Man turned from His limitless offer of life and fellowship.

God continually wants to give us His very best today, but first 
the price of sin - unbelief and rebellion against God had to be paid.
Knowing that no one could meet the holy and righteous demands of His 
law and holiness - His love was so great that He was willing to pay 
the price Himself. From the foundation of the world, in the 
mysterious councils of heaven these things were decided and God so 
loved His creatures that He was willing that His only-begotten Son 
would lower Himself to take upon Him the covering of flesh and live 
unto God the perfect and righteous life that no other could ever live
and that He was willing to suffer at the hands of His own creation 
even to the cruel death of the Cross of Calvary.

If you ever wish to know the love of God, look upon His Son, 
Jesus Christ. If you ever wish to know that God loves you personally 
look upon the life of Jesus Christ for it was lived for you, and look
upon the death of Jesus Christ, the crown of thorns, the pierced 
hands and feet, the scourged back, the cruel mockery of men: it He 
bore for you and for me.

Why - so we might be saved, right? What was the purpose of 
living that life, and dying that death - truly it was to restore 
fellowship with God, that through Christ's death we might have 
forgiveness and a continuous life of fellowship through continued 
forgiveness - for this is truly the immeasurable quality of God's 
love - His grace so surpassed our understanding - Christ's life and 
death has such infinite value that it paid the price for all the sin 
all men had committed, were committing or would ever commit - only 
each person had to turn to God and with outstretched and empty hands,
accept this gift of love.

Yet as Christians, we must never forget or get past the fact 
that the only fellowship we have or ever can have, is never on our 
own nor can we please God by what we do - but only through Christ - 
in Him in heaven is our righteousness, our sanctification, or 
redemption, our salvation, our hope, yes our very life. Let me state



2
The Love of God continued

clearly - we have no fellowship with God except through Jesus Christ.
We are no longer under condemnation - nor will we ever face judgment,
but we have received the adoption of sons - joint heirs with Christ 
of all that God has.

God no longer judges us for He judged us in Jesus Christ nearly 
2,000 years ago and we were judged not guilty for Jesus paid with His
life's blood the price for us. We have a life of continuous sonship, 
continuous forgiveness as we continue to confess  our mistakes and 
inability to live sinlessly. This is the law of love. God holds no 
bitterness, no grudges, they are removed as far as the east is from 
the west.

Our own children have done many things that needed forgiveness 
and our limited human love has a great God-given capacity to forgive 
most anything from those we have - even when it hurts us personally.

As children of God, through Christ, His forgiveness goes beyond 
any such limitations.

Truly God wishes the very best for us - but the best for us is 
His will and in order to enjoy the blessings that He created in this 
world and life we must follow His plans.

If we were lost and wished to find our way from where we were to
the other side of a great complex of buildings and walks and parks we
would eagerly take a map and guide made by the architect and builder 
of the place. We would even appreciate the notes of a person that had
crossed before us.

From the beginning of time God has given man His word that he 
might have a map and advice how to walk through the pilgrimage from 
earth to heaven. The Holy Spirit has been the guide all the way. God 
told and showed men where the blessings were on the way, long life, 
happiness, peace, prosperity, love, fellowship, etc... All man had to
do was to follow God - follow His Word - but to man this was too hard
- the bad word - obedience! Trust God - that He is true, faithful, 
unchanging in His Holy ways, that His promises will stand forever.

To say, it's my decision, to say I will decide is really saying 
- I do not trust God - I do not trust His Word - I will find out for 
myself. A great deal of the Scripture records the sad cycles of 
questioning God, to doubting, to turning from Him, to distress and 
turmoil, to destruction and affliction - then repentance and 
obedience for a time and the cycle repeats.

But it does not have to be so - and thank God that the 
Scriptures also include great men of faith that continued in 
fellowship with God and show us God's ways.

One thing that needs to be made clear is what the Scriptures 
mean by the word love. Unfortunately in our American English, love 
has so many meanings and shades of meaning that we are almost driven 
not to use the word, so that we won't be misunderstood. The New



3
The Love of God continued

Testament Greek word used to express the love of God is specific and 
can be defined as an act of the Divine will, in deliberate choice, 
made without known cause except that which lies in the nature of God 
Himself. This love of God was perfectly expressed among men in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whereby God sought the welfare of all. It must 
also be remembered that this love is not because we are worthy or 
have any merit in ourselves. God's love is action, doing that which 
is best for others.

God loves us only because He has chosen to do so, and He loves 
us only through His Son, Jesus Christ. All that we have from God 
comes to us through and in Jesus Christ. We are to pray to the Father
in His name, that our prayers may be heard in heaven.

Our response to God for all these gifts of love and blessing and
of life itself in Jesus Christ can be nothing but thanksgiving and 
gratitude - yes love toward Him for what He has done for us. He calls
us to trust Him with our very lives that He may give us the best 
gifts - and the most precious and greatest of which is Himself. In 
order for us to know Him and receive of Him we must believe what He 
says and follow His instructions - yes obey His Word. Though Christ 
is no longer on earth, He sent the Holy Spirit to guide us and give 
us the power to do all that He has commanded us.

Listen to the words of Our Saviour.
John 12:44-50

"44 ¶ Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on
me, but on him that sent me.
45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.
46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me 
should not abide in darkness.
47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: 
for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.
48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day.
49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he 
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I 
speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak."

John 14:1-21
"1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
me.
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
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4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.
5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way?
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from 
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.
8 ¶ Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth
us.
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? 
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else 
believe me for the very works' sake.
12 ¶ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Father.
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.
14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
15 ¶ If ye love me, keep my commandments.
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
17 even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
18 ¶ I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.
19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me:
because I live, ye shall live also.
20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, 
and I in you.
21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I 
will love him, and will manifest myself to him."

Our other response to the love of God in Jesus Christ is a 
direct commandment which Jesus spoke many times: John 15:12 -

"This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you."

To follow this commandment we must obey. To obey as has 
carefully been pointed out earlier, we must clearly understand how we
are to love one another. Jesus said it is as He has loved us, and He
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was expressing the very love of God. Let us work this out - we are to
love one another as God loved us - as God now loves us and will 
forever love us: It is through Jesus Christ. It is a conscious act of
our wills to do good to others, to seek their best interest. To love 
each other is not if we feel like it or if they are loveable or like 
us, or for what we might get in return.

We must love others because we decide to do it. That we will 
seek to be helpful and forgiving.

We must see them through the very eyes of Christ. We must never 
forget that Christ died for them too. We still sin and need 
forgiveness ourselves. God forgives us through Christ. What right do 
we have to withhold forgiveness to one for whom Christ died when God 
does not? Do we set ourselves above God?

Jesus didn't say it would be nice if we had a lot of warm 
feelings toward each other and went around hugging and putting on. He
commanded us to love one another as He has loved us.

The more we know Jesus Christ and are more aware of His 
greatness and majesty and righteousness and holiness the better we 
see our own imperfections and temptations, yes our continuing 
sinfulness - we are continually made aware of our need to be thankful
for God's love in giving His Son for us.

This is indeed the Gospel of Jesus Christ that we are 
responsible for sharing with the whole world - yes, where men need 
the Good News of forgiveness and love. How can we sincerely and 
truthfully share the love and forgiveness of God in Christ with 
others if we deny love and forgiveness to our brothers and sisters in
Christ? Do we dare to hold grudges when God does not? Do we have 
bitterness and hurt feelings because of what others have done to us -
when God has forgiven us everything that we ask Him to?

This we need to seek God's forgiveness about - we can have no 
real fellowship and growth with God if we do not love others as He 
loves us. We must repent and obey.

Listen with your heart to the words of our Saviour, Jesus as the
Holy Spirit ministers in spirit and truth:

John 15:9-17
"9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in 
my love.
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full.
12 ¶ This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you.
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.
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14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may
give it you.
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another."

Let our lives be a living epistle and a witness to God's love 
for us in Jesus Christ. Let the prayer of our hearts together and 
alone be that of the writer of Hebrews in chapter 10, verses 22-25.

Hebrews 10:22-25
"22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for
he is faithful that promised;
24 and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works:
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching."



History



What the Bible Is!
Its Role in the growth of a Christian.

T.O.D. Johnston

Psalms 19:7-14.
7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8  The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of
the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
11  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them 
there is great reward.
12  Who can understand his errors? Cleanse thou me from secret 
faults.
13  Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not 
have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be 
innocent from the great transgression.
14  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.

World's opinion:
1.) The greatest book in the world;
2.) Best seller year after year;
3.) Curious myths and stories;
4.) Stories of Jesus;
5.) It's religious

Church's opinion:
1.) Holy & Divine; inspired;
The record and interpretation of God's disclosure of Himself to 

human beings - "revelation". II Timothy 3:16 - "All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:"

2.) God moved over 60 different people to write over thousands 
of years what God wanted recorded and revealed.

3.) Jesus Is the Word.

John 1:14 -
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.
2  The same was in the beginning with God.
3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.
4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended 
it not.
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6  ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all men through him might believe.
8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9  ¶ That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.
10  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not.
11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
13  which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.
14  ¶ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.

Jesus the Living Word - from the beginning: The Bible, the 
written Word - made alive through the Holy Spirit.

"Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God."

5.) Bible Study: just to learn about God? No. To spend time with
God Himself, to experience God through what He has done!

II Timothy 3:16 - "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness:"

Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."

Questions:
1.) Can you remember God using a specific Scripture to guide 

you?
2.) What is the best way to use the Bible personally?
3.) Do you use it to guide your decisions?
4.) Is commitment necessary?
5.) Is consistency necessary?

How to Study the Bible
Intro - the purpose of spoken or written language is 

communication to us, and God uses as clear and direct a way as 
possible. He doesn't give us riddles or tell us one thing when He 
means another. All Scripture should be taken first and primarily at 
face value. This does not deny secondary meanings or implications,
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symbols or types. God employed all the words and literary devices 
used by man in order to best communicate with man.

Some things we are told from God's point of view or about 
heavenly things, and because earthly words had to be used, what we 
read and can understand cannot approach the reality of the vision 
(such as what Ezekiel or John experienced). Most of us are very 
sloppy with the English language and use a great many words 
imprecisely. As a result, when we read the Bible we take this same 
sloppiness and imprecision, and get indefinite ideas about what we 
read. We don't weigh each word carefully and think over its relation 
to the rest of the words in a passage. We don't reason through what 
it is not saying which gives clues to limit what it is saying.

Most of us don't know enough about literary devices and the 
rules which govern their uses to transfer to the Bible. Also, our 
understanding of the context and the social-cultural background of 
the Bible is very different in the different ages, plus very changed 
in our own day. To do our Bible study worthily we need to use our 
best intelligence and be aware of our own limitations. We may be very
thankful that so many have gone before us and given their best 
efforts in providing help for us in every way to understand the 
Scriptures. Categories - Translations; Concordances; Bible 
dictionaries and encyclopedias; Commentaries; Atlases.

About Commentaries:
They come in 1, 2, 3, 4, or multiple volumes - up to 23. They 

are verse by verse explanations of Scripture. They include levels of 
scholarship - details about original languages. About the men who 
wrote them - years of experience and study.

The types of comments:
Scholarly, regarding original languages, history, etc.
Some are conservative, others are liberal.
Others are argumentative, speculative - not helpful to 

believers.
You must know your authors - read key passages to find the 

general attitude. (Interpreters, Speakers, etc.)

The bottom line:
Intelligently use the scholarship and faithful works of others. 

There is no final authority but the Bible.



God's Plan: Time and Eternity
T.O.D. Johnston

Organized Complexity.

There is no recorded example of any organism evolving into a 
more highly organized state of complexity. There also is no recorded 
example of the same 'macro-evolution' in the billions of fossils in 
the earth's crust. They cannot explain the complexity of the human 
brain.

The second law of thermodynamics is observed universally: all 
natural processes to decrease complexity in the universe. This is 
called increasing entropy. This is experienced by everyone as they 
continue to age and finally die. This includes the sun and the earth 
and all life.

No one has actually observed 'good' mutations. Mutations are 
breakdowns in a system, downward lessening in complexity, usually 
resulting in destruction. No more than 1 out of 1,000 mutations are 
possibly beneficial. Evolution by mutation and natural selection is 
mathematically impossible.

Isaiah 40:26 – 'Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 
created these things that bringeth out their host by number: he 
calleth them all by names by the greatness of His might, for that he 
is strong in power; not one faileth.'

Only recently do we begin to understand the complexity of the 
human brain. Evolution cannot account for its development. The human 
brain generates consciousness, complex thought processes, and the 
ability to communicate with others.  Human language is unique with no
evolutionary explanation. It is a special gift of God to the first 
man and woman, so they could communicate with each other and God. The
original language families were also supernaturally given by God, to 
stop the rebellion against Him at the Tower of Babel. They all had 
the basic mental skills to learn to write in their new languages. 
Most likely the earliest began in Sumeria, Assyria, all the fertile 
crescent.

Cuneiform (wedge-shaped figures) on at least 500,000 clay 
tablets have been uncovered. They include every category of life: 
accounts, receipts, lessons, litigation, essays, erotica, math, 
epics. Reading and writing appeared fully developed in complex forms 
in each community. The highest form of animal life – apes or 
chimpanzees will never be able to speak. Our vocal apparatus is 
unique to man. No human community has ever been found that did not 
have a language. In the beginning was the Word, all things were 
created by that Word, and Adam and Eve were created to communicate 
with that Word.

The dispersion at Babel probably represented about 70 basic 
languages, from the 70 ancestral tribes listed in the Table of 
Nations. Many others were developed over time (5,000 year time lapse)
to now include 6,000 languages today.
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God gave us the gift to reveal His Word to us, and can respond 
in faith and praise Him. 'And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made 
man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the 
blind? have not I the LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with thy 
mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.' (Exodus 4:11,12.)

God's Plan and Eternity.

God said, 'My Spirit shall not always strive with man' (Genesis 
6:3.) God is longsuffering towards us, not willing that any should 
perish (II Peter 3:9). Even this free gift of God must be accepted 
before it can be possessed. Most people will either neglect or even 
refuse to accept that gift. 'For if ye believe not that I am He, ye 
shall die in your sins.' (John 8:24.) 'And he is the propitiation for
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world.' (I John 2:2.) 

The Lake of Fire.

In modern times, many don't believe in an ultimate destination 
for the wicked, the hell Jesus talked about. 'Then shall he say also 
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into 
life eternal.' (Matthew 25:41-46.) 'And death and hell were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.' 
(Revelation 20:14,15.) 'He that overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second 
death.' (Revelation 21:7,8.)

Paul said, 'there is none that doeth good, no not one' (Romans 
3:12). Jesus said in Mark 10:18 – '...there is none good but one, 
that is, God.' Jesus said in Matthew 7:13,14 - 'Enter ye in at the 
strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.'

According to a recent survey, 39% of Americans do not believe in
any religion or hell (approximately 111 million). In Europe the 
percentages are even greater. All these people will die in their 
sins. Also, the billions of people that believe and follow other 
religions – no matter how ethical their behavior, they remain lost.

'Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
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other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.' 
(Acts 4:12.) 'Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.' (John 14:6.) 'He 
that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.' (John 3:18.)

There are those that profess Christ who will be sent to hell. 
They will have knowledge of some part, but not true faith, no true 
relationship with Christ. 'Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will 
I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.' (Matthew 7:22,23.)

The true believer accepts the truth of their own sin and does 
not boast of their own deeds.

Romans 3:21-31. Righteousness through Faith.

21 ¶ But now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
22 even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe; for there is no difference:
23 for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
24 being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus:
25 whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God;
26 to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might
be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
27 ¶ Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works?
Nay; but by the law of faith.
28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law.
29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? 
Yes, of the Gentiles also:
30 seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by 
faith, and uncircumcision through faith.
31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we 
establish the law.

Proverbs 14:12 states, 'There is a way which seemeth right unto 
a man; but the end thereof are the ways of death.' Only Jesus 
defeated our greatest enemy and penalty – death. Those that do not 
accept Him call Him a liar. They either believe in another way or 
believe that this life is all there is.
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Though most people do not act upon the light they have, the 
evidence of creation, the witness of conscience, or what truth may be
found in their religion, how they act upon the light they have will 
determine the eternal destination. Therefore, they will be without 
excuse. 'He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.' (John 3:36.)

The Eternal City for the redeemed, the holy city, new Jerusalem 
to come down from God out of heaven. This was the place that Jesus 
went to prepare, that where He is, we will be also. Abraham 'for he 
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God.' (Hebrews 11:10.) It will be the paradise of Eden made anew. Not
a single tree of life like in Eden, but many such trees lining the 
banks of a great river flowing from the throne of the Lamb. 'And he 
showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street 
of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, 
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.' (Revelation 22:1,2).

It will be about 1,500 miles wide, long, and high. The streets 
are of pure transparent gold, like pure glass. Streets will be 
vertical and horizontal. Just as God gave the first man work to do in
Eden, so also will we have work to do in the new one. As Adam had 
dominion over the earth, so the dominion mandate may be increased to 
include the entire created universe. To travel to distant stars and 
planets, to study, and write books, to be added to God's library for 
others to use. We could read those of others also.

'O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out!' (Romans 11:33.) It will be eternal learning. Our awe and love 
and devotion to Him will also continue to increase. The work and 
responsibility will be according to our work and faithfulness here on
earth. Luke 12:43 talks about the servant being blessed for being 
faithful in Christ's service when He comes.

'And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: 
but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.' (Revelation 
21:27.) 'And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.' 
(Revelation 21:4.) 'For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.' 
(Isaiah 65:17.) Seeing and sharing our own experiences with loved 
ones, and seeing and sharing in theirs. Also, to meet and talk with 
all of the famous Bible characters, as well as saints from all the



5
God's Plan: Time and Eternity continued

ages. What a fellowship!
Paul refers to ages to come twice: 'That in the ages to come he 

might show the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness toward 
us, through Christ Jesus.' (Ephesians 2:7.) 'Unto him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.'
(Ephesians 3:21.)

The Millennium is one of those 'ages.' What the other 'ages' 
will be like is not mentioned. Some choose to speculate. All 
speculations will be wrong. In the meantime, according to I John 2:28
- 'And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his 
coming.' To abide means to remain or continue as branches in the true
vine.

In the parable Jesus left His servants to 'occupy til I come.' 
They were to carry on His business profitably, and follow His 
instructions faithfully. The far country was His return to heaven as 
with the parable of the talents. The time gone was long. The servants
were to use the talents profitably.

This includes taking care of family, job, and spiritual things 
in witnessing, church work, etc. Whatever we have been given to do, 
we must do it 'heartily, as unto the Lord' (Colossians 3:23).

'His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.' 
(Matthew 25:21.) Faithfulness in our work for Christ will be rewarded
and lead to a similar assignment in the future age. Faithful work 
over a few things becomes work over many things. In the future age – 
rewards and service.

There will no longer be any need of those occupations related to
sin or illness. There will be no war or crime, no illness, and no 
lawsuits. Therefore no soldiers, police, lawyers, doctors, or nurses.
All building, communications experts, scientists, teachers, will have
meaningful tasks.

We have the dominion mandate, and the missionary mandate. 
'Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.' (I Corinthians 
10:31.) We should be studying His Word and His World. Science, 
technology, and education. We also must 'preach the Gospel to every 
creature' (Matthew 16:15).

We need to still think beyond our own little situation and see 
some part of God's great plan for all the saints in the ages to come.
We need to see and understand things from God's point of view. His 
plans continue far, far beyond our small perspective of our own lives
into the ages to come, the eternity of His making.

Be ready – even so, come Lord Jesus. Amen.



The Logic of Biblical Creation

Evolution.

One thing is certain in the world. Even after all that modern 
scientists have done to prove otherwise, there is no evidence 
whatsoever, historic or scientific, that evolution (from simpler to 
more complex) is occurring today. Evolution is not observable nor has
any scientific experiment proved it. It must be accepted by faith. No
recorded history mentions any observation of mutation into more 
complex form. On the contrary, a great number of species have become 
extinct.

Of all the fossils found, no transitional forms have been found 
– out of all the billions of fossils from all over the world. It is a
record of destruction and extinction. If evolution was true, there 
should be transitional features continually found among all kinds.

The Necessity of Creation.

The best universally known and confirmed laws of thermodynamics:

The First Law: the total quantity of matter / energy remains 
constant, though it frequently changes form. A parallel principle in 
biology observes that like always begets like, though there can be 
many varieties (such as dogs or cats, etc.).

The Second Law: the quality of any system, its complexity, its 
information value, always tends to decrease. Mutation causes 
deterioration. Everything breaks down and dies.

In summary - the First Law: nothing is being created, or 
evolving. The Second Law: everything is running down. This is called 
the law of entropy. Logic demands a creation that was unique and 
above and beyond all present natural processes. For there to have 
been a creation, there must have also been a Creator. The creation is
infinitely complex, highly organized, and energized cosmos.

The Creator must be omniscient (all-knowing) and omnipotent 
(all-powerful). He must be infinitely alive, to create life. He is 
also fully capable of communicating with those in His image, all 
about His creation. This was part of the divine plan, that man would 
know God's purposes in creating the world and man's purpose in it.

Only the book of Genesis records God's creation. All other 
religions and philosophy throughout history begin with the universe 
already in existence, then speculate how the various natural forces 
(often personified as various gods and goddesses) may have generated 
the observed systems and living creatures of the world out of some 
primordial watery chaos. Most of the various mythologies may be 
extrapolated memories from the period before the Great Flood.



2
The Logic of Biblical Creation continued

Jesus believed and taught the creation account in Genesis. He 
should know since He was present at the creation. Everything was 
created "after its kind" (Genesis 1:24). After six days of creation, 
God "rested from all His work" (Genesis 2:3). Since then, no creation
processes have been used on "upholding all things by the Word of His 
power" (Hebrews 1:3), the first law of the conservation of matter / 
energy.

Knowing and accepting God's record as the ultimate truth can 
bring peace and joy in this otherwise confusing and contradictory 
chaos of modern American society where nearly everything goes. Having
a purpose and standing for truth, and unselfish love, forgiveness, 
mercy, and grace through Christ is the reality of God's purpose now 
and forever. Amen.



Original Sin -
Definition

T.O.D. Johnston

All men, consistently, in all ages, without fail, fall into 
moral evil which leads them into a complete alienation and rebellion 
against God, and places them under the vengeance, judgment and wrath 
of God.

Scripture describes man as born with a nature of sinful 
depravity of the heart.

Only the mercy and kindness of God comes to prevent man from the
ruin.

I John 1:8-10.
"8 ¶ If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us."

Scripture and history as well as our own experience have taught 
us that no single person capable of acting as a moral agent that is 
not a sinner or transgressor of the law of God. We all come under the
curse of God and deserve the consequence of death.

All of the world's religions contain within them a way of 
salvation according to works. If a person's good deeds outweigh their
bad ones, they are declared righteous and holy. Our culture continues
to force this measure onto us and we tend to judge others by their 
works. Christians are popularly known as those goody-goodies that go 
to church. When such a person stumbles, we immediately question his 
being Christian at all.

It may be helpful to look at this issue from God's point of 
view. We need to be reminded of the true order of the universe. God 
is the Divine Being. All else is what He created out of nothing. We 
are among the millions of creatures God made. God is the source of 
all life, light, and love. We are under complete obligation to obey 
Him. He is worthy of all respect, honor, praise, and obedience - much
beyond any fellow human. There is no merit in our trying to obey God 
as if we were special people. Respect and obedience are what we owe 
God. To refuse is sin, rebellion against God. No merit or worthiness 
can outweigh the burden of guilt when we sin. We put great value on 
our acts of kindness, our sacrifices, things we do in the name of the
Lord. In the eyes of God, all these do not bring us up to what we 
should be as His servants, His creations. Even in our own eyes, these
good deeds stand in stark contrast to our normal tendency to 
selfishness.

Everyone who has lived, has sinned against God. Our nature tends
to continually sin against God. This propensity to sin tends to
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increase. Habits and practices of wickedness will be constantly 
committed and also will consistently increase. Only divine grace can 
change this.

Scripture shows us many saints of God but also records their 
sins, which brought upon them God's chastisement. No man has been 
able to attain such a high degree of righteousness as to not commit 
any sin. The apostle James speaks of all Christians as often sinning.

The law of God is the rule of right; it measures virtue and sin.
I. How far we go from God's perfect precepts is measured not 

only by our transgressions against them, but also in not doing what 
is required.

"I was hungry and ye gave me no meat"
II. The sum of our duty to God, as required in His law, is love.

Our hearts are to regard God with esteem, honor, benevolence, 
gratitude, respect.

III. Therefore if anyone withholds more of that love or respect 
of heart from God, which His law requires, has more sin than 
righteousness. The sinful disrespect of his heart towards God, is 
greater than his respect to Him.

The chief command of all the law is found in these words:
"Love the Lord our God with all our hearts, and with all our 

souls, with all our strength, and all our mind."
God is worthy of love equal to his perfections, which are 

infinite. We are obligated to love God to the utmost of what is 
possible for us. This love should be so great in us to govern and 
guide the innermost desires of our hearts.

How far are most people in the world from being governed by even
half the required love toward God? Where is their gratitude for the 
immeasurable benefits they receive from God?

How infinitely great and wonderful is God's grace that is 
revealed and offered to those who accept it, shown in the eternal 
salvation which God provided by giving His only-begotten Son to die 
for sinners.

All we deserve is death and damnation. How great our gratitude 
should be. Jesus was carried through those pains by a love stronger 
than death, a love whose length, and breadth, and depth, and height, 
passes knowledge.

How little gratitude there is. How far below our duty we fall. 
Do we love God because He is what He is, or only because He is 
profitable to us?

Most men through the ages treat God in such a way that would be 
considered contemptuous treatment of another man. God has offered 
Himself as man's friend, father, God, and everlasting portion. He has
shown immeasurable love, the boundless riches of His grace in Jesus 
Christ, with long-suffering. He has also made just threats of
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judgment and wrath.
The majority of mankind turn their backs on God and ignore or 

even curse Him.
Though our understanding of the supreme worthiness of God is 

imperfect, yet whatever we know of His greatness and majesty must 
cause our hearts to respect God above all.

As Christians, we have God's own Spirit within us to give us 
guidance and strength to help us be on God's side and against the 
enemy. The just live by faith. Our spiritual life is maintained only 
as it has respect by faith to its author and finisher, and receives 
the ability to overcome. Paul wrote "This is the victory that 
overcomes the world, even our faith." Our faith in Him Who promised 
to never leave or forsake us, Who will not allow His people to be 
tempted above their ability, He Whose grace shall be sufficient for 
them. His strength will be made perfect in weakness; and that where 
He has begun a good work, He will carry it through unto the day of 
redemption and glory.



Original Sin
T.O.D. Johnston

Original sin is the loss of original righteousness, just as 
blindness is the loss of sight. As a result of the fall, the 
intellect became darkened so that we no longer know God and His will,
and no longer perceive the works of God...we neither trust God's 
mercy nor fear His righteousness, but without concern follow the 
flesh. We take on complicated defenses and remedies to keep our 
consciences quiet. In this life we cannot completely get rid of them.

Because Adam turned from God, we are born with no knowledge 
about what God is, what grace is, what righteousness is, and finally,
what sin is.

Unless we correctly recognize how deadly the disease really is, 
we do not know or desire the cure for it.

As to why this took place. Certainly God knew even before He 
created Adam. There is no profit in speculating about it. The most we
should say is that it pleased God that Adam should be tempted as a 
test of his abilities.

Even today, it pleases God that His Church, cleansed by the 
Word, is still tested by continual temptations and dangers.

The account in Chapter 3 of Genesis became crystal clear only 
when Christ and the Holy Spirit came and shed light upon all the 
mysteries of Scripture.

We see the cleverest of all creatures being used by Satan (we 
think of the fox today as a clever animal). The serpent at this 
moment was apparently upright and beautiful, and Eve seemed not at 
all taken aback by its talking to her. The serpent began by attacking
God's Word and God's will. It tries to show that because they were 
told not to eat of that one tree, God's will toward them is not good.
Eve is urged to think against the Word and good will of God.

In Adam's innocence, the only service he could offer God was 
obedience. Unbelief is the source of all sins, leading to all the 
others. After the Word and their trust in God is lost, man becomes 
proud of himself and scorns God.

Satan forever perverts and changes God's Word. In this way he 
also tempted Christ, who in contrast to Eve, kept God's Word 
unbroken.

All who give up the Word of God and worship their own thoughts 
are idolaters.

Satan asks, "Did God actually command you?" saying in effect, 
"how can God bear such ill will toward you as to deny you the ability
to be wise."

In John 8:44, Christ identified the real enemy of God (and man) 
as the Adversary, a lying murderous spirit, who has no fear of 
distorting the command of God and to urge man to idolatry - which he 
knew would result in the destruction of the entire human race.

Especially in our day we have many who have a similar smugness, 
who gladly distort the Word of God and lead many astray.
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Satan used this animal best suited to tempt Eve. It was later 
cursed, losing most of its cleverness; it was to be considered evil 
above other animals; it lost its uprightness, and was made to eat 
dust. Because of sin we lost our innocent nakedness, our upright 
will, our righteous intellect.

As satan begins his deception, he tries to sound completely 
reasonable. He uses the pretense of God's Name and Word - but in 
reality he is denying both. This is the beginning and main part of 
every temptation - when our reason tries to reach a decision about 
the Word and God's will separate from that Word.

The one command about that one tree gave man an opportunity to 
show that he was obeying - in effect it was an outward form of 
worship, done in faith for Adam didn't know what the fruit would do, 
nor did he know anything about death.

Eve's response begins well. She quotes God's command - but when 
quoting the punishment she backs off a little by saying not "you will
surely die," but "lest perhaps we shall die." Her faith is wavering. 
The devil has persuaded her that God was not so cruel as to kill them
for eating of that one fruit. Of her small distortion of God's Word, 
satan takes full advantage. (Verses 4,5.)

By first raising the question in verse 3, satan did not openly 
deny God's Word but sought to raise doubt. Once he achieves this, he 
now goes on boldly to directly deny the Word, and to charge God with 
lying and cruelty. He takes Eve's little word "perhaps" and makes it 
a full negative "you will not die". Eve's silence means agreement.

Before the desire to eat of the fruit could arise in Eve, she 
had to first lose faith in the Word which God had spoken to Adam.

Peter warns Christians in I Peter 5:9 that we must learn from 
this experience and stand firm in temptation, to resist the tempter 
while holding to the Word, closing our ears to what is foreign to the
Word.

Satan goes on to say "God knows that your eyes will be opened." 
This suggests two meanings. First, satan attempts to stir up 
resentment against God, as if God has purposefully kept something 
good from Adam and Eve. Satan suggests that God could not really want
them to live in darkness, without any knowledge of good and evil. He 
says, "God is good. Certainly he doesn't begrudge you anything useful
or helpful. He won't be upset if you become like Him." With this, 
satan has manufactured a different Word and will of God, to give 
Eve's desire a push. Satan's poison is the addition, to her desire of
wanting to have insight beyond what God has commanded. She even now 
turns this sin over in her mind, where before she would have run away
at this suggestion.

The disease is begun, only death can follow. God is long-
suffering, therefore not punishing sin immediately. We would learn
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better, but only too late if our punishment was direct. All would 
perish in their sins. Satan abuses God's mercy by keeping men from 
even being aware of their sin. Because the punishment is delayed, 
satan fills the heart with smugness, and man not only does not become
aware that he has committed sin, but even enjoys and finds 
satisfaction in his sins.

The farther man goes away from God's Word, he thinks himself 
more educated and wiser. This satan helps man with, every step of the
way. This must also reflect the devil's own mind and experience.

Once sin begins, it infects all the senses. Eve saw, thought, 
desired, and finally acted. She puts God aside and becomes satan's 
pupil.

Some look only at the final action of picking and eating the 
fruit, and not at the sin from which this action followed. They 
conclude that God is cruel, that because of such a small sin He has 
inflicted such a great punishment on the entire human race. Some of 
these hate God and despair - others call this a fairy tale.

Let us focus a moment on this most important point: satan did 
not first try to allure Eve by the loveliness of the fruit. He 
started by attacking man's greatest strength - faith in God's Word. 
The real source of sin is unbelief, just as the source of 
righteousness is faith. When satan had succeeded in getting Eve to 
disbelieve in the command God had given, it was easy to bring about 
the eating of the fruit.

Verse 6. Eve sins with her whole self, all her senses, and yet 
is not aware of her sin. She eats with pleasure and then urges her 
husband to do the same.

Verse 7. When the Law becomes alive again, sin also becomes 
alive at the some time, as Paul explains in Romans 3:20. When sin is 
active, awareness of it sleeps or lies as if dead; but when the Law 
comes, then the eyes are opened, and man becomes aware of what God 
has commanded and what punishment He has promised for the 
transgressors.

Satan allows their eyes to be opened, so that they see the 
awfulness of what they had done. Satan, of course, hopes that they 
might perish in despair.

As it is the nature for the eye to see, so in Adam it was the 
created nature of his reason and will to know God, to trust God, and 
to respect God.

Just as when the eye is damaged, sight is impaired; so when man 
fell from righteousness to sin, all his natural abilities are 
corrupted by sin.

Through sin, the most useful members of the human body have 
become the most shameful.

Only in the Bible do we have the origin of shame because of 
nakedness as a result of sin. Before sin it had been honorable.
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From then till now - we still attempt to cover our sin and appear 
righteous.

Sin brings evil results - first shame, then covering themselves 
and here in verse 8 they try to hide from God.

At evening, when the heat of the day subsides, the breeze begins
to blow. Adam and Eve were terrified by the rustling of the leaves, 
since they knew the wind preceded the appearance of the Lord.

This fear, in the light of day, shows how complete their fall 
from faith was. They feared that God was coming to demand punishment 
from them.

The extent of their fall is indicated by the fact that they 
shrink in terror more from God, than from the sight and presence of 
the devil. Man also lost his sound reason; he tries the impossible - 
to hide from God among the trees. The nature of sin is that the 
farther man withdraws from God, the farther he still wishes to go.

Verse 9. Adam is called to judgment.
Verse 10. Adam is so confused that he does not see that he has 

condemned himself by hiding; he then proceeds to condemn himself with
his own mouth. He confesses fear of what he did not used to fear - 
the voice of God. Adam had changed. He now had fear; he was now 
ashamed because he was naked. And he was fleeing from God, which 
itself is a sin and a witness to previous sin.

It was as if Adam was saying (verse 10): "Thou, Lord, hast 
sinned, for I would have remained holy in Paradise after eating of 
the fruit if Thou had kept quiet." In other words He said "I wouldn't
have run away if your voice had not frightened me."

We all prefer to accuse God rather than acknowledge our sin 
before Him. Adam seeks to blame God for his nakedness, as if God 
created something shameful.

Verse 11. God says "your conscience convicted you of sin because
you ate the fruit from the forbidden tree." Because you are 
terrified, you prove that you have sinned against this command.

Adam is not able even yet to acknowledge his sin. He continues 
to flee from God rather than run back to God. He seeks any excuse - 
now he blames Eve. He ties to claim that his action must be alright 
because ultimately it came from God. He transfers his guilt to God by
saying "If Thou had not joined this woman to me, I would not have 
eaten." "You gave me this woman, therefore You are to blame."

Adam tries every way to clear himself. At the same time, he 
hates his punishment, God's justice and God Himself. He tries with 
all his might to persuade God and everyone else that he is suffering 
innocently. He minimizes his sin by saying that he did not listen to 
the serpent, and he didn't pluck the fruit. Adam cannot be forced 
into a confession of his sin, but as long as he has any hope or any 
excuse left, he denies it or excuses it.
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In the beginning he had hoped to cover his sin. Then he accuses 
God rather than admit it. After his conscience has convicted him, and
he has heard his sin from God, he passes on the guilt to the woman, 
and then to God.

He is saying in effect, "If Thou had not burdened me with having
to live with this woman, I would have remained without sin. 
Therefore, this guilt for my having sinned is Thine, since Thou didst
give me this wife."

Sinners in despair cannot do otherwise - accurse God and excuse 
themselves.

Verse 13. When God questions Eve, she does no better than Adam. 
She excuses herself and passes on the guilt to the serpent, "Which 
Thou hast created, and which Thou has permitted to move about in 
Eden, deceived me." Sin causes unbelief to turn into blasphemy, 
disobedience, and contempt of God.

Verse 14. As God turns to deal with the serpent we see quite a 
difference.

God had dealt with Adam, almost softly, in a fatherly way. (Not 
as terrible and awesome an event as at Mount Sinai.) He called Adam 
back from his sin, though Adam is unable to see it this way. After 
Adam's sin, God is very gracious and speaks with fatherly concern, 
and doesn't remain silent and inflict punishment. We can perceive 
Christ as Mediator and Deliverer already in the thought and council 
of God, though the promise is not yet spoken.

Christ said in John 3:20 "He who does evil hates the light." 
Just as Adam covered himself and fled to hide from God, it is the 
nature of sin to desire to remain hidden and not be brought into the 
light. Paul comments in I Timothy 2:14 that Eve was persuaded, or 
seduced, by the wiles of the serpent, while Adam sinned knowingly, by
choice. He was deceived by his wife and by himself when he persuaded 
himself that his deed would not result in the punishment which the 
Lord said would follow.

The trial and inquiry has been carried out, now in verse 14 
begins the execution of the sentence.

God in person speaks here more extensively than anywhere else in
the Books of Moses. There is promising good or threatening evil to 
come to both. God heals sin, like a wound, with the promise of the 
Coming Seed, which is Christ; also a threat is included to serve as a
cure for the lust of the flesh.

As God speaks to the serpent - He speaks to an intelligent 
creature, figuratively speaking to the devil who controls the 
serpent. The serpent also suffered because it was used for such an 
evil deed. It was cursed by becoming the most hated among all 
animals.

Even after sin, God seeks and calls man, talks with him, and 
listens to him. There is Law and judgment but also mercy. Toward
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satan and the serpent God simply announces the verdict, harshly 
speaking; "You, satan, have already committed sin previously and you 
have now added another, in order to bring man into sin, through your 
misuse of the serpent. For this reason the serpent will bear this 
punishment, as a continual witness to this evil, it will alone lie 
under the curse, when before it shared in the blessing all other 
beasts had.

Verse 15. This was spoken for the benefit of Adam and Eve, that 
they may hear this judgment and be comforted by realizing that God is
the enemy of that being which led man so far astray. In the midst of 
the wrath which sin and disobedience aroused, God points to a 
deliverance, a victory against the enemy that deceived and conquered 
human nature.

It was through satan that man fell into sin - now the judgment 
of satan and that of man are not the same. God had a right to put 
them together in punishment, but he separates them to the utmost. 
Although God is angry with man for obeying the enemy against God, yet
His anger against satan is far greater. He simply condemns and 
convicts him before Adam and Eve, that through the condemnation of 
their enemy, they may get themselves together and realize that their 
situation is far better.

They hear themselves drawn in a battle line against their 
condemned enemy. To this is added the Salvation Hope from the 
Promised Seed of the Woman, the Coming Son of God. Forgiveness of 
sins and full reception into grace are pointed out. Though they are 
to be in a constant conflict - the ultimate outcome is assured - the 
destruction of satan and all those that follow his tyranny.

The human's heel is in danger and is bruised but his head is 
uninjured and undefeated. It is the head of the serpent that is to be
crushed underfoot by the Seed of the woman.

Matthew 16:18 tells us that by faith the Christian is made the 
victor over sin, over the Law, over death, so that even the gates of 
hell cannot prevail against him.

In effect, God says: "Through the woman, you, satan, set upon 
and seduced the man, so that through sin you might be their head and 
master. But, I, in turn, shall lie in wait for you by means of the 
same instrument. I will produce a Seed from the woman that will crush
your head. You have corrupted the flesh through sin and have made it 
subject to death, but from that very flesh I shall bring forth a Man 
who will destroy you and all your powers."

Adam and Eve were given hope in this sure promise of God. In 
Christ we have seen this promise fulfilled. He was uniquely born of a
woman without a human father, and though satan bruised his heel as 
Christ died on the cross, it was Christ who crushed the power of 
satan when He arose from the dead - this is the first fruits that all
believers in Christ are to one day experience when satan is finally
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put into hell forever, and death is destroyed. This promise is as 
sure as God Himself. If he could promise Christ in the very opening 
of human history, thousands of years before the event, so also will 
all else come to pass as He has spoken it. Amen.



"How Well Do You Know God?"
Look to Abraham
T.O.D. Johnston

Background - the Event (Genesis 22:1-19) - Its Meaning and 
Application.

Genesis 22:1-19
"1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.
2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of Mori'ah; and offer him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee
of.
3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and 
took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the 
wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of 
which God had told him.
4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place
afar off.
5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; 
and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.
6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon 
Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and 
they went both of them together.
7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and 
he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the 
wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?
8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering: so they went both of them together.
9 ¶ And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham
built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his
son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.
10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
his son.
11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said,
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.
12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.
13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him 
a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the
ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah–ji'reh: as it is
said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.
15 ¶ And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
second time,
16 and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou
hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son,
17 that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will
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multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which 
is upon the seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies;
18 and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice.
19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went 
together to Beer–sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer–sheba.

Background
A time of peace had been enjoyed by Abraham. Ishmael and Hagar 

had been cast out. A pact had been made with the local king. Isaac 
was growing up - about 20 years old at this time.

A new trial - complete contradiction to God's previous promise 
(Genesis 21:1-6, 12b).

God is testing Abraham as to whether he loves him above all 
things. Abraham's faith is clear as he obeys God with a ready heart 
when commanded by God.

Genesis 22: Although his own hand must slay Isaac, he 
nevertheless has no doubt whatsoever that the promise will be 
fulfilled.

He has nothing more, so far as the promise is concerned, than he
had before Isaac was concerned.

He sets out the following morning, not sharing his terrible 
command from the Lord.

Verse 4. A definite place is designated on Mount Moriah about 10
miles from Beer-sheba - a 3 day journey. A donkey brought the wood 
and food. Moriah means worship of God.

Abraham raised no questions, nor did he seek any delay, nor 
argue. He arose early. He had to look for the wood, cut it, and place
it on the donkey for the intended purpose of burning the son. We can 
only imagine what heaviness his heart experienced as he prepared for 
the journey. After he received the command, he sees nothing else. He 
is so absorbed in reverence and fear of God that he scarcely realizes
what he is doing. He doesn't order anyone else, but does everything 
himself. He does so quickly. He endured in silence because of God's 
Word.

Verse 5. The slaves are left behind, for they wouldn't have 
understood what Abraham was about to do.

Verse 6. Isaac carried the wood. Abraham carries the knife and 
the fire. Up the mountain they went together. Isaac is not aware of 
the situation but nevertheless, he was ready to obey.

Verses 7,8. Abraham doesn't want to torment his son, but says 
that God will provide.

Verse 9. The altar is built, the wood laid out. The Scripture is
silent as to what took place between father and son. Abraham must 
have told Isaac what the Lord had commanded. What extraordinary faith
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that enabled Isaac to turn so suddenly from life and hand himself 
over to die.

Abraham bound Isaac his son and laid him upon the wood.
Verse 10. Abraham raised his knife to slay his son. The son, 

with eyes, toward heaven, presents his throat and waits. Isaac is 
bound as a calf would be for the burnt offering and was to be killed 
by the priest slitting the throat. The son obeys, like a sheep for 
slaughter. He does not open his mouth.

Only Jesus surpasses this obedience.
Verse 11. The victory of faith is in overcoming the fear of 

death to triumph eternally.
II Corinthians 1:9 - "We have set hope on the living God who 

raises the dead!"

God's view of death. What is death to Him? By this deed, as 
though by some show, God wanted to point out to all succeeding 
generations that in His sight, death is nothing but a sport - and an 
empty little bugaboo of the human race. Death is not death to God but
only a sleep of the body.

Both Abraham and Isaac believe that God is not only able to 
raise the dead, but also that He wants to do so. Man must learn to 
know God and thereby understand and slay death.

Abraham thought: "My son Isaac, who I am to kill, is heir of the
promise and this is God's Word. Since God's Word is always true and 
must come to pass, then my son will live forever. Therefore, even if 
he has to die now, he will even so not cease to exist but will be 
raised again."

Paul also scoffed at death and asked in faith, "Death, where is 
thy sting?"

God delights to make mighty miracles out of the empty air. Isaac
was a special miracle in his birth. Here there is victory over death,
sin is destroyed in such faith and obedience, Isaac returns from the 
dead, restored from the ashes in effect and to be made father of 
nations from nothing.

Acts 26:8 - "Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God
raises the dead?"

Hebrews 11:17,18,19.

Verse 11. God in heaven and all the angels were looking on. A 
special angel was present and had watched Abraham during the entire 
time. When the knife was raised, he called Abraham by name, saying 
"Do not do anything to the lad." Abraham obeys since the angel brings
a word confirming the promise of God.

The angel adds "For now I know that you fear God, seeing you 
have not withheld your son, your only son from Me."

God's testing is a fatherly one, to stir up faith and love in
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us.
Verse 13. The angel has gone. Abraham and his son look up and 

see a ram caught in a thicket behind them - his horns held in the 
branches. The ram was provided for by God, to take a man's place, a 
figure of Christ.

Verse 14. Abraham called the place "The Lord Will See." It 
implies a relationship between him who fears and calls upon God and 
gives thanks, and God who accepts or hears vows and prayers.

Verse 15. The last conversation the Lord had with Abraham.
Verse 16. The majestic God not only promises but also swears, 

and does so by Himself. There is no one greater that He can swear by.
In effect, God says: "If I do not keep My promises, I shall no longer
be He Who I Am." In this way, God comes down to our level to meet our
weakness. Therefore we must learn that God must be thought of with 
our reason, but just as He has revealed Himself and has condescended 
to speak and deal with us.

Hebrews 6:17,18 - "So when God desired to show more convincingly
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His 
purpose. He interposed with an oath, so that through two unchangeable
things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we who
have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the 
hope set before us."

This is the only place in Scripture that states God swore. All 
other references put it as a past event - all alluding possibly to 
this passage.

Verses 17,18. By your Seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed

Paul declares this promised Seed is Christ (Galatians 3:16). 
This is to all nations. That Seed sets aside all other blessing and 
righteousness and gives His to us. That Seed not only causes the 
blessing, but He is also the blessing itself. From Him and in Him are
we the blessed.

Only God can truly bless - to deliver all nations from the curse
of sin is a work only of God, not of man or angels. The promised Seed
is true God and true man in one Person; a man as the Seed of Abraham;
God because He gives the blessing. A man, born of a virgin, from the 
Holy Spirit, without sin.

This blessing is so powerful and effective that it will destroy 
both death and the entire curse, which was brought on us as a result 
of original sin.

This promise was made known to Abraham like a reward and 
adornment added by God to make it known that God will bestow 
unlimited benefits on believers who call upon His name.

Verse 19. After the ram had been offered up, the father and son 
rejoiced, praising God with grateful hearts. With joy and peace
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and assurance they returned to Beersheba and Sarah.

Read Hebrews 11:17-19.
17 ¶ By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he 
that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, Gen.
18 of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:
19 accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; 
from whence also he received him in a figure.

From nothing but ashes!!!

To answer the question, How well do you know God? One only has 
to measure your faith. If you have little faith and have constant 
worry and fear over money and the little things of this world, you 
don't know God very well. If you fret over every headache, stomach 
pain, and lump or bump, you don't trust God very much. If you are 
seeking your own pleasure and getting the best from life, you only 
fear God a little. If you fear death and are doing good works to make
peace with God, you have never even met God.

Jesus Christ is God and introduces us to the Almighty Father. 
Jesus gives us a stern warning in Luke 7:36 - "Know yourself. You do 
not believe Me when I swear and pledge My majesty. That is the 
greatest sin; you do not regard Me as God, but you make a graven 
image for yourself out of your own righteousness."

The example of Abraham calls out to us to totally put our trust 
in the Word of God - to His certain and unchangeable promises. We are
to be confident ever more so because since Abraham's time, God has 
given His own Son, that very Promised Seed, to be a gift and a sure 
pledge of heavenly blessings still to come.

Any self-chosen forms of worship are no worship at all...The 
only worship pleasing to God is the faith that obeys God, trusting in
His grace, His mercy, His salvation through Jesus Christ.

Witness to Jesus; Pray, Study the Bible, Fellowship with 
Believers;

If you want to know the health of a tree, you need only to 
examine the fruit.

How well do you know God? The world looks at your fruit. What 
does the world see?



Joseph
T.O.D. Johnston

Genesis 39-45 records the story of Joseph.

Joseph was Jacob's favorite son. The first-born of his beloved 
Rachel. Joseph was the son who Jacob planned to be his heir. He was 
relieved of shepherding and set apart - over and above his older 
brothers. It was Joseph that had dreams that his brothers would bow 
down to him.

The elder brothers were envious and hated Joseph for these 
things. At 17 years old, Joseph was to be murdered by his brothers; 
he was cast into a pit. Judah pleaded for Joseph and as a result he 
was sold to a passing Midianite merchants for 20 pieces of silver, 
and brought into Egypt.

So here was Joseph. His father's favorite son - to inherit his 
kingdom. Joseph who enjoyed the constant fellowship and teaching and 
love of his father. The one on whom the very promises of God rested. 
Promises of the land of Canaan and the Promised Seed. This young man 
who had dreams of others bowing down to him.

How could God let this happen, some may ask. Where was God when 
Joseph was in the pit, when he was sold? Where was God's promise? 
Joseph was in a far country as the lowest kind of servant - a slave. 
Where was God when all these things had taken place?

Genesis 39:2-5
What was Joseph's reaction to these events? Do we hear him in 

despair - do we hear complaints, and mumbling, questioning God; 
feeling sorry for himself, vowing to get revenge? Do we see him 
trying to run away from his Egyptian master? Was he given special 
treatment in Egypt? No. He was treated like the slave he was. His 
life consisted of obedience to his master. How did he act - he served
(verse 4) honestly, faithfully, carefully, trusting God with 
everything - all rare virtues of servants, much less others. Joseph 
did not complain and try to get out of doing things - but obediently 
did more and more until he had complete charge of Potiphar's 
household, though he himself still owned nothing but the bread he ate
(verse 16). God was saying to Joseph, "Behold, your service is 
pleasing to Me; I will be your reward, and I will render abundant 
satisfaction for your service to ungrateful men." This was Joseph's 
promise and consolation and this is far richer than all the treasures
of the whole world.

It is at this point that a great temptation confronts him. The 
lady of the house has become desirous of this handsome, virtuous 
young Hebrew. This took place about ten years after he had arrived at
the age of 17. She had been watching him for a long time and began to
flirt, and hint at what was in her heart. She tempts him in various 
ways, but is finally brought to the point of impudently saying to
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him: "Lie with me." She thinks that he has been charmed by her many 
gestures and attentions. She has made a plan where they would be 
alone - that Joseph couldn't refuse - for it would be very profitable
for him.

Joseph firmly rejects her, which she took very badly - a woman 
scorned. He tells her in an earnest and virtuous manner to turn her 
from her heated lust. 1.) It is a sin against God. 2.) You are the 
wife of my master and must maintain his honor. 3.) My master has 
trusted me with his whole household - I cannot violate that. Joseph 
did all he could to turn aside her passion - and then he ran away.

She then turns to anger, to get back at him, and possibly also 
some fear - that he might tell her husband that she had tried to 
force him to lie with her. She clings to his cloak which she had 
grabbed when he ran. This was her evidence against him when Potiphar 
came. Then she called him "The Hebrew servant" that her husband had 
brought, thus putting the blame on her husband also.

All Joseph's virtues and reputation disappear. He is accused of 
adultery, hypocrisy - and questioning his goodness as a pretense and 
cunning trick to hide his real desire - to have an affair with the 
lady of the house.

She decided to disgrace him and bring him to his death. Her 
words arouse great anger in the husband - making it impossible to 
reasonably listen to Joseph's side. Joseph has no protection. He is 
dragged off to prison as an adulterer.

Joseph had faithfully served for over 10 years. This was his 
reward. Much more often than not, the world will not acknowledge or 
pay for our faithfulness or diligence. Therefore we must never put 
our hope in the world's rewards.

We must say, "I must keep on, because I do this for God's sake, 
not for the sake of the ungrateful world."

Joseph is cast into the pit again, as if to death itself. He has
no hope, nor any comfort. It is in this affliction and dishonor, in 
prison, in shame, and disgrace that the Lord helps Joseph. God is 
already planning to raise him up from this living death and hell. 
Joseph experiences the favor, grace, and presence of God. As II 
Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is sufficient for you; I will give you 
My Spirit, that you may not perish."

We again see all that Joseph does prosper. The keeper entrusts 
him with his whole sphere of duties, just as Potiphar had done. 
Joseph was considered so trustworthy that the keeper didn't even 
demand an accounting from him.

God was continuing His work in forming and fashioning Joseph 
according to His counsels and good pleasure.

It is always God's wonderful practice to make all things out of 
nothing, and again to reduce all things to nothing.

It is man's habit to make his own plans and then ask God to
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bless it and follow that definite method. Undoubtedly God laughs at 
such ignorant presumption, saying: "It has never been my custom to 
allow anyone to teach, direct, govern, or lead me. No I am God Who 
acts and Who is accustomed to doing the teaching, ruling, and 
leading."

Chapter 40 recounts the two servants of pharaoh who in prison 
have dreams which Joseph interprets by praying to God. When the 
butler is reinstated, Joseph requested that he be remembered. The man
forgets him, and two years pass. Joseph was only able to bear these 
years in prison because of the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the 
sustaining power of the Word of God.

Chapter 41. God sends Pharaoh a dream which will occasion 
Joseph's deliverance - where the butler remembers Joseph's gift.

Joseph's response when summoned was "God will give Pharaoh an 
answer that will bring him peace." Joseph goes on to interpret the 
dreams of the 7 fat and the 7 lean years, and advises the king on 
what is needed to be done. Pharaoh responds: "Can we find such a man 
as this who has the Spirit of God?"

Joseph is exalted with authority over all Egypt, with the 
exception of the king only. Pharaoh says "without your consent, no 
man shall lift up his hand."

We must learn, therefrom, that God is merciful, wise, and good, 
and that for this reason, He can, and wishes to, give us more than we
could understand or dream of asking for. His mercy is greater than 
our ability to take it in.

At the same time, we must observe how God exercises, exalts, and
tries His saints. Nonetheless they endure the time of trial and keep 
the faith and hope. We must wait for the Lord through times of 
tribulation and distress. We must hold to the Word of faith without 
ceasing which is the strength and power of God for salvation to every
believer.

In Joseph we also have an outstanding example of moderation and 
humility after such a great exaltation. For it is much more difficult
to hold fast to the Word after great success than in time of trial 
and misfortune. It is much more common for a man to become puffed up 
and proud as though he was a god to be adored.

Joseph conducted himself reverently and humbly toward God, for 
whose sake he knew that he was in that position.

A whole additional message is contained in Joseph's dealings 
with his brothers when they come down to Egypt to buy grain. But it 
must be passed over here. Joseph deals with them kindly and tenderly 
and yet in a way to lead them to confess and repent of their sin.

Joseph had been tried and disciplined in a wonderful way until 
he was humbled, instructed, and finally raised up again. He had 
arrived at such knowledge of godliness and wisdom that he could
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counsel others and rule over them.
In the same manner, Joseph also disciplines and humbles his 

brothers in order that he may exalt them.
Even so, we are humbled to be cleansed. The more we are purged, 

the more fruit we bear, and the more we will be blessed in the life 
to come.

God treats us as a father who loves and chastises his son.
Genesis 45:7,8. Joseph repeatedly tells his brothers that God 

used their evil for great good. God had sent Joseph as an ambassador 
to Egypt for the salvation of not only his father, his brothers, and 
their households, but also of the whole kingdom and other lands. It 
was a physical and spiritual salvation, since he instructs the people
in the faith and knowledge of God.

No one wants to become used to the exercises of faith, but we 
want to live by sight and enjoy the things that are at hand.

God very often puts off the promise or the blessing and gives us
trials in order to test us and force us to live by faith.

God calls on us to be faithful, to live by faith in Jesus 
Christ, to do all things to the glory of God, whether in good times 
or bad, in illness or health, in success or failure. God's plan for 
us is greater than we can ever imagine, but we must learn to be like 
His Son.

When called upon to vote - find a man most like Joseph.



Between the Testaments - About 400 years
T.O.D. Johnston

Persian Rule – 430-332 B.C. When the Old Testament closes (about
430 B.C.), Judea was a Persian province. Persia had been the world 
power for about 100 years, and remains so for another 100 years. Very
little is known about this period of Jewish history.

Greek Rule – 331-167 B.C. Around 780 B.C., the Greek city-states
came together, organizing to fight the Persian threat around 500 B.C.
The wars with Persia went on from 500-331 B.C. In 336 B.C., Alexander
the Great – at 20 years old – swept over the east. He conquered all 
the areas formerly held by the Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, and 
Persian empires. He established Greek cities, along with Greek 
language and culture. After Alexander's death, his four generals each
took over. Syria to Seleucus, Egypt to Ptolemy.

Israel was between the two. After 20 years attached to Syria, 
Israel then stayed under Egypt's control from 301 B.C. Until 198 B.C.
Antiochus the Great III reconquered Israel in 198 B.C. It was then 
again under the control of Syria – the Seleucid kings.

Antiochus Epiphanes IV (175-164 B.C.) ruled violently over the 
Jews. He tried to exterminate them and their religion. In 168 B.C., 
he devastated Jerusalem, defiled the Temple, offered a pig on the 
alter, put up an alter to Jupiter, and forbade circumcision with a 
death penalty. Thousands of Jews were sold as slaves. He destroyed 
all copies of Scripture that could be found. He tortured Jews to 
force them to renounce their religion.

This led to he Maccabean revolt, also called the Asmonean or 
Hasmonaean period. In the face of the devastation and violence 
against the Jewish nation, a priest named Mattathias courageously 
gathered a group of loyal Jews, and his 5 warlike sons began a 
revolt. They reconquered Jerusalem in 165 B.C. The Temple was 
purified and rededicated. Mattathias' son Judas was priest and ruler,
and his heirs governed an independent Judea for the next 100 years. 
They became weaker and weaker.

Roman Rule – 63 B.C. Israel was conquered by the Roman army 
under Pompey. Antipater, an Edomite (descendant of Esau), was 
appointed as ruler of Judea. His son Herod the Great succeeded him as
king from 37-3 B.C. To please the Jews, he had the Temple rebuilt 
lavishly. He was king when Jesus was born, and the one who had the 
children of Bethlehem killed.



Good News, not Good Advice
T.O.D. Johnston

The uniqueness of Christianity: the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and the promised resurrection and glorification of all true 
believers. All other religions have a dead founder. We have a living 
Savior. Also, other religions have sets of rules that must be 
followed to earn salvation. Man works for acceptance. Christ paid the
price for our salvation and offers it as a free gift, not of works, 
lest any man should boast. By grace through faith – 'the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God' (I Timothy 1:11). It is the finished work 
of God. John 19:30 – Jesus cries His ultimate victory on the cross, 
when He says – 'It is finished.'

John the Baptist had introduced Him as 'the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world' (John 1:29). This was Christ's 
ultimate goal. He 'became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross' (Philippians 2:8), 'bearing our sins in His own body on the 
tree' (I Peter 2:24).

During the midday's 3 hour darkness, the Father turned away from
Him, for He 'made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him' (II Corinthians 5:21).
That the Father accepted and approved of His substitutionary 
sacrifice was confirmed for all time by His bodily resurrection on 
the third day, from the rich man's tomb.

What must we do to gain this salvation? Nothing. Jesus did it 
all. Romans 6:23 – 'The wages of sin is death; but the Gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.' Ephesians 1:7 – 'In 
Christ we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace.' We do become 'His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them' (Ephesians 2:10). This we live 
out with gratitude and thankfulness of the gift of God in Christ.

The Word of God is also finished. It was settled forever in 
heaven (Psalms 119:89). God 'at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in times past unto the father by the prophets' (Hebrews 1:1). 
They were inspired by God through the Holy Spirit. The New Testament 
was also 'God-breathed' by the Spirit's inspiration. Jesus promised 
this in John 14:26. He would 'teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.' John 
wrote the final book, Revelation, which closes the inspired record, 
settled in both heaven and earth. Revelation 22:18,19 -

18 ¶ For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
19 and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, 
and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in 
this book.
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Just as there are no new kinds of animals or plants being 
created by evolution, so also there are no extra-biblical 
'revelations' or 'prophecies' that can be added to God's Word. 
Everything we need to know about our redemption and salvation, about 
God's plan, even into eternity, is recorded in the Word.

Isaiah wrote in 66:22 – 'For as the new heavens and the new 
earth, which I shall make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so
your seed and your name remain.'

Peter wrote in II Peter 3:13 – 'Nevertheless we according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.'

John was given a vision of 'a new heaven and a new earth... 
coming down from God out of heaven.' (Revelation 21:1,2.) Also, 
'there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth...but 
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life' (Revelation 
21:27).

Revelation 22:3 mentions that His servants will serve Him in 
eternity. We will not be just sitting around or hanging out. There is
a whole universe out there and there is so much to learn about God's 
working in human history and about Christ's work of redemption. As 
God planned everything this far, so also He must have plans for us in
eternity. We cannot presume to know any details because Scripture 
does not reveal them. Yet we can be certain that whatever God has for
us to do, it will be according to His glorious purpose.

Isaiah 64:4.

4 For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, besides thee,
what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.

In the here and now, we are to be about the Father's business, 
'Redeeming the time, because the days are evil' (Ephesians 5:16). 
Within the range of our abilities and opportunities, we are to spread
the Gospel, by word and deed.

Colossians 1:14-20.

Reconciliation through Christ's Death
14 ¶ In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins:
15 who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature:
16 for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by



3
Good News, not Good Advice continued

him, and for him:
17 and he is before all things, and by him all things consist:
18 and he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;
20 and, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven.

Reconciliation through Him Who created the universe. In these 
verses we get a picture of creation, conservation, and consummation.

Revelation 14:6-7.

The Messages of the Three Angels
6 ¶ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
7 saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for 
the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

John wrote that his book was 'written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, ye 
might have life through His Name' (John 20:31).

John 1:-18.

The Word Made Flesh
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended
it not.
6 ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all men through him might believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light.
9 ¶ That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the
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world knew him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
13 which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God.
14 ¶ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom
I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me; for he was 
before me.
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.
18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

The essential nature of Biblical truth. The Word of God is given
power unto salvation by the quickening of the Holy Spirit. Every 
Christian is responsible to continually learn Biblical truth. When 
Paul talked to those in Beroea about Christ, it was from he 
Scriptures – they 'received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so' (Acts 
17:11).

Acts 17:16-31.

Paul at Athens
16 ¶ Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.
17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with 
the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with 
him.
18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicure'ans, and of the 
Sto'ics, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? 
other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because 
he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.
19 And they took him, and brought him unto Areop'agus, saying, May 
we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is?
20 For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would 
know therefore what these things mean.
21 (For all the Athenians, and strangers which were there, spent 
their time in nothing else, but either to tell or to hear some new 
thing.)
22 ¶ Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men
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of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.
23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye 
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.
24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he 
is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
25 neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any 
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
26 and hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on 
all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;
27 that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:
28 for in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain 
also of your own poets have said,
        
For we are also his offspring.
29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to 
think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven
by art and man's device.
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent:
31 because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead.

If anything that Scripture records Jesus saying is true, what if
everything Jesus said is also true? If anything that Jesus predicted 
came true, what if everything He predicted also comes true? The 
predictions that have already come to pass include his persecution, 
condemnation, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. When we look 
at Revelation, we see more predictions - the destruction of Jerusalem
and the Temple, the spread of the Gospel around the world, the false 
prophets, the increase of sin, and wars. We can also see all the rest
of things to come in the book of Revelation, which include the 
eternal state.

No one is right in rejecting so great a salvation. To do so is 
to choose sin and darkness and eternal damnation. Man's free will and
totally selfish inclination to sin is part of man's nature. It denies
the unselfish love of God in sending His Son to earth to show that 
love in His ministry of teaching and healing, His sinless life lived 
for us, and finally His substitutionary death on the cross for us. It
is the gift of God, of the love of God, that we may be redeemed and 
reconciled to Him both now and forever, that He may be our Heavenly 
Father and take care of us forever.



6
Good News, not Good Advice continued

Our responsibility is to grow and mature in knowledge and 
righteous living before all, that some might also be brought into the
family of God and His Christ, Jesus our Lord and Savior, Amen.



Salvation
T.O.D. Johnston

We are going to look at the subject of salvation. We can be very
thankful that it is something simple enough for a child to grasp. And
yet the more deeply we look at all it includes, it becomes a rich and
profound subject with aspects that we can only begin to understand in
this mortal world.

In the New Testament, salvation is the result of what God has 
done for the individual. It never is the work of the individual for 
God, or his work for himself.

Works pleasing to God are made possible by salvation - but these
good works add nothing to the all-sufficient and perfect salvation of
God. Cults add to or take away from this simplicity.

When used in the New Testament, the word salvation may indicate 
all or a part of the divine undertaking. When talking about the work 
of God, the whole transformation is meant, from being lost and 
condemned to the final appearing in the image of Christ in glory. 
This larger use of the word, combines in it many separate works of 
God for the individual, such as Atonement, Grace, Propitiation, 
Forgiveness, Justification, Imputation, Regeneration, Adoption, 
Sanctification, Redemption, and Glorification.

This great transformation represents the greatest thing the 
infinite, omnipotent God can do for man: well summed up in I John 3:2
- "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be; for we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is."

Salvation, then, is revealed in the Scriptures as having three 
tenses: the past - that which was accomplished in and for the one who
has believed at the moment of conversion. 2nd, the present - that 
which is now being accomplished for the one who has believed - the 
process  of sanctification; growing in Christ-likeness. 3rd, the 
future - that which will be accomplished to complete the work of God 
in and for the one who has believed - glorification.

I. The child of God was saved from the guilt and penalty of sin 
when he believed: "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God" (Ephesians 2:8).

II. The child of God, through faith, is being saved from the 
power and dominion of sin: "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word
is truth" (John 17:17); "For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, but under grace" (Romans 6:14) "This I 
say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of 
the flesh." (Galatians 5:16).

III. The child of God, begotten through faith, saved from the 
power of sin, is yet to be saved from the presence of sin, by being 
brought into the presence of God. Described in I Peter 1:4,5 - "To an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven, who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time."
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Some passages mention all these together: Philippians 1:6 - 
"Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." I 
Corinthians 1:30 - "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification and 
redemption."

The natural man is completely occupied with the things of the 
world, things that can be seen and by nature he is blind to spiritual
and eternal things, which are not seen. To that person, it is 
practical and reasonable to live better, to reform, to join the old -
Adam Improvement Society. He sees little value in the appeal in the 
Bible for personal faith in the saving power and grace of God. Many 
find great satisfaction and reason for pride in their being moral and
pious in their religion. But, they are going about to establish their
own righteousness.

The Bible teaches that apart from Christ, all are lost. There 
are no in-betweens. For instance, John 3:18-20 - "He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproved." John 3:36 - "He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him."

In order for one to be saved he must see himself as God sees 
him, and then accept what God has revealed in the written Word. He 
has to see that there is nothing he can do to save himself.

It is in the Cross of Christ that God made salvation of sinful 
man possible. The message of the Cross has three aspects.

1.) Love - John 1:18 - "No man hath seen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him." Jesus was to reveal the true emotions of the Father 
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son."

Every moment of Jesus' life on earth was showing God's love - 
but one event in His ministry was to show the true nature of God's 
love - "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His 
life for us." (I John 3:16.) "In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His son to be a propitiation
for our sins." (I John 4:9,10.)

When this message gets through to a person's heart, he sees 
something far beyond the range of human knowledge - and so far-
reaching in its value that it goes beyond questions of life and
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death. God's perfect and final revelation of His love is in and 
through the cross, and whosoever's heart accepts this message 
receives all the consolations of grace within a life of trials and 
afflictions.

What the cross teaches us about sin. First, Jesus chose to die; 
no one made Him do it. John 10:17,18 - "Therefore doth my Father love
me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it again."

God was solving the great problems created by human sin - "For 
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him." (II Corinthians 5:21.) In the 
crucifixion - even as the love of God was revealed - so also was the 
desperate evil and wickedness of man. All the acts leading up to and 
concluding in the crucifixion reveal the sinful nature of every human
being, in rejecting Jesus. Those who continue in unbelief "crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame."

The righteousness of God is declared in the cross of Christ. "To
declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be 
just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus." (Romans 
3:26.)

God had always looked toward the time a perfect and sufficient 
sacrifice for sin would come. The blood of bulls and goats had not 
taken away sin, but was the divinely appointed symbol of the blood 
that Jesus was to shed.

Looking at the perfect sacrifice that was to be, God had passed 
over the sins of those who presented the symbolic innocent sacrifice.
This was God's promise, in the fullness of time, to meet all the 
needs of the sinner. When the true and all-sufficient sacrifice was 
accomplished, that sacrifice stood as full proof that God had been 
righteous and just in all the generations in which He had acted in 
view of that great event yet future.

The great dilemma was - God is love and He loved man the sinner.
But God is holy and righteous and just. He cannot treat sin but one 
way - to punish. So the question: can sin be righteously treated as 
sin and still leave a way to save the sinner?

God cannot and will not change His very character. He must 
satisfy His love by saving those condemned by His righteousness. He 
did this by meeting all the requirements of His righteousness through
the cross of His dear Son.

As the righteous Judge, He pronounced the full divine sentence 
against sin - death, separation from Himself. As the Saviour of 
sinners, He sent His Son from heaven who took upon Himself the death 
penalty His righteousness had imposed. All that righteousness could 
demand has been supplied by the Judge Himself, for it was God Who was
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.
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How could God remain just and still make the sinner just, who He
loved with an everlasting love? It was in the divine councils from 
before the foundation of the world. This is the good news of the 
Gospel. God's judgment against sin has been perfectly met. Christ was
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. He became a 
curse for us. He bore our sins in His Body on the tree. He was made 
sin for us. He tasted death for every man.

The reasonable requirement is that we believe that message. This
is the only way one may enter into God's saving grace.

Before He dismissed His Spirit, as He hung on the Cross, Christ 
said, "It is finished." This was the divine announcement of the fact 
that sin had been judged. The transaction was complete and the ground
for salvation of every sinner was accomplished.

Three very important words show us the character and extent of 
the work said to be finished:

I. Reconciliation - in the New Testament it means a complete and
thorough change in a relationship accomplished by the actual removal 
of the cause of the strife, so making reconciliation. The best 
Scripture that explains this is II Corinthians 5:18,19 - "And all 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ,
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation."

If you admit that Christ died for all, then the value of that 
death has provided for all. This began in the councils of God, 
ordered to meet the righteous requirements of Himself. The value of 
that death has no limit. At the same time, it must be said that Jesus
died for each individual. The greatest thing that can be said about 
any person is that they are one for whom Jesus died.

Reconciliation. God thoroughly changed us in relation to Himself
through Christ. Paul adds: "If any man be in Christ he is a new 
creature: old things have passed away; behold all things are become 
new."

The world of man is thoroughly changed in relation to God by the
death of His Son. God Himself is not said to be changed. God took 
upon Himself what was needed to mediate between His righteousness and
the world of sin.

All who are saved have received a ministry from God.
There are two aspects of this reconciliation. That which took 

place at the cross - God, in Christ, thoroughly changed the relation 
of the whole world to Himself, so that He does not count their 
trespasses against them. Second is that which takes place in the 
individual, who through the message of the sacrifice of Christ, 
responds to the appeal from God. Such a person sees the love and 
grace of God, in removing forever their judgment and doom, by the
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death of His Son, and trusts His Saviour for everything.
The second word is Redemption - to deliver from bondage by 

paying the price demanded by the owner. Man was in bondage to sin. 
God's Law demanded the death penalty for sin. To deliver man from 
this penalty, this bondage, blood had to be spilled. "It is the blood
that maketh an atonement for the soul." (Leviticus 17:11). "This is 
my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins." (Matthew 26:28); "Ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, but with the precious blood of Christ." (I Peter 
1:18.) "Thou wast slain, and hath redeemed us to God by thy blood." 
(Revelation 5:9.)

In the death of Christ full redemption by blood has been paid, 
to provide for the whole world. Redemption is also by power. It has 
the power to redeem and set free. This is individual and is the 
blessed experience of all who put their trust in the divine Redeemer.
Redemption also makes possible individual forgiveness - "In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins." 
(Ephesians 1:7.)

Redemption may then be considered in two aspects – first, 
through the cross the ransom price has been paid for all. 2nd that 
which may yet be done for the believer in the further work of 
redemption which is shown in the transforming and sanctifying power 
of the Holy Spirit. The redeeming work of Christ is our only 
deliverance from the hopeless state of the lost.

The third word - Propitiation - to make favorably inclined. It 
refers to the divinely provided place of meeting between God and man.
The mercy-seat of the Old Testament is spoken of (Hebrews 9:5) as a 
place of propitiation. There, covering the broken law, was the blood-
sprinkled mercy-seat, and there the Shekinah light indicated the very
presence of God.

There, because of the death typified, indicated by the sprinkled
blood, a holy, righteous, and just God could meet a sinful man, 
favorably without visiting judgment upon him. In turn, the sinful man
could meet God without fear.

The New Testament teaches that Jesus Christ was set forth by the
Father to be a propitiation through faith in His blood. I John 2:2 - 
"And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but 
for the sins of the whole world." The blood-sprinkled body of the Son
of God on the cross has become the divinely provided place of meeting
where a guilty sinner can come to God without fear, and the righteous
God can receive that soul, apart from all judgments and condemnation.

We need not look for any leniency from God, for He has provided 
every needed grace by the substitutionary sacrifice of His Son. God 
has provided the propitiation, the way not to be just forgiven, but 
also to be justified - to be made just before God when we rest our 
case on the divinely appointed propitiation, Jesus Christ. Only
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through Him can God act favorably with complete kindness and great 
blessing toward us.

The work of the cross is finished. This is God's great act of 
reconciliation and He is said to be waiting for man to be thoroughly 
changed by the message of the Cross.

This is God's great act of redemption by the blood of Christ, 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, and He is 
awaiting man's act of faith toward Jesus, that He might with the 
power of the Spirit, transform them into the very sons of God.

This is God's great act of propitiation in providing a righteous
judgment against sin in the cross of Christ, but He awaits the 
individual to accept and stand on the fact that their sins have been 
judged at the cross.

The cross was a reconciliation from God toward man. The cross 
was a redemption from God toward sin. The cross was a propitiation 
provided by God for man toward God. All these were undertaken for 
every member of the fallen human race. God has provided every 
possible mercy. Those who go to perdition, must reject and deny and 
resist all of these things.

While we hear many formulas for Salvation from different groups,
the Bible teaches there is one condition of Salvation: "believe". 
That is all a sinner can do and all a sinner must do. This is 
believing the New Testament record that God has given His Son. Here 
it is stated that God has entered into all the needs of our lost 
condition in sending Jesus to live a life of perfect obedience to 
God, to die on the cross for our sins, and to arise to be a living 
Saviour to all who put their trust in Him.

It is quite possible for any intelligent person to know whether 
he or she has given such confidence to Jesus Christ. To say "I know 
whom I have believed." Have you placed your eternal welfare in the 
hands of Jesus Christ?

John wrote his Gospel for a clearly stated purpose - 
"But these are written that we might believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
His Name."

If you have believed Jesus, the following things are now true of
you, as well as every believer:

1. We are in the Eternal Plan of God, from before the foundation
of the world.

2. We are reconciled to God.
3. We are redeemed by God.
4. We are brought close to God by propitiation.
5. Our sins have been washed away by Christ's Blood.
6. We have received a new life, in accepting the death of 
Jesus.
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7. We are free from the Law.
8. We are children of God.
9. We are adopted and as adult sons.
10. We are accounted righteous by God in Christ.
11. We are justified.
12. We have continual forgiveness for sins.
13. We are brought close to God and can experience this.
14. We are delivered from the power of Darkness.
15. We have been translated into the kingdom of Jesus.
16. Our lives rest on the foundation of Jesus Christ as our 
Rock.
17. We are called a gift from God to Jesus.
18. We are circumcised spiritually in Christ.
19. We are partakers of the Holy and Royal Priesthood.
20. We are a chosen generation and a peculiar People.
21. We have continual access to God.
22. We are within the "much more" care of God, being objects 
of His love, grace, power, faithfulness, peace, consolation, 
and intercession.
23. We are His inheritance.
24. He also promises us an inheritance.
25. We are partners with Christ, in life, in position, in 
service, in suffering, in betrothal.
26. We are citizens of heaven.
27. We are of the Family and Household of God.
28. We are light in the Lord.
29. We are vitally united to the Father, Son, and Spirit.

We are members in Christ's body
Branches in the Vine
Stones in the building
Sheep in His flock
A part of His bride
Priests in His kingdom
Saints of the next generation

30. We are blessed with the "First Fruits" and the Earnest" 
of the Spirit. We are born, baptized, indwelt, filled, and 
sealed by the Spirit.
31. We are potentially glorified.
32. We are complete in Jesus.
33. We possess every spiritual blessing, in Christ.

Paul says in Philippians 1:6 - "He that hath begun a good work 
in you, will perform it, until the day of Jesus Christ."

End.



The Security of the Believer
In Christ Jesus
T.O.D. Johnston

Introductory remarks:
What security does the world offer? What promises security - 

that can deliver on that promise? Anything that you can name will 
finally let you down. Money, job, health, a house, a car, a person.

Even Christians will let us down. We must not put our faith and 
trust in other people.

There is one place and one Person in whom complete faith and 
trust can be focused - in God. He is the only one with sovereign 
power to deliver on His every promise.

When we take time to think these things through, we would agree 
that this is true.

But the world so constantly and mightily distracts us that we 
find it difficult to remember.

Does the average Christian today stand firm on the solid rock of
their faith? Do they base their salvation on obscure thoughts, 
memories or feelings? Are they certain, absolutely and without 
question, that they have salvation, and cannot do anything to lose 
it?

Many go so far as to ask if it is even possible to be certain, 
as if it is presumptuous on our part if we claim to know, without a 
doubt, that we are saved.

If it was a question of my part in salvation, then I might too 
question it. Thankfully God has done everything for us in salvation. 
In His Revelation to us of this mighty work, He has given us twelve 
major reasons, clearly recorded in the New Testament, why a believer,
once saved, can never be lost.

Each of the three Persons of the Godhead is responsible for four
reasons. Any one of these is by itself adequate for a final 
confidence that the child of God will be preserved unto heaven's 
glory.

I. The New Testament reveals the Father as 1) purposing, 2) 
calling, 3) justifying, and 4) glorifying those who believe in 
Christ.

II. The Son becomes incarnate to be 1) a Kinsman-Redeemer, 2) to
die as our substitute, 3) to rise again to be our living Saviour, 
Advocate, and Intercessor, 4) to be Head over the Church.

III. The Holy Spirit is shown as administering and executing the
Father's purpose, the redemption through Christ in 1) regeneration, 
2) indwelling, 3) baptizing into the Body of Christ, 4) and sealing 
by His presence unto glory.

Let us consider each of these reasons briefly:

I. The four reasons for security assigned to the Father.
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1) The Sovereign Purpose of God.
The Bible declares that God created all things according to His 

sovereign purpose, that from before the foundation of the world He 
knew everything that would happen, even unto eternity to come. The 
bringing of the redeemed into heaven's glory is a major divine 
purpose behind all creation.

Who is so brave as to question God and say that He can not do 
what He purposes to do? Listen to the words of Hebrews 2:9,10 -

"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that He by 
the grace of God should taste death for very man. For it became Him, 
for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many
sons into glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings."

Ephesians 1:11-12 - "In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will that we should 
be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ."

The Scripture that brings it all together is Romans 8:28-30 -
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that

love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom he did predestinate them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified."

God's elect, under the persuasive calling which cannot fail, 
will believe. Who will say that what God promises, He will not 
fulfill?

Some try to put on a believer some part or responsibility for 
the keeping of their salvation. This in effect says that salvation is
not all of God. All Scripture bearing on Salvation speaks of it as 
God's work alone, all of grace, the gift of God. An example among the
vast body of such clear teaching is John 10:28 where Jesus says:

"And I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."

2) The Infinite Power of God.
The question that is often raised by many within the church as 

well as without is: What is it that 'unsaved' the Christian? The 
answer of course is sin; Usually described as big sins.

This of course denies that Christ in dying received the complete
judgment against all our sins. A judgment so perfect that the Father 
can be free to be infinitely merciful and gracious to the Christian 
who sins (which includes all of us).
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Ephesians 3:20 - 'who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working 
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto himself."

Hebrews 7:25 - "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them."

3) God's Infinite Love.
His love is as eternal and unchangeable as His own existence. In

that eternity past He loved the beings He was yet to create. At a 
moment in time that love was supremely expressed by the death of 
Christ. It is also seen in the preservation and providence over His 
redeemed. His love cannot be satisfied by anything less than 
Conformity to Christ in His eternal presence.

While we were yet enemies the outworking of God's love led Him 
to die for us in the Person of His Son. Through this salvation God 
can "much more" show His love in those that are saved.

Listen to the words of Paul in Romans 5:9,10 -
"Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be 

saved from wrath through Him. For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His Life."

4) What the Father does for each believer in response to His 
Son's prayer.

In Christ's High Priestly prayer in John 17, He refers to the 
saved as "those whom thou hast given me" (17:2,6,9,11-12,24). He 
specifically asks the Father: "Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are."
(Verse 11.) This refers to the organic unity of all believers, 
illustrated by a body and its relation to its head.

To doubt the eternal security of the believer is to doubt that 
this prayer of the Son of God will be answered.

II. The Reasons which Depend on God the Son.
Paul states the four reasons in one verse (Romans 8:34) - "Who 

is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us." This statement answers the question. Who is he 
that condemns the believer and in so doing gives four reasons for the
believer's security.

1) Christ Has Died.
No sin that a believer has or ever will commit can condemn the 

Christian who has sinned, because Christ has Himself borne the 
condemnation which was ours. Christ died for the Christians' sins,



4
The Security of the Believer continued

thereby giving God the freedom to forgive righteously the inevitable 
sins of the believer. (Romans 8:1, I John 2:2.)

2) Christ Is Risen.
The believer has partaken of the resurrection life of the Son of

God, becoming a part of the New Creation over which the resurrected 
Christ is the Head.

To be in the resurrected Christ and to have the resurrected 
Christ within, includes a spiritual resurrection which will be 
completed in due time by the resurrection of the body or translation 
when Christ comes for His Church.

Ephesians 2:5,6 - God "hath quickened us together with Christ, 
(by grace ye are saved;)

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus."

In Colossians 3:1-4 Paul admonishes the believer to "seek those 
things which are above..." for "your life is hid with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory."

Christ said on two occasions that those who received this 
"eternal life" "shall not perish" (John 3:16; 10:28).

3) Christ Is Our Advocate.
Though the Christian's sins lead to damaging consequences, one 

being loss of communion with God, it is never even hinted at that the
believer will or could be lost again.

A simple confession brings immediate forgiveness (I John 1:3-9).
Jesus as our Advocate is called Jesus Christ the Righteous for 

He presents the evidence of His own sacrifice for the sin confessed -
that He bore that sin fully on the cross. The Father can thereby 
justly forgive. Christ is made unto the believer, righteousness. II 
Corinthians 5:21 - "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."

Our Heavenly Father may discipline us but in no wise cast us out
for Christ who bore our sins appears in heaven for us and it is His 
righteousness in which we are accepted before God.

4) Christ Intercedes.
Four major passages state this role of Christ which is security 

for all those that are His for whom He intercedes.
John 17:1-26 exhibits Christ's praying for those then in the 

world who were His and can be thought of as a pattern of how He now 
prays for us that are now in the world. Christ depends upon the 
Father to keep those who are saved from the evil one. Who can think 
of Christ's prayer being unanswered?

Romans 8:34. There is no condemnation for the child of God
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(among the others already mentioned is that the Saviour "maketh 
intercession for us.")

Luke 22:31-35. Where Jesus reveals to us that though Satan has 
desired to have Simon Peter, Jesus had prayed for him, that his faith
should not fail. Certainly Christ so prays for every believer. 
Peter's life shows a break in communion with the Lord but no more.

Finally, Hebrews 7:25. "Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them."

Because Christ lives forever, His ministry as our High Priest 
has no end. All that Christ does in interceding for us we would not 
be able to comprehend here and now, but it also includes His role as 
our Great Shepherd who guides our way from the pitfalls and snares of
satan, continually.

Jesus saves and keeps us simply because His salvation is by its 
very nature eternal.

III. Responsibilities of the Holy Spirit.

1) The Holy Spirit Regenerates.
As a result of the divine workmanship, the Christian is no less 

than a divine creation. II Corinthians 5:17 states - "Therefore if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new." This new being, having 
partaken of the 'divine nature', becomes as enduring as the eternal 
God.

When God is declared to be the Father of all who believe this 
means that these believers are born again from above into a 
legitimate and irrevocable sonship by the regeneration of the Holy 
Spirit.

2) The Holy Spirit Indwells.
Many Scriptures bear witness to this truth concerning every 

believer.
Christ prays for this coming ministry of the Spirit in John 

14:16-17: "And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of 
truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you."

The Spirit may be grieved and quenched but not pushed out.
Paul writes in Romans 8:9 - "Now if any man have not the Spirit 

of Christ, he is none of his."
The Spirit indwells each believer; He abides forever.
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3) The Holy Spirit Baptizes.
By this Baptism of the Spirit each believer is brought into a 

living organic union with Christ. This is wonderfully illustrated in 
Scripture by being baptized into the Body of Christ - no part or 
member of which can or will ever be taken out.

Paul teaches in I Corinthians 12:12,13 - "For as the body is 
one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many are one body: so also in Christ.

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body..."

4) The Holy Spirit Seals.
The Spirit indwelling as an anointing is Himself the Seal. His 

presence shows forth a finished transaction, divine ownership, and 
eternal security. The believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit (I 
Corinthians 6:19). Three New Testament passages refer to this work.

a) II Corinthians 1:21,22 - "Now he which stablisheth us with 
you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; who hath also sealed us,
and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts."

This speaks of the presence of the Spirit as a foretaste of the 
experience of divine blessing yet to be enjoyed in glory, which is 
far beyond our present understanding.

b) Ephesians 1:13-14 - "in whom ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance unto the redemption 
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory."

c) Ephesians 4:30 - "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption."

The day of redemption refers to that time when the body is 
changed to become like unto the body of Christ (Romans 8:23) and the 
sealed one is complete forever - even conformed to he image of Christ
in glory.

All declarations about the security of the believer clearly 
present no human conditions of works or ability to undo the finished 
work of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. All is the work of God, 
the outworking of grace, righteously, through Christ. Unto the 
uttermost, unto glory, unto eternity.



Christ and His Body,
The Church

T.O.D. Johnston

One of the most helpful ways that Paul explained our 
relationship to Christ and to the Church is the teaching that all 
believers together form the body of Christ, the Church with Him as 
the Head.

Since we all have a fairly good understanding of our own body 
and how it works, we can transfer this understanding of physical 
things to spiritual things - both of which are equally a part of 
reality.

The first and most important aspect of this is the Headship of 
Christ in Ephesians 1:16-23; Colossians 1:17-20. The second is the 
unity of Believers and their Responsibility to that Unity in 
Ephesians 3:17-4:16. The third is the inter-relationship of the 
members in I Corinthians 12:12-27.

We will look at each one of these parts of the whole picture 
briefly.

The symbol of the body of Christ speaks of an organism - not an 
institution. It is alive and working, but only because of its 
relationship with the risen Lord, who is its Head. He manifests His 
Life through its members, in which His Holy Spirit dwells.

Paul speaks first of the Headship of Christ - but not only over 
the Church. Listen carefully to what he says in Ephesians 1:16-23 - I
"have never stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so
that you may know Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 
like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power, and 
dominion, and every title that can be given not only in the present 
age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his 
feet and appointed him to the head over everything for the church, 
the fullness of him who fills everything in every way."

Paul restates this message a little differently but just as 
powerfully in Colossians 1:17-20 -

"He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and 
the firstborn from among the dead, so that In everything he might 
have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness 
dwell in him and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through 
his blood, shed on the cross."

This gives us a brief picture of Christ's exalted place – He
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is ruler of the whole universe - only through Him do all things hold 
together. He controls the very elements, the movements of all the 
heavenly bodies, the seasons, the winds and rains; He is King over 
all kings and Lord over all lords - He is the Head over all earthly 
rulers; He is also in complete control of angelic powers, whether 
good or evil.

He is Head of all things and also the Church. Indeed it is for 
the good of the church that He exerts His power over all these things
- so that His Church will never be destroyed, but will inherit the 
fulfillment of His many promises to it. Time could be well spent 
studying the History of the Church and see the many times men tried 
to destroy the Church - but we are living proof of its continued 
life, and we can be fully confident that it will never be killed, but
will go on to glory.

In Ephesians 3:17b-4:16, Paul speaks of the Unity of Believers 
and their responsibility to that Oneness:

I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the saints to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and 
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit - just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called - one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God
and Father of all, who is over all and thru all and in all.

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned
it...(-8,9,10) 11. It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and 
teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 
the full measure of perfection found in Christ.

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the 
cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, 
speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him 
who is the Head that is Christ. From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does its work."

Truly, it is the highest calling that we have as Christians.
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To become more like Christ by spending much of our time knowing Him 
and practicing those things that bring Him honor and glory - in 
faith, in love, by the Spirit's power. As long as we can major on the
Unity we have in Christ - one faith, one hope, one baptism, one 
Spirit, one Father, one Saviour - we can avoid divisions and work for
the Lord together.

Finally, the figure of the body gives us an excellent picture of
the inter-relationship of the members to the whole. Paul speaks of 
this in I Corinthians 12:12-27.

The body is a unity, though it is made up of many parts; and 
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with 
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body - 
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - and we were all given one 
Spirit.

Now the body is not made of one part but of many. If the foot 
should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," 
it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the
ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If 
the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in
fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just 
as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the 
body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head
cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!"
On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable, we 
treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are 
treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no 
special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and 
has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there 
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have 
equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers
with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

Now, you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of
it.

Each member of Christ's church has equal value in God's sight, 
even though each differs in their particular form, or place, or use 
within it. This diversity of gifts and offices gives the variety - 
planned by God to contribute to its beauty - just as God designed the
human body, balanced and pleasing to the sight.

Just as in our bodies all parts are in some respect useful and 
necessary to each other, and to the whole body - so in God's church -
there are no duplicate or unnecessary parts.

Just as when an injury is done to our body we give that part
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special attention and care and work for its healing, so in Christ's 
body, the church, we must seek to make right any injury to any 
member. We must work for healing. We must have a tender concern for 
each other and not despise any member, just as we care for each part 
of our bodies, for total good.

I hope that this symbol and reality of Christ and His Body, the 
Church, gives you a way to picture Who Christ Is! Who we are 
together! And who you are as a member. It is a picture of leadership,
unity, and all parts essential to make up the whole. It can continue 
to remind us that we are under the Headship of Christ and without Him
we have no life. It can remind us that we as a church are united by 
this life which Christ gives us. And that everything we do affects 
Jesus and every member of His Church, whether for good or ill.

So let us work to bring honor to our high calling, no matter 
what our part in the body of Christ may be. Each is useful and 
necessary. Let us share each other's hurts and rejoice in each 
other's joys in the name of Jesus Christ our Head.



God Is Truth and Righteousness
T.O.D. Johnston

Isaiah 55:6-12.

6 ¶ Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he
is near:
7 let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, saith the LORD.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 ¶ For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater:
11 so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
12 ¶ For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

He created man for a companion and the crown of His creation. He
gave man His Word when He created him, that his years might be 
prolonged - Deuteronomy 6 - that he might enjoy all the abundance of 
the earth and it be his dominion. Man gave in to the temptation to 
test God; to see if what God's Word said was Truth. Satan sowed seeds
of doubt. Through Adam's going against God's Word, death, decay, and 
suffering were brought into the world.

The Old Testament is a history of God's dealing with man. Giving
man His Word - through His prophets to warn them of the wages of sin.
That if they would turn to God in true repentance and follow His 
Word, He could bless them with prolonged, abundant life, in the land 
of milk and honey. The Old Testament is a history of man's perversity
and stiffneckedness, with flashes of light and glory each time even 
one man puts his faith and trust in the Lord.

The Lord God, the Lord of Hosts, the Eternal One, is unchanging 
from everlasting to everlasting, and mighty in His power. He is the 
Creator of the heavens, the earth, the sea and all that is in them. 
He is just and righteous, and man is born in sin and selfishness.

Only through God's tender mercy did man have a chance for 
survival - to be saved from certain self-destruction. Immeasurable is
His love for His creation - inconceivable is His compassion, knowing 
that no man could meet the requirements of His righteousness, His 
Law. He sent His Own Son to fulfill in complete righteousness the Law
and Will of God. He revealed to worldly man that greater are the
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rewards in eternal life than the shadows and fleeting pleasures of 
earth without God.

Only when the demands of the Law had been met through Christ 
could God pour out His blessings on men. God is holy and can have 
naught to do with us - for we are conceived in sin. God took upon 
Himself the payment the Law demanded through Christ Jesus. It is 
through this consideration of the ministry of love and compassion, 
the anguish, suffering, and death of the only begotten Son of God 
that the price was paid in shame, pain, blood, and death.

But it ended not there - it was instead a new beginning - 
resurrection unto glorified eternal life with the Father. Christ died
that we might have life, and more abundantly - to reveal the true 
nature of Our Heavenly Father - to release us from the bondage of sin
and death.

We were born into selfish desires and we have tried to satisfy 
ourselves all our lives - at some point we reach a crisis, where we 
finally realize that satisfying self leaves an emptiness like a cold,
dark, pit. We cannot make it by ourselves. And through our 
confronting the Word - whether by hearing, or reading, or a witness, 
the Holy Spirit draws us to the love of Jesus Christ, and forgiveness
for our totally sinful past.

In repenting, we turn from self to God. Then, in the Light, 
Life, and Truth of Jesus we are washed clean and made new creatures. 
We worship with thanksgiving for His Grace, His Mercy. Praise be to 
God in the Highest.

Now free from the bondage of sin, we are free to worship God 
with our lives. We are free to begin to keep the Law by serving God 
and our neighbors.



God's Library
T.O.D. Johnston

Psalms 119:89 – 'For ever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in 
heaven.' Jesus is the word of God, declaring God's nature and purpose
to man (John 1:1,18). The Word was given to holy men of old through 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The 66 books of the Bible 
resulted. This was established in heaven before God created the 
world.

The beginning section of the Bible (meaning 'book') was written 
by Adam. At its conclusion is his signature – 'This is the book of 
the generations of Adam' (Genesis 5:1). The next book records the 
antediluvian (before the flood) patriarchs signed by Noah – 'These 
are the generations of Noah' (Genesis 10:1). After the flood, records
were kept by the Godly line of Shem, Terah, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.
The standard closing words 'These are the generations of...' end each
section. (Genesis 11:10,27; 25:19; 37:2; Exodus 1:1.) At some point, 
all these recorded tablets were put together and edited by Moses into
what we have as the Book of Genesis.

Then 'at sundry times and in divers manners God spoke in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets.' (Hebrews 1:1.) Eventually all
the messages of the Old Testament had been communicated down to 
earth. The original was kept in the heavenly library – possibly in 
the heavenly ark of the covenant.

Hebrews 9:4.

4 which had the golden censer, (Exodus 30:1-6) and the ark of the 
covenant overlaid round about with gold, (Exodus 25:10-16) wherein 
was the golden pot that had manna, (Exodus 16:33) and Aaron's rod 
that budded, (Numbers 17:8-10) and the tables of the covenant; 
(Exodus 25:16; Deuteronomy 10:3-5)

Revelation 11:19.

19 ¶ And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, 
and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, (Revelation 8:5; 
16:18) and great hail. (Revelation 16:21)

The New Testament was 'revealed unto His holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit' (Ephesians 3:5). The book of 'The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ' (Revelation 1:1) completed the written word from 
heaven on earth. It closes with the most serious warning in 
Revelation 22:18,19.

18 ¶ For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
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19 and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32) God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.

The New Testament begins with Matthew 1:1, stating this as – 
'the book of the generation of Jesus Christ.' This obviously 
corresponds to Genesis 5:1 – 'the book of the generations of Adam.' 
The Old Testament is the history of the first Adam and his physical 
seed. The New Testament is the history of the last Adam (I 
Corinthians 15:45) and His spiritual seed.

Other books record the life of each individual that has ever 
lived. At the Judgment Seat of Christ, there will be rewards (or loss
of rewards) for each believer. Possibly, the fire mentioned in I 
Corinthians 3:13 will be used to burn up the bad portions of each 
book, leaving only the record of the good.

I Corinthians 3:10-15.

10 ¶ According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a 
wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.
12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble;
13 every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall 
try every man's work of what sort it is.
14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall 
receive a reward.
15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

II Corinthians 5:5-10.

Forgiveness for the Offender
5 ¶ But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in 
part: that I may not overcharge you all.
6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted
of many.
7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort
him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch 
sorrow.
8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward 
him.
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9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of
you, whether ye be obedient in all things.
10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave 
any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the 
person of Christ;
11 lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not 
ignorant of his devices.

At the later Final Judgment of unbelievers, John writes - 'I saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and 
the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works.' (Revelation 20:12.)

Since no man has ever lived without sin, no one will be saved by
their works (James 2:10; Romans 3:10,20,23, etc.). The book of life 
has recorded the names of all those redeemed by their faith in the 
shed blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ (I Peter 1:18-21; 
Revelation 13:8).

Revelation 20:14,15.

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death.
15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.

Malachi 3:16 mentions another very special book.

16 ¶ Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and
the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought 
upon his name.

God could also be keeping records of every group of believers 
who fear the Lord and speak frequently to each other about Him.

John 21:25 concludes John's Gospel.

25 ¶ And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the 
which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that should be written. 
Amen.

After Jesus' ascension to heaven, He has continued to work 
through His disciples by the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit. A
record may be being kept of all their accomplishments in His Name
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down through the years. A book written of all that Jesus does and 
teaches through each of us – a book about every believer. Could the 
world itself contain all the books that should be written?

Jesus now is 'upholding all things by the word of His power' 
(Hebrews 1:3). In Him 'are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge' (Colossians 2:3).

There is also possibly a record of all the processes and systems
of earth, including types of matter, plants, animals, and humans. 
Books about the planets, the stars, galaxies, etc. Possibilities 
boggle the mind. This may be part of our experience in eternity – 
endless learning about God and His creation.



Paul Turns West
T.O.D. Johnston

Acts 16:6-15.
"6 ¶ Now when they had gone throughout Phryg'i-a and the region of 
Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in 
Asia,
7 after they were come to My'si-a, they assayed to go into Bithyn'i-
a: but the Spirit suffered them not.
8 And they passing by My'si-a came down to Tro'as.
9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of 
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help
us.
10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to go 
into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for 
to preach the gospel unto them.
11 ¶ Therefore loosing from Tro'as, we came with a straight course to
Samothracia, and the next day to Ne-ap'olis;
12 and from thence to Phil'ippi, which is the chief city of that part
of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain 
days.
13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where 
prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women
which resorted thither.
14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city 
of Thy-ati'ra, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord 
opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.
15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, 
saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my
house, and abide there. And she constrained us."

Acts 16:6-15 is one of the great turning points of history. Paul
planned to turn eastward through Asia, Mysia, and Bithynia. The Holy 
Spirit forbade to follow his plan. He was guided westward until Paul 
was at the Aegean Sea. In the night, a vision came to him. A man of 
Macedonia prayed to Paul to come over and help them. Paul followed 
the call of the heavenly vision and crossed over to the new continent
to bring the message of Christ to the west.

Timothy, Silas, Luke, and Paul come to the city of Philippi, 
which was named after Philip of Macedon, father of Alexander the 
Great. A small event in itself, yet the beginning of all subsequent 
events in the west.

Philippi was a Roman colony, built and settled by soldiers that 
had fought under Augustus Caesar. Their reward for service was a 
section of land. These people had their own government, and were free
of taxation. The town was built along a stream. The city wall 
followed along the stream. Apparently, there were not enough Jews in 
the city to support the synagogue. The group of women mentioned in 
these verses (13,14) had met outside the wall, on the bank of the
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small river, for the observations of the Sabbath, in prayer and 
worship. It remains true that people who love God, love to be 
together.

Among the women was Lydia, from Thyatira, a seller of purple 
crimson goods. That area had been famous for its dyes and fabrics for
over a thousand years. She was a worshipper of God in the midst of a 
pagan culture. On the sabbath, she did no business, but was here on 
the riverbank worshipping God with others.

Verses 14,15. The Lord opened her heart and "she attended the 
things which were spoken of Paul."

"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God." (Romans 10:17.)

It is truly a joy incomparable to find someone who wants to know
about Jesus. Lydia opened her heart and became a Christian. She 
opened her home and it became a church. She opened her life and 
became a living epistle of praise and love to Jesus. We could do no 
better than follow her example.

In verse 16 we come upon a diviner - a soothsayer. The girl was 
possessed by a demon, whose cries of torment gave some scraps 
relating to the future. Several men had used her to make a lot of 
money. She called Paul and his companions "servants of the most high 
God, which shew unto us the way of salvation." A demon cried out the 
truth.

This raises a serious question: how would you like to receive 
support from the devil? Would you accept money from a gambler, a 
robber? Would you fellowship with a drunkard, or a murderer? Paul 
refused testimony from the possessed girl and being grieved: "turned 
and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her, and she was delivered the same hour."

Her masters, without mentioning the money they had at stake, 
suddenly become the champions of the morality of that community. They
seize Paul and Silas, calling them troublemakers. They enrage a mob 
which leads to their being beaten with rods. They are thrown in 
prison, and locked in stocks on the floor in an inner dungeon.

At midnight, Paul and Silas prayed and sang, turning the prison 
into a church, turning midnight into noontime; turning the cell into 
a sanctuary. The prisoners heard them. What had been heard in this 
before, was certainly not prayer and joyous singing.

We, in our own Christian world, never know who might be 
watching, or listening, or in some way is being affected by our walk 
and our talk.

Verse 26,27. Earthquake; doors opened; bands loosed. Jailor 
awakes and fearing prisoners escaped, starts to commit suicide. Paul 
reassures and preaches the gospel to him. He asks "What must I do to 
be saved?"
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Verses 31-34.
"31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house.
32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were
in his house.
33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their 
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.
34  And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house."

Whenever you see a man washing wounds he has inflicted, or 
binding up hearts he has broken, or drying the tears he has caused, 
there you'll find a man with Jesus Christ in his heart. He is a new 
man. Such was the keeper of the prison. He washes the stripes of Paul
and Silas, and sets a meal before them, rejoicing, believing God with
all of his house.

In contrast, we look at the magistrates. They never gave Paul 
and Silas a hearing, or a fair trial. They had them beaten and thrown
into prison. Now they are afraid and wished them to just go away 
quietly. Being evil, they were afraid though they were the rulers; 
they were in charge. But faced with an earthquake, converted jailors,
Roman citizenships - they feared and were uneasy till these preachers
could be gotten rid of.

Strangely, Paul and Silas call the brethren together and comfort
them. The one who had been beaten and put in prison encouraged the 
others. It is the person that has suffered that knows the 
encouragement of God.

In Chapter 17, Paul and Silas walk 33 miles to Amphipolis, then 
on 30 miles to Appolonia, and yet no preaching. Surely they were 
trying to recover from their beatings and take care of their wounds. 
Thirty seven miles further and they came to the capital of that Roman
province, Thessalonica. Here, there is a synagogue. The Jews knew the
scriptures as seeds which God could germinate into faith in Jesus the
Christ.

Paul's habit was to go to worship services on the Sabbath. He 
went there three Sabbaths and delivered a message on the Lord, 
reasoning with them out of the Scriptures. This is ever the call of 
the preacher. Paul fully disclosed proofs of the deity, the kingship,
and Saviorhood of Jesus.

"Opening, and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, 
and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach 
unto you is Christ." (17:3.)

Those who would not believe created trouble. They seized Jason 
and brought him before the rulers accusing him and others of teaching
another king, one Jesus. The accusers of Jesus before Pilate
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had brought the same charge against him. Jesus died with the notice 
over his head "Jesus, King of the Jews".

When the Jews had taken security of Jason, they made him post 
bond for the good conduct of his guests. The brethren took Paul and 
Silas by night and sent them to Berea, 50 miles away. These people 
"received the word with all readiness of mind." (17:11.) They 
searched the scriptures daily, to see whether what was said was true.
"Therefore many of them believed" (17:12).

The ministry of Paul & Silas is founded on the Word of God. On 
each missionary journey, they do the same. The Bereans are called 
noble because they searched the Scriptures. The Scriptures point to 
Jesus Christ.

As Christians, we search the Scriptures seeking Jesus. There, 
God reveals Him to us. Scripture closes with a last and final 
promise. Someone is coming:

Revelation chapter 22 -
"16 ¶ I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things 
in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star.
17 ¶ And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely.
20 ¶ He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly: 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus."



The Holy Spirit



The Spirit's Guidance
T.O.D. Johnston

The Holy Spirit's role is to guide the believer in the light of 
God's truth (the Bible) to accomplish His will. The Spirit is not 
going to reveal God's will to you so that you can make a choice as to
whether you are willing to follow it or not. The Holy Spirit only 
leads those already willing to follow.

If you sign up for a tour and then decide not to follow the 
guide, you want to make your own tour. You are likely to get lost and
the guide cannot help you. If you want guidance, you must be willing 
to follow the guide. In Revelation, Jesus says several times, 'He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.'

God speaks to His people through His word. It reveals His will 
for us. God also speaks to us through the witness of the Holy Spirit 
within.

Romans 8:16,17.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God:
17 and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ, if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together.

If your life consists of fulfilling the needs and desires of 
your body, you have no way to hear the Spirit's voice. The body is so
defective because of sin that it will not make the trip to heaven. It
will be transformed into a new one. We must be spiritual. We must 
listen to our enlightened conscience – which bears witness in the 
Holy Spirit. We must not be distracted by the loudness of the world 
around us.

Romans 9:1,2.

1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing
me witness in the Holy Ghost,
2 that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.

II Peter 1:20,21. The Holy Spirit will never contradict the Word
that He inspired.

20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation.
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Spirit will communicate to your spirit how to implement
God's truth in your life. The Word gives revelation, and the Spirit
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gives confirmation.
The will of God – He does not need to explain everything He 

does, just as parents don't. We couldn't comprehend much of it, just 
as children couldn't.

God's moral will has been given to man through Scripture. This 
He wants us to know. His will for each individual is where the Holy 
Spirit comes in.

We must accept the things that happen which we don't understand.
We see only a tiny part of the total picture that God is working on. 
We must learn to try to do as much of His will revealed in His Word. 
This is our guidebook to grow and mature as believers. The Holy 
Spirit is our personal guide that confirms to our spirit that we are 
within God's will.

How is your spiritual life? Do you spend time in God's Word 
every day? Do you consistently pray for yourself and others? Are you 
able to avoid distractions and temptations? Do you watch for 
opportunities to help others, to share your faith?

We make choices every day. We must practice making the best 
choices and we will get better at it. Then it comes more naturally 
and becomes a habit. Our choice will become automatic. We will choose
the right way without having to think about it. This is putting on 
the mind of Christ. We then begin to experience the freedom to love 
and give and the joy it brings.

The Holy Spirit within will bless our efforts. The Spirit also  
gives us guidance and strength and assurance that we are truly 
following the path of Jesus as His ambassadors and servants in this 
lost and dying world. This brings glory to Jesus, and to Our Heavenly
Father.

All this is truly the greatest mission of the Spirit. The Spirit
reveals Christ to us, empowers us to reveal Christ to the world, to 
the eternal Glory of God - Who before the foundation of the world 
purposed to save us from the sin that He foreknew, through the 
perfect life and sacrificial death of His Son for us. Our lives 
should show our gratitude and love for His grace and mercy toward us 
who could never earn it or deserve it. Thankful obedience and the 
desire to please Him and become like His Son is our highest calling.

Through His Spirit, He also equips us to do His will. All we 
must do is step out in faith and continue on our journey that for 
whatever time we have here, leads to our eternal destination to be 
with Him in eternity.



Gifts of the Spirit
T.O.D. Johnston

I Corinthians 12.

Spiritual Gifts
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you 
ignorant.
2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb 
idols, even as ye were led.
3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.
4 ¶ Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all.
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal.
8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
9 to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of 
healing by the same Spirit;
10 to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to 
another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to
another the interpretation of tongues:
11 but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing
to every man severally as he will.
12 ¶ For as the body is one, and hath many members and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is 
Christ.
13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit.
14 ¶ For the body is not one member, but many.
15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of 
the body; is it therefore not of the body?
16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of 
the body; is it therefore not of the body?
17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the 
whole were hearing, where were the smelling?
18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased him.
19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?
20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.
21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: 
nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary:
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23 and those members of the body, which we think to be less 
honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely
parts have more abundant comeliness.
24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the 
body together, having given more abundant honor to that part which 
lacked:
25 that there should be no schism in the body; but that the members
should have the same care one for another.
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; 
or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.
27 ¶ Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all 
workers of miracles?
30 have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all
interpret?
31 But covet earnestly the best gifts.
¶ And yet show I unto you a more excellent way.

I Corinthians 13.

Love
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I 
give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing.
4 ¶ Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
5 doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
6 rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
7 beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things.
8 ¶ Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they 
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there
be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
part shall be done away.
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child,
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I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things.
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly, but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity.

Bestowed on every believer to serve the church. The difference 
between natural abilities and spiritual gifts are in the results. 
Teaching spiritually goes beyond facts and understanding, to the 
heart – feeling a desire to follow Christ's way. To help the growth, 
education, and maturing of the church.

There are service gifts – giving of time, compassion, money, 
showing mercy, and forgiveness. Also, gifts of teaching, prophecy, 
and preaching the Gospel, as well as gifts for special signs to 
manifest the power of God – healing miracles, and tongues. The latter
are not for everybody to exercise in any and every circumstance. If 
you are in tune with the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts take care of 
themselves. The whole point of gifts is to benefit others.

The guide is the human body – one body, one spirit. All work 
together for the common good. Comparing and any resulting jealousy 
has no place. All contribute to the growth and maturity of each local
assembly of members of Christ's Body.

Ephesians 4:11-16.

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13 till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ:
14 that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15 but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ:
16 from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working 
in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love.

Cancer cells are said to work only for their own benefit, not 
the benefit of the body. Therefore, these cells are destructive to 
the body. Some people do the same within the church.
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Worship leads to service, which is possible through the gifts of
the Spirit. We must not think too highly of ourselves – all are saved
sinners, only by God's grace and mercy. You may minister to the 
church through the same areas of natural (God given) talent or 
ability – or you may not. We are to use God's gifts for God's glory 
as we have accepted God's grace, so that God's greatest Gift to us, 
His Son, may be glorified.

A church should not function as a local spiritual filling 
station, so that its members can limp along through another week. All
worship must lead to and energize service towards others.

No scripture urges believers to look for their spiritual gifts. 
If we sit around and wait for God to show us our gifts, we will 
receive nothing. Gifts are revealed through service. If we get busy 
serving, the Spirit's gifts will be revealed. If we have a ministry, 
we will be equipped for it. Spiritual gifts are given to minister to 
the spiritual Body of Christ.

Two obvious principles: 1. failure to serve will greatly limit a
believer's experience of the power of the Holy Spirit and the joy 
that it brings. 2. if we do serve others, we will experience the help
and influence of the Spirit, bringing skill and joy in the work. We 
should seek for the task God wants us to take on. He will give us 
what we need to accomplish it. If we choose a task, or others choose 
it for us, and there is no success, then another area of service 
should be sought.

The point is: when the task is right, God's gifts will be given.
Seeking gifts first is backwards and fruitless. When we seek to help 
someone and are successful, then we know that God has blessed our 
effort and that shows us our gift.

The greatest motivation comes from spending time with Jesus, 
contemplating the great things He has done for each of us, thinking 
about the greatness of His Person – the Son of God, Who spoke all 
things into existence, Who holds all things together, Who is building
and maturing His church, and Who intercedes for us with the Father. 
Jesus is the One Who cares for each of us and Who will call us to be 
with Him and the Father through all eternity in the new heavens and 
new earth. It will be a place without sin or tears – there will be 
only peace and joy and praise to the Father through the Son by the 
Spirit of grace and truth, forever.

Amen.



Figures of the Holy Spirit
T.O.D. Johnston

Many times in the Bible the Holy Spirit is referred to by a 
figure in order to help us understand some of His Ministries and 
works.

1. DOVE - Matthew 3:16-17. John 1:13.
A.) Pure (acceptable as sacrifice). First mentioned in the Bible

when Noah used one to see if the water had dried up. Our body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit - keep it clean.

B.) Peaceful. Matthew 10:16 - "harmless as doves". A symbol of 
peace. A dove had no "gall", so it isn't bitter. (Christians ought to
be that way.)

2. WIND (Pneuma). Ezekiel 37:1-14. John 3:8. The wind is the 
mysterious force of the earth, and so the Spirit is mysterious 
(Ecclesiastes 11:5) in convicting of sin (John 16:8), and 
regeneration (Titus 3:5).

3. FIRE - Acts 2:2,3.
A.) Fire gives light - illuminates Word of God - John 14:26, I 

Corinthians 2:12-13.
B.) Fire gives warmth - a cold church is bad, a lukewarm one is 

sickening. Revelation 3:16.
C.) Fire purifies - burns of dross - I Corinthians 3:16-17.
4. WATER - John 7:37-39, Isaiah 44:3.
A.) Essential to life. In birth, and in day to day living. I 

Corinthians 12:13.
B.) Essential to growth. Psalms 1:3, Job 8:11. Carnal Christians

aren't Spirit-controlled. Romans 8:7, I Corinthians 3:1.
C. Water produces power. I Corinthians 2:4, Acts 1:8. (To carry,

to push, etc.)
5. OIL - Acts 10:38, Luke 4:18. Anointed.
A.) Helps prevent sickness. (James 5:14 - used in Prayer cure.)
B.) Used to make light (as in a lamp) - Ye are the Light of the 

World
6. FINGER OF GOD - Compare Matthew 12:28 with Luke 11:20.
A.) In inspiration - Exodus 31:18, Deuteronomy 9:10. God's 

Fingers for much of the Bible were "Holy men of God who spake as they
were moved by the Spirit".

B.) In power over demons - Luke 11:20. (God's finger has all the
power we need to defeat satan - PRAISE THE LORD!)

C.) Judgment. Daniel 5 - When God pronounced judgment against 
Belshazzar. Exodus 8:19,32 - Pharaoh hardened his heart. 9:7,12; 
10:1,20,27; 11:10 - the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh.
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Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson I

Our infinite Heavenly Father is Creator and Sustainer of the 
whole universe; The One Who oversees and directs the affairs of men; 
The One Who knows the number of hairs on our heads. He cares about 
our needs because through the gift of His Son we are joint-heirs of 
His eternal kingdom. We are children of the kingdom, and He wants 
what is best for us. Through blessing and testing, He arranges our 
lives that we may grow and mature, and become more like His Son.

Our responsibility is to will and to do everything in our power 
to follow His will. Though we may or may not receive material 
blessing in abundance, we will receive spiritual rewards in heaven. 
We should not expect to receive better treatment by the world than 
Jesus did. If we are being well-treated by the world, we may be 
compromising too much with its ways. If we are looked down upon 
because we don't get drunk, and curse, and go along with dishonest 
deals and readily lie for them, then we are on the right path, no 
matter that it is narrow, and few that also are on it. Jesus said 
that the highway to hell was wide and well-traveled by the 
multitudes.

It is the Father Who guides us and gives us strength through the
Holy Spirit. He wants to help us and He wants us to ask for that 
help. Jesus taught the certainty of God's hearing us, and the 
certainty of His answering. When we put someone in His hands in 
prayer, we must remember that what is best for that person may not be
what we have in mind, or when we have in mind. Only God knows what 
and when is best. He does want to be reminded of our concerns and 
needs. He wants us to trust Him for everything, and to persevere.

Though we greatly are pleased when our children are able to do 
things without our help, we do continue to want a close and sincere 
relationship. And we want them to always feel free to come to us with
their concerns as well as their successes. We want that mutual bond 
of love to stay as strong as possible. We also want our children to 
trust us, that we know best what is best for them, even though they 
can't see it at the time.

All our experiences of relationship with our parents, with our 
children, should give us a picture of what our relationship with God 
should be like. All our relationships with parents and as parents 
were certainly imperfect. Our relationship with God will also be 
imperfect, but only on our side, because we will remain imperfect in 
this life. Thus, we will continue to need a Saviour. But God's part 
in this relationship will be perfect: full of tenderness, long-
suffering, mercy, forgiveness, compassion, understanding. The perfect
love of a Father for His children.

He wants us to come to Him in prayer for ourselves and also for 
the needs of others. He also wants us to be busy about spreading the 
Gospel of Salvation, so that others may receive the blessings of 
being His child now and forever. Prayer is the first step in opening 
the mind and heart of a lost person, calling upon the ministry of the
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Holy Spirit: to convict of sin, awaken the conscience, and soften the
heart to a realization of the need of a Savior, Who is Jesus Christ.

To many times and places and people, prayer is the only way to 
reach out for another's benefit. Any time or place, or for any 
person, is the perfect time to pray. We don't have to stop, close our
eyes, and get on our knees in a private place to pray. You cannot 
name any time or place that God cannot hear you. You cannot name any 
person that God would not want you to pray for. We can actually be 
praying for a person while we are talking to them. Don't we often 
think when we are with someone we love that we want God to bless 
them? Is that not a prayer to God for their welfare? We also may 
never know - especially in this life - how much we have been and are 
sustained and even uplifted in our daily lives as a result of other 
people praying for us.

Paul taught that the Holy Spirit can interpret our deepest 
desires and feelings toward ourselves and others, that we cannot even
put into words and reach the Father with the message. Often, we want 
all the possible blessings to flow into someone's life - we want them
well, happy, and secure. It comes to us in a rush of emotion. Isn't 
that a natural and sincere communication with Our Heavenly Father? As
Jesus can read our hearts and make intercession for us, so also God 
knows our hearts.

The key is knowing the will of the Father. Jesus knew and 
perfectly followed that will. His life, His words are our perfect 
example and guide. We know His words bring knowledge of the Father's 
will. We have been so lovingly blessed that we can be part of the 
ministry of His Son. He will help us, He will even listen to us in 
spite of our stupidity, ignorance, pettiness, selfishness, and pride.
We certainly act like very immature children sometimes. We also think
that way too.

He knows all that and yet He still listens with great patience 
and love, because we are His children, and we always will be His 
children. He plans for us a new heaven and new earth, a place of 
perfection, so we may be with Him and His Son without any more tears,
trials, heartaches, or pain. That's the kind of Father He is even 
NOW.

What CAN'T He do in answer to the prayer of His children? What 
He has prepared for us should show us His heart's desire toward us. 
He wants to bless us, and for us to be a blessing to others.

We must personally spend time with Him and His Word and in 
prayer, which put simply is talking to Our Heavenly Father, as His 
child, just like we would wish our own children would stay in 
frequent communication with us. We require visits and cell phones to 
keep in touch with our children. God is with us all the time no 
schedules, no numbers, no busy signals, no turned off phones, nor 
nobody being home.



3
Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson I continued

Also, no excuses. Do we ever make excuses or do our family 
members, as to why we haven't kept in touch? We are in communication 
whether we realize or not. We must honor God's concern and love for 
us by trying to do what He expects His children to be about. And part
of that is a life of constant and continual communication with Him. 
In other words pray without ceasing.



Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson II

To be more like Christ today means to be more diligent in what 
He is doing now: He is ceaselessly making intercession for us and 
others in the presence of the Heavenly Father. To abide in Him means 
to become more a part of His priestly intercession. We mature and 
become prayers and pleaders for others. As priests we prevail with 
God. It is in prayer that we wield our highest power. It is the 
beginning and sustaining strength of all that we are called upon to 
do. It is the key and power that supplies the life of bearing fruit.

One of the greatest messages of Jesus on prayer is that the 
Father waits, listens, and desires to answer the prayers of His 
children, in Jesus' name. We must not limit what God is ready to do 
for His children's requests. God hears all prayer. No if's, and's, 
but's, excuses, time constraints or anything else.

Another important lesson is that Jesus is ready and longing to 
spend time with us, to teach us how to pray. As He continues to pray 
for us, He desires for us to trust Him and spend time with Him, to 
show us Himself, His love and care for us, and that He longs to pray 
for us, in us, and through us. He Himself is the life and power of 
our prayer. As we pray, we are in effect praying with Jesus.

The words of prayer need not be high-sounding or complicated, 
yet it is the highest and most powerful thing we can do in this life:
to communicate with the unseen and Most Holy God, Creator of the 
universe. Prayer is the channel of all blessing, the secret power, 
for us, the Church, in the world. It is the gift of God - according 
to His eternal promises, all to His glory. We must go beyond empty 
forms, tradition, and emotion.

The power of New Testament prayer is in Jesus' Name, as He 
taught the apostles. We are not to be timid and out of false respect 
pray without His Name being spoken. How different are we actually 
from those first disciples? We are heirs of the same promises, the 
same Savior. We pray for the coming of the same kingdom. We pray for 
the same glory of God the Father. All prayer must be in complete 
surrender to His Will, in complete assurance of faith in Jesus, and 
with perseverance that refuses to be denied. The best way to learn to
pray is much prayer; practice improves us.

What we pray must be in surrender to God's will, to His glory, 
in assurance of the promises of faith, in Jesus' Name, and if need 
be, with perseverance. Jesus is listening and wishes to help us learn
to pray with increasing knowledge and power. He wishes to help us 
pray with power to call down God's blessings on those around us.

We feel the need, He gives us the confidence. We must be 
grounded in His Word. The Holy Spirit within us also aids us, giving 
us thoughts as to what and how to ask. Jesus makes us a part of His 
life of intercession. He is certainly praying for us.

John 4:23,24. In spirit and truth. Only through Jesus is this 
possible. God is not bound by space or time - He is infinite, and He 
is spirit. Our life must not be separate from our faith. Constant
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awareness of God's presence in our spirit keeps us in an attitude of 
worship. God has given us His Holy Spirit through Jesus, therefore 
giving the right and power of communication as His children. This is 
uniquely possible through the Sonship of Christ. No one in the Old 
Testament had this right.

Truth goes beyond sincerity - and is tied directly to God's 
Word. Jesus said He is the truth and the life. He is full of grace 
and truth. The Holy Spirit is the spirit of Truth. Worship in spirit 
is worship in truth, a direct fellowship with the Father in the 
Spirit. We need to acknowledge that in our normal living habits and 
ways of thinking - we cannot please God. We must become more 
constantly aware of our position in Christ. We must accept our 
position as God's spiritual children, as the result of His infinite 
love. This is the new and living way that gives us the right to call 
upon God as our Heavenly Father. This gives us the confidence that 
God's Fatherly Heart wants to stay in constant communication with us 
and to bless us to our best benefit, to continue to grow and mature 
into the stature of being like His Son. Supreme trust is the correct 
attitude of the true child of God.

Jesus revealed: "Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of
before ye ask Him."

This separates us from heathens who with much words, urgency, 
and vain repetitions think they must compel an unwilling deity to 
even listen. If we pray for something that will bring God glory 
according to the Word, we must have great confidence. We must 
remember that God knows what we need, but He still wants us to ask, 
to persevere. No matter how we are preoccupied with our personal 
petitions that we forget, the Father both knows and hears, and He 
answers.

The more mature child has learned the Father's interests and is 
more involved in the Father's business. As we become more mature, we 
become more consecrated to His service. His work is our work; His 
kingdom is our kingdom; His will is our will.

We do live in enemy territory. God's kingdom, of which we are 
citizens, is in heaven until Christ's second coming. We continue to 
pray for that. In accepting Christ we accept the father's love. In 
accepting His will we accept a life of obedience to that will. Prayer
always brings us back into trust and worship of the Father and the 
Son.

Jesus promised concerning the Father that the love wherewith the
Father hast loved Him may be in us. Therewith we may have confidence 
to bring our needs, our trials and temptations, our sins, and our 
concern for others to Him.

Ask and it shall be given: Matthew 7:7,8. Everyone that asks, 
receives. Everyone that seeks, finds. For everyone that knocks, the 
door shall be opened.
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This does express the certainty of an always positive result of 
our efforts in prayer. To ask and receive leads that person to seek 
and find the Giver, then to knock at His door. That person will 
thereafter enter, and dwell in His love, and closer fellowship.

These are laws of God's kingdom. They include our 
responsibilities to do the asking, seeking, and knocking. Each 
includes continuing effort, showing perseverance and Paul's 
admonishment to pray without ceasing.

In other words, we have two things in prayer - asking and 
receiving. If we ask and have not received - we are to continue to 
ask - that is God's will. Obviously, as children, we may ask amiss, 
but should continue to ask and seek God's will to understand what 
would be the best answer to our request.

We are to ask for ourselves our daily needs, things definite and
specific, even as we would our earthly father. Also trusting that His
knowledge and wisdom as to what is best for us may mean that an 
answer could be 'not at this time', or even 'no'. Those things that 
we know are according to His will, because they are according to His 
Word, and according to His son - we may ask with complete confidence 
they will be granted.

Our faith seems to grow so slowly. We are so enmeshed in our 
earthly lives and thoughts that spiritual things still seem so 
'otherworldly'. We need to continually look to Jesus, His words, His 
Spirit, to allow His life and words and Spirit to teach us the 
reality of the Spiritual realm and the Truth of God's Kingdom.

As we pray we must listen to His voice within, thinking over His
promises and ask that God increase our faith, to depend on His loving
kindness and care for us as our Heavenly Father. As we pray He hears,
as we ask He grants. It is His will to be with us and give us what we
need. We must continue to learn and grow, ask and receive, seek and 
find, knock and see the door to God's heart open.

Amen and Amen.
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Matthew 7:9-11 -

"9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he 
give him a stone?
10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?
11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him?"

The Infinite Fatherhood of God
The entire issue points to the natural order of how parents take

care of their children, and these are born sinners, and evil. Then 
look to God as our heavenly Father, who knows no sin, and is a God of
love and mercy. How much more will He act above any earthly father, 
to bless His children? As imperfect and selfish any earthly parents 
are, much more certain is the perfect will of the Father toward His 
spiritual children.

The most important thing we must remember as our greatest 
influence with the Father does not rest with any value we have 
(outside of our relationship through Jesus Christ). It rests in the 
love of the Father. The closer our relationship, the more we realize 
we can freely ask, and He wants us to ask, for He wishes to bless. To
pray as a child of God, we must live in acceptance and acknowledgment
and constant awareness that we are His, and with that we can know 
that we are heard, and that He will hear and answer.

The most important guide is the Holy Spirit, to be acknowledged 
and listened to, both in living and in praying. The goal is to let 
our light shine before others, that they may glorify our Father in 
Heaven. Nothing should be done in public to receive praise of men, 
but in secret, that only God sees. To forgive even as God forgives 
us. To trust God for all physical needs. To seek first the rulership 
of God and His righteousness, to do His will. All exemplify the life 
of the loving child, serving the Father's will, grateful and desiring
to please the Father by bearing the good fruit of faith through 
Jesus. Such a child the Father will certainly bless, and abundantly.

The Father does not expect all believers to become mature and 
strong immediately. The most important thing is the attitude of heart
and mind. To hear the honest, sincere, and believing requests of a 
child is what the Father desires. He has pledged His love and care 
for His children.

We could focus on the best earthly father we have ever known 
about, and how that father responds to any request of their child; to
gauge the love and tenderness that desires to grant any and every 
reasonable request. How much more is God's love and tenderness when 
we come to Him with our requests? We must also yield heart and mind 
to live in awareness of His constant love and care for us. In that 
awareness, communication of our needs will naturally arise within the



2
Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson III continued

daily experience of that constant communication with Him.
We must allow God to exercise His infinite Fatherliness toward 

us as His little children. Jesus suggests that we think of God in the
most familiar way, not just the 'Father' but the informal 'Abba', or 
our language, 'Daddy'. How much more shall your heavenly Father give 
good gifts to them that ask Him?

Let us practice the realization of God's love as greater than in
any human, earthly relationship. And that He wishes to bless us so 
much more than any earthly parent could. Let us consider how high 
above anything on earth God is.

Lord, help us to realize our lack of understanding and ability 
to truly conceive in our child-like minds, the greatness of Your 
Majesty, your infinite greatness, and goodness. Help us to bridge the
gap from our small and finite imaginations to the infinite world of 
Our Creator, who wants to be close to us, even as a father to this 
child.

His love is what continues the universe, what causes the Gospel 
of His Son to continue to be proclaimed, that all men might have the 
opportunity to accept so great a salvation. That is the center of our
life: its beginning and its end. It is what gives us life, strength, 
hope, and confidence. It is given us by the Father, and that gift is 
eternal.

We have the right to claim God's help and blessing, far above 
all other resources. He has infinite power, wisdom, patience, and 
love for us. Who else could do so much, and help us in our immature 
and imperfect condition as young children? And so He is so much able 
to see, hear, and meet our true needs in the process of our growth. 
The greatest growth occurs in the relationship. That is where our 
hearts should seek to dwell, more and more.

The Ministry of the Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the first gift of the Father, the best gift to 
reveal His character and will to His children. This is to show us the
spiritual, holy, and heavenly life where the Father lives, that we 
may partake of that life. It is a life of love, shed abroad in our 
hearts by that spirit, that we might share the love between the 
Father and His Son.

It also gives us strength, and teaches us the freedom to obey 
His commandments of love to Him and to one another. It is the 
Spirit's role to bring all the truth of Jesus to us so that we may 
become more like the Son through His power. This is a primary subject
of prayer.
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There are many names attached to the Holy Spirit:
1) The Spirit of Grace - teaching us about Jesus to increase our

faith.
2) Of Adoption - and assurance of that adoption.
3) To illuminate the Scriptures as truth.
4) The Spirit of prayer, of direct communication with God.
5) Spirit of conscience to reveal and convict of sin.
6) Spirit of holiness as the Father is holy.
7) Of power to strengthen us for God's work.
8) Of glory, the down payment of what is yet to be fulfilled.

The heavenly Father desires to give us the best gift - if we 
just ask. In accepting Christ we received the Spirit but we need 
increasing flow to help us produce fruit of value and life. To ask is
to receive, asked in faith and received in faith, not by sight or 
emotion. This is based on the truth of God's Word. As our hearts 
open, God can fill. We ask and open, the Spirit answers and fills. 
Therefore and thereby we are much more able to pray for others. Let 
us pray for the continued filling of the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
be revealed in us, His love and strength to help us in our words and 
our work, for the Father's glory, forever, amen.
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The Idea of Importunity

Luke 11:5-8

"5 ¶ And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves;
6 for a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have 
nothing to set before him?
7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door 
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and 
give thee.
8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is
his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him 
as many as he needeth."

We are to ask boldly and with persistence when we pray for 
other's needs: Intercession. The strength of love, the necessity of 
the need, the confidence that what is needed is available; the first 
delay or refusal that requires perseverance; then the reward and 
fulfillment.

To appeal to the friendship of God, we must prove to be friends 
of the needy. As such, we can be bold in claiming the right to a 
positive outcome. We see this portrayed in the Old Testament with the
holy men of old: Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Elijah. If an evil man 
wishes to help his friend, how much more are you able and willing to 
help him? This places us on a more equal status with God than just 
being His children. If we are living as His friends by following the 
commands of Christ, we will be called His friends, even as Abraham 
was.

As with a pure motive we go seeking to help a friend, we can 
expect God to respond in that same spirit. In bringing blessing to 
others we also bring glory to God. Jesus says, "He will give him as 
much as he needs." This does not necessarily happen at once. Faith is
involved. To go at midnight includes giving up one's rest, and not 
stopping shows devotion. It is a trial and testing of faith that 
delay is used by God.

If prayers were always answered immediately, we would be spoiled
and think we were doing it and take the credit. We must always be 
aware of our dependence on the Father, but also claim His promises as
certain of fulfillment. God wishes us to learn of Him, to trust and 
have faith in His love for us, and His desire to have continual 
fellowship with and dependence upon Him. Help us to call upon Him as 
Friend, and persevere.
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As Lord of the Harvest

Matthew 9:37-38

"37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous,
but the laborers are few;
38 pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth
laborers into his harvest."

Another unselfish thing we must pray for - that the Lord would 
send forth more laborers for the harvest. More people are always 
needed for full time ministries to win souls and nurture converts. 
This also includes every believer. Each one has their role to play, 
their God-given gifts to be exercised, every member of the body of 
Christ has its function. We must pray for the needs of the local 
church, plus the needs of the world.

It is within the fellowship with Christ and the Father that we 
experience the compassionate heart and become part of that reaching 
out to others. We experience the needs and the blessings that result 
from answered prayer. God has His answers already prepared, just 
waiting for prayer to release them. This is His plan and promise. Let
us continue to exercise our faith in praying, that God may continue 
to bless His children, and reach out to others, in spreading the 
Gospel of His Son.

The Specifics
One of the things Jesus required of those who desired His help 

is that they clearly say exactly what they wanted. They must put it 
into words and speak it aloud. Example - the blind man in Mark 10:51.
In the same way, He requires us in prayer to be specific. Not that He
doesn't already know, but He wants us to think clearly and realize by
putting into words what our actual needs are. We must discern between
selfish desires, and what follows God's Word and will. It also allows
us to recognize the answer when it comes. Generalizations remain 
vague.

An example of hunting has been put forward in this situation. If
a hunter sees game and just starts shooting all around, he or she 
doesn't necessarily hit the mark. The well aimed single shot gives a 
direct hit. This is the same with well aimed prayer - it hit's the 
mark, which brings the expected answer. This is the opposite of the 
vain repetitions and loud praying in public for a show. No prayer 
should be uttered that leaves the question unanswered - "What wilt 
that I should do unto thee?"

What is the difference between what a person wishes and what one
wills? The will rules the life. To will for something means not 
stopping or being satisfied until that something is acquired. Jesus
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asks not what we wish or desire, but what we will, what we must have 
no matter what. That we will persevere to pursue. We must not be 
content with just a fulfilling satisfaction in our own prayer. We 
must not be content until the prayer comes. To pray what we'd like 
and then leave it up to God to decide relates to things not clearly 
known as within God's will.

Praying according to God's promises in His Word are a different 
category. Faith in what Christ can do and willing that to happen is 
the correct combination. To align our will with that of the Father, 
that God wants us to exercise to further the spread of His Gospel. 
The son who pursues the interests of the Father's business, will be 
given freedom to exercise what he knows is in the Father's best 
interest. Knowing the will gives confidence to the asking.

May our understanding be specific in what we ask, that it is in 
accordance with the Word and the Will of God. May our faith expect 
and receive the answer. May we be thankful that You ask us to tell 
what we will to happen, and that our will is yielded to Thy will, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. May we stand on the promises, 
and take them as our own; that our prayers may be answered.

This seems unreasonable, unreachable, far beyond our own 
abilities. But this way we in effect limit God because of our own 
limited faith. What God asks us to pray, believing we have received, 
"Ye shall have them." What He has spoken, He shall fulfill.

Jesus said, "All things whatsoever." This is the result of the 
work of the Spirit through the Word within the heart of the believer.
This is what makes the fulfillment guaranteed. As members of His body
we have been given the Spirit, the life that runs throughout, the 
power that that includes. This is shared by all members. This power 
we must constantly realize and be thankful for, and have complete 
confidence in. Elijah knew God would give the rain, and he prayed 
seven times.

We are tested and must persevere - through faith and patience we
inherit the promises. Praise God in believing through prayer. We feel
so ashamed of our little faith, that we find it so hard to grasp what
Jesus offers. What we must remember is that Jesus has given us this 
life, His life. He is the Author and Perfector of our faith. He has 
communicated the Father's Word and Will and Power to us. To believe 
His Word is to receive. All the treasures of blessing are in 
readiness to be bestowed. Though we are so limited in our minds and 
understanding, that does not change God's Truth or His great 
promises.

Holy Father, continue to increase our faith, that we may 
perceive Your greatness, especially to usward. May we be free from 
the power of sin to realize Your love for us. May we listen to the 
power of the Spirit, and grow in confidence and faith. Train us to 
pray, believe and receive, knowing that Thou hears and cares and will
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answer. Amen.
Have faith in God. He promised. Is His promise sure? The power 

to believe His promise depends completely and entirely on He who 
promised. To trust Him brings us to trust in His Word. Our personal 
knowledge of the One who Promises is the basis of our faith. Jesus 
asks us to think upon the Living God, to allow Him to reveal His 
presence, that we may begin to take in what His mercy and love toward
us means. As that realization increases, His light and power also 
increase within us by His Spirit - our faith also increases.

Jesus is the word of God, the Spirit, the Living Voice. Upon 
this Spirit we must wait and listen. The Word of God will always be 
spirit and truth, bringing life and power. Faith is surrender, 
yielding to the love and mercy of the heavenly Father. Faith is also 
fellowship, with the Friend that makes us a promise, a promise 
regarding prayer. To have faith begins a life of faith. To pray 
effectually is also the gift of God to His devoted child. Only the 
life of faith brings the prayer of faith that will experience the 
power of prayer.

Faith looks to God more than to the thing promised. His love, 
power, presence, and promise, brings alive the work of faith. Feeble 
faith is cured only spending more time with God: to grow in 
knowledge, understanding, and purpose. This increases trust in His 
promises also.

God's promise to us will be what God Himself is to us. God 
speaks to those who live with Him. His will is to bless His children 
that seek to live within His will. To claim God as our own heavenly 
Father, is to claim His promises as our own also. The greatest gift 
God desires to give His children is Himself. This brings us to 
greater faith in Him.

Believe in the Creator and Father, infinite in mercy and power; 
believe in the Son, Savior, truth and life, believe in the Holy 
Spirit, comforter, guide and strength. All that the triune God has 
promised, Thou shalt also perform, both now and forever more.

May we take the time to wait and worship God so as to increase 
understanding and faith. That we may recognize His work in the world 
and in us. May we also grow in understanding and faith in His desire 
to take care of His children. Let our faith continue to grow as we 
spend more time in contemplating the beauty of His plan of salvation 
from before the foundation of the world, that He has brought to pass,
had been prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures, in the life and 
sacrificial death of His Son at the appointed time.

This is all so that we may also accept that all future promises 
will also be fulfilled perfectly and in every detail as promised. The
certainty of the past guarantees the truth of fulfillment in the 
future. Also, the promises to us of the church are as certainly true 
as all the rest, God-given and as good as His Word - more sure than
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any material thing on earth. There is no room to doubt. When God 
promises, He and only He has the authority to carry out each and 
every Word He has uttered, and especially to usward as His children 
through His Son, by the Spirit unto eternal life. Amen. To God be all
glory forever. Amen.



Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson V

Cure of unbelief

Matthew 17:19-21

"19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not 
we cast him out?
20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I 
say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall 
remove: and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting."

The question is yielding to God's Spirit to become strengthened 
in our spiritual life, in close fellowship with the Father. This 
requires separation from the world. This is best accomplished by 
prayer without distraction. Prayer grows our faith and keeps it 
strong. No true prayer is without faith. As our faith needs continual
growth, so also does our prayer life. One feeds the other. The law of
God's kingdom is that the measure of faith always determines the 
measure of power and of blessing.

Exercise in all things increases strength. So also in prayer we 
exercise our faith: in fellowship with the Father we receive 
strength. Our faith has its life in God Himself. We must be thankful 
and worship Him for His love and mercy toward us, and listen in quiet
yielding to His Spirit that He may speak to us. This increases our 
trust and knowledge of Him.

As we study and learn from His blessed Word, we also learn to 
hear the enlivening Spirit bring the words to life within us that 
bring power in faith and prayer. Thus the promises of His Son become 
promises to us as new and real and true. To increase faith is to 
spend more time in prayer, time with God, and thereby increase our 
power with God. As we become more devoted to being His children, He 
will enable us to more participate in His work here on earth, all to 
His glory and the furtherance of His Gospel. His Word is His Word to 
us. Power in prayer is powerful trust in God. Much prayer means more 
than 5 minutes. Our most important work in this life is God's work. 
The more we know about, the more we participate in it, the more our 
prayer increases, the much more our prayers are answered.

It is Christ's life in us that gives us strength to believe. The
closer our union with Him, the less our sinful selves have influence 
over us. Faith grows through prayer, prayer grows through faith. 
Jesus suggests that appetites of the flesh must be satisfied in 
moderation, and sometimes even denied to concentrate on needful 
serious prayer. It expresses dedication to a special need, a strong 
resolution that demands complete attention without distraction. It is
also giving up the visible and earthly, for the invisible and 
heavenly.
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Our desire should not be to hold onto and enjoy everything of 
the world that is lawful, thus being entangled in our own fleshly 
desires and affairs. But we should continue to set aside anything 
that hinders our life and service to the Lord. To give up a meal for 
prayer seems little to ask for what a difference the resulting time 
in prayer could mean. To follow Jesus demands this. He allowed 
nothing to hinder His saving ministry. What should we allow to hinder
our work in reaching out to others in prayer?

How small is our faith that we don't completely trust our 
Heavenly Father and what He promised? Who else can be more trusted; 
Who else is as true in carrying out His promises!

Lord, continue to teach us to pray and fast, that leads to 
abiding in fellowship with Thee and the Father. Jesus, You are the 
Author and Finisher of our faith. We often pray for strength in 
ourselves to be given by Thee. But it is believing in Your Strength 
that makes us strong. Accepting the bounteous love that You give us 
that allows us to reach out in love to others. This mercy and 
forgiveness allows us to show mercy and to forgive. Even as Jesus 
forgave, so must we. This becomes the evidence of true conversion and
the necessary condition of the prayer of faith.

The frame of mind in prayer reflects the frame of mind of life. 
God reads the continual disposition of the heart, not just the pious 
words of a repeated kind of prayer. If the life reflects the attempt 
to live according to God's will and the love that includes, that will
effect not only our prayer, but also how God will deal with it.

I John 3:18b,19,21,22a: "Let us love in deed and truth, hereby 
shall we assure our hearts before Him...If our heart condemn us not, 
we have boldness toward God, and whatever we ask, we receive of Him."
Neither faith nor work will profit if we have not love; it is love 
that unites with God, it is love that proves the reality of faith. It
is also the necessary ingredient of effectual prayer.

This love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, given
by Christ as a gift from the Father as an overflowing fountain of 
love to share with all those around us. It also is the fountain of 
believing prayer. To contemplate the mercy and forgiveness and love 
of the Father, shown to us in the perfect and love-filled life, and 
sacrificial death of His Son for us, allows the Holy Spirit to fill 
and overflow within us so that we with great peace and joy wish to 
share this blessing with others, both in fellowship and in 
intercessory prayer.
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If two agree on anything they ask, the Father will do what they 
ask. The common union each believer has with the Father, also brings 
a union with other believers. So often Jesus gave us the example to 
pray 'Our Father'. Our being all children of the same Father makes us
close family. Also remember all believers are members of Christ's 
body, the church. We depend on each other, our calling is union and 
cooperation in order for the greatest manifestation of the Power of 
the Holy Spirit.

This began at Pentecost, with 120 believers. Agreement is 
essential, in spirit and in truth, being specific and according to 
God's will. We must also have confidence that His promise is sure - 
His answer is just as certain.

The absolute necessity of meeting in the Name of Jesus 
recognizes that only in Him and through Him do we have any right to 
call God our Heavenly Father. Jesus said that to meet in His Name is 
to have Himself in the midst. The value of His Name is above every 
other name that can be named, both on earth and in heaven, both now 
and forever more. What He has already done for us, should give us an 
understanding of His love for us, and then what He is ready and 
willing to do for us together even now.

And then the promise - no if's, and's, or but's - "It shall be 
done for them of my Father." The unity in the Spirit in the Power of 
the Name and Presence of Jesus, makes the answer more certain. When 
there has been this kind of prayer, the proof is in the fruit, the 
receiving. We should grow in prayer, as we expect an answer. God is 
able; we must agree that what we ask will be given. Every meeting 
should center in prayer - the greatest strength and ministry of every
Church must be in prayer.

Paul considers it essential to the success of his ministry that 
others pray for him and each other. He asks for prayer in many of his
letters and expects their prayers to bless his ministry in spreading 
the Gospel, through great adversity and tribulation.

Every Church should be dedicated to fervent prayer for power to 
spread the Word, to bless those that serve God. Also pray for the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in comforting, strengthening, and 
equipping the weakest believer. We should build each other up, and 
encourage each other, all to the glory of God. We should share in the
life of prayer, both alone and in assembly. That is what brings 
answered prayer as Jesus has promised.

The unity of one faith and the love shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit guarantees the presence of Jesus in the midst. Then 
when touching one thing we pray together, guarantees the Father's 
answer. We must continue to pray for this spiritual union to be 
effective and have power from God. All this to further His kingdom, 
to His glory, and that of our Savior's, in Whose Name we must always 
pray. Amen.



2
Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson VI

Persevering Prayer

Luke 18:1-8 - The Parable of the Widow and the Judge

"1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint;
2 saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither 
regarded man:
3 and there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, 
Avenge me of mine adversary.
4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself,
Though I fear not God, nor regard man;
5 yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her
continual coming she weary me.
6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.
7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with them?
8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?"

Pray without ceasing - always to pray and not to faint. Once a 
stand is taken upon God's Word and in Jesus' Name, delay should not 
be discouraging. Prayer of this kind has power and cannot be 
resisted.

As rain is gathered in a stream, and the stream grows and comes 
down in greater force, then it breaks through and finds the sea. As 
the farmer prepares the soil and plants the seed, and fertilizes, and
the rains come, all in preparation for the final harvest.

We cannot see the working of the Spirit, the melting of hearts, 
the preparation that is necessary to bring forth the fruit of 
salvation to anyone. Nor can we measure the time involved. We must 
therefore pray with perseverance, and stand on the Word and Power of 
the Living Creator of the Universe.

We must keep ourselves in quiet patience and joyful confidence. 
God's timing is always perfect. Although to us in our impatience it 
seems so long, yet when the answer comes it seems to come 'speedily'.
Yet the farmer has longsuffering patience that the fullness of time 
is absolutely necessary for the maturity of the crop. Do we not 
always grow and mature spiritually in the same way?

In God's Hands are the times and seasons. Just so are we in His 
process of growth and fruit-bearing. As we grow we are given more 
responsibility and also privilege. At the right time, God is ready to
bless us in answered prayer. We must practice patience in God's 
timing and faith in God's certain answer.

We hold the answer as part of the promise, which it is in God's 
Word - in spirit and in truth. We must rejoice in its coming, even
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before it arrives. We must praise Him for its certainty.
It is this kind of prayer that also produces maturity in the 

believer, more closely united with the Lord and aware of the blessing
of that loving and continual fellowship in the Spirit. We know the 
love of the Father desires to bless His children, but for what is 
best for them, and at what time. That is where our trust in His 
infinite wisdom comes in. We must not be tempted to give up, give in,
or give over. It may be that delay is God's way of asking us to spend
more time with Him, to open our hearts to His fellowship, to see His 
love and longsuffering towards us so that we may grow in faith and 
trust in Him for every part of our lives.

Each prayer develops the fruit - the leaf, the bud, the bloom, 
the beginning green fruit, its growing and ripening to the perfect 
time that it is harvested. We are God's trees to bear fruit of the 
Spirit, or God's vines to abide in Christ and partake of His life and
bear this fruit unto salvation and reaching out to others. As we have
become more His, so also does He become more ours.

As we become aware of hindrances to this growing and 
intensifying relationship, we must push them aside and discard them. 
As we spend more of our time abiding in Christ, so does He give us 
more of His life: faith, strength, peace, and love. May we continue 
learning of Him. What He offers goes beyond what we in our limited 
understanding can even conceive of.

The Word and prayer are our teachers. The amount we can learn 
and grow has no limit or boundary. Our goal is before us and is also 
our Mentor and Savior, Jesus Himself. To be more like Him is also the
Father's desire for us. Let us persevere and pray for this path to be
the most important that could ever happen in this life. Praise God 
for His Son, His grace, mercy, forgiveness, His infinite love and 
patience for us as His children.

May we continue to pray for the strength of the Church and its 
ministry in the face of the indifference and intolerance of the 
world. Pray for the powerful movement of the Holy Spirit among 
churches, that believers would be revived to the promise of His 
coming, that unbelievers would be converted and that all of His 
people would join together in persevering prayer for al these things,
to the eternal glory of God and His Beloved Son.

Keep the life and death of Christ ever before us as the perfect 
example of God's love and our goal. We need to learn to love as He 
loved, to give as He gave, and to pray to the Father for strength for
the task and the perseverance to keep on by the Spirit. We need to 
remember that the answer is as certain as every other promise that 
God has made and fulfilled.

Let us be patient as we grow and mature, and wait for the 
harvest in God's proper time. Help us not to become weary but strong 
in faith and trust in the Father's perfect timing. Keep our hearts
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mindful of how essential prayer is in our growth and fruit-bearing. 
It is our source, like sunshine and rain. The more we receive, the 
more we grow and mature. It is always available to us without measure
or restriction. So perseverance is always beneficial to us.

In effect, the greatest benefit of prayer is the communion and 
communication with our Heavenly Father and His beloved Son. Where 
else is our time better spent? Pray always and do not grow weary, for
thus do the blessings flow to usward. Amen.
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Prayer in Harmony with the Father - John 11:41,42

41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was 
laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee 
that thou hast heard me.
42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people 
which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent 
me.

Faith is the first gift, then knowledge, then wisdom. The heart 
is converted, and also the mind. Beginning with faith, the mind must 
grow in knowledge of God, His words, His ways, His wonders. This is 
in order to understand His grace, and grow in His knowledge and 
wisdom. These reveal His grace and mercy in providing a way of 
salvation for sinners, through the perfect life of righteousness and 
sacrificial death of His Son, given for us.

The question: why would our Sovereign Lord, Creator of the 
universe, grant us any power in such a simple thing as merely asking?
How and why can prayer influence Him at all? The answer is found in 
the nature of the Trinity. The Father begat the beloved Son - equal 
and co-creator - a relationship of giving and receiving.

God purposed to have a relationship - that of giving. The Song 
had the right and position to ask and receive. The love of the Father
was returned by the asking of the Son, and then by the gift of the 
Father the relationship was exercised.

Thus also prayer by believers was to be the result and 
reflection of this relationship offered to men. Jesus knew that the 
Father always heard Him, so does He give us the same assurance of the
Father's always hearing the prayer of His children. It is in the 
relationship that the joy of the Father and the Son is most clearly 
seen, and understood.

Thus we see the nature of the being of God is one of giving, 
sharing, blessing. Thus His only-begotten Son, the creator and heir 
of all things, in Whom all things consist, Who holds the worlds 
together by the Word of His power. As Mediator, He calls for the 
petitions and intercedes for the needs of all those who come to the 
Father through Him.

It must be realized and accepted that through prayer God will do
what otherwise would not have been done. How God came to be open to 
human influence is hidden in the mysteries of condescending grace and
love given to us through the sacrifice of His Son. This love is 
communicated to us through the Holy Spirit, Who also communicates our
prayer to the Father, through the Son.

"Through Christ we have access by one Spirit unto the Father." 
Teach us Holy Father the mysteries of why Thou has given us this 
unearned, and unearnable privilege. Through the Savior, Thy precious 
Son, Thou hast given us this blessing, to pray and be heard and to
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receive an answer, as certain as every Word and promise Thou hast 
already fulfilled, as certain as the righteousness of the life of Thy
Son and the immeasurable value of His death on the cross.

We can thus be assured of the Father's love and concern for us, 
and His hearing and answering our prayers. God has foreseen and 
foreordained our prayers as forces in the course of events, however 
little we ever recognize this. In the eternal counsels of Divine 
will, we were given this role as we exercise our relationship of love
and blessing with the Father through the Son. Amen.

Man was created in the image of God. As the fellowship that 
binds the Trinity together, we were created to partake in through 
prayer. The question is, what is man that God should so allow such a 
privilege to him? Sin has marred man, that we have no ability to 
discern the original purpose and method of communication God planned.
Going back to the beginning, the Bible describes man's duties as 
God's representative to rule over the earth. God's will was to be 
maintained through communication and obedience of the man. The man 
was also given some freedom in the details.

Man's sin brought a destructive change called 'the curse'. God's
plan of redemption brings a complete restoration. God chose Abraham 
to be the father of the nation that would prepare the way and be the 
people among whom the promised Savior would appear. We see prayer as 
a powerful part of the faithful ones of God, especially Abraham 
himself.

Man's ministry was part of God's original plan. The inner 
likeness unto God was created that man could communicate with God and
rule the earth according to His will, to receive and give out God's 
blessings. Prayer remains the greatest proof that God created man for
communication and fellowship with Him. Man is thereby responsible as 
God's representative to all of creation.

God's mercy, grace, and salvation have restored the original 
relationship. Christ has provided the way of reconciliation with God 
and all the rights that go along with that relationship. Thereby we 
have the right to ask what we will, in Christ's Name, and it shall be
done unto us.

Our lives and work must be for the glory of the Father, the 
bearing of good fruit. His interests must be our interests. We 
thereby regain the dominion and use of divine power for that purpose.
We are to act as citizens of His kingdom, and pray for its ultimate 
fulfillment. We must act by work, words, and prayer as God's 
representatives on Earth.

"What is man, that Thou art mindful of him?" Sin has so blinded 
man that most people cannot recognize their own created image of God,
the spiritual part of our nature. The mind has been in the darkness 
of sin and selfishness, and even evil. So few are converted to the 
truth of God through Christ, and so few of them come to realize the



3
Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson VII continued

privilege and power they are also granted through Christ.
Through Christ, the way has been made for us to be God's 

children, with all the rights of asking and receiving that that 
relationship includes. This is especially true concerning prayer. The
promises have been given for us to claim and exercise in the 
furtherance of the Gospel and up building of the Church, all to the 
eternal glory of God, both now and forever. To recognize must be to 
exercise, every single day!



Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson VIII

John 14:13 - Whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that I will do.

These words were spoken to the disciples near the end of 
Christ's ministry. They speak to the responsibility they would soon 
take upon themselves to continue His ministry in His place. They have
been taught all that the Father told Him to, and have become part of 
His plan, to further His Gospel and His kingdom on Earth. They are 
soon to go out and do the works of Christ in His power through the 
Holy Spirit.

Their working and prayer began a new work of God based on the 
New Testament of Christ's death and resurrection and ascension. It is
the prayer of faith that brings the power for the work. Since Christ 
went to the Father, they were now His body on earth. As the Head, He 
works from heaven, for and through His body, the Church. It would 
have been natural to expect that only lesser works could be 
accomplished once Jesus was in heaven, but this was not what He 
predicted.

He said: "He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also, and he shall do greater works." Christ's death broke down 
the power of sin, His resurrection brought the power of an eternal 
life, His ascension brought for the believer the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. This also provided the closest possible relationship for 
communion and fellowship between all believers and The Father through
the Son. The spread and growth of the Church for over 2,000 years 
certainly is a present proof of God working through disciples of His 
Son the greater work of spreading the Gospel to uncounted numbers of 
people all over the world and to continue each and every day.

During His earthly life, He was limited to time and location, 
reaching out to those around Him, having around 900 disciples. Since 
His ascension, He has worked through an ever increasing number of His
disciples, answering prayer with power to do the works He did, and 
even greater, in His Name, granted by the Father. No matter how 
insignificant we may consider ourselves, we are all part of His body 
and worthy of whatever part we may play through the Spirit to further
the spread of the Gospel. We must also build up and encourage other 
parts of the body, other believers.

All is to be done to the glory of the Father and the Son. The 
more we pray in Jesus Name, the more spiritual power is given. To 
complain of weakness or inability is actually to complain of our lack
of prayer and depending on the power and strength and promises of 
Jesus and the Father. Who do we serve and how much is He able to do 
for us?

Jesus continues to tell us that the only thing we must do is 
ask, that the Father waits to pour out His blessings if we just 
communicate and spend time with Him, and learn of Him what He desires
us to do. His blessings will not be limited or carefully measured 
out. The word "pour" suggests abundance and quick action. God waits
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upon our sincere prayer, believing that He is ready and able to grant
our petitions.

We must maintain focus that the promise of answer is connected 
with the doing of His works. This means that anyone who has chosen to
spend their best efforts in the Lord's work, seeks His will and 
glory. We serve Him, not the other way around. Prayer teaches and 
strengthens us to the Lord's work, and the work teaches and 
strengthens us to pray.

That Jesus wants to do great works through us is clearly stated.
That He will give us the Holy Spirit to empower us is also. To ask in
His Name is what He asks us to do. His answer to that prayer is: 
"that I will do." We must learn to live to pray and pray to live, all
unto the Father through Jesus, and He promises to give us the power 
to do His works. Jesus also said that He has overcome the world.

These are all gifts – we don't have to work up to some level to 
be accepted. They are gifts because of the love and mercy of the 
Father toward us. We only have to believe. We must continue to pray 
to increase our faith that we may grow and mature in His work, and 
increase our power in prayer, that our work would increase in doing 
what He would do were He here. We must pray for forgiveness for our 
limits of both prayer, and faith, and works. We must practice working
and praying in the most Holy and Wonderful and Precious Name of Jesus
the Christ, Our Saviour, Our Redeemer, Our Intercessor, Our Helper 
and Shepherd, Our Head and Example, both now and forever.

All to the glory of the Father, in the Name of the Son. This is 
the ultimate object of all answered prayer. If there is no chance of 
this being accomplished, then that prayer will not be answered. The 
aim and result of our prayer must also be to this aim and end. These 
sentiments are often spoken by Jesus during His earthly ministry. 
"Father, glorify Thy Son, that thy Son may glorify Thee." Can we 
imagine any opportunity that God may be glorified that the Son would 
pass over? No. Therefore when we pray for something that will  bring 
glory to God, then He will supply what is needed.

Unfortunately, our prayers are mixed with our own selfish, and 
therefore, sinful interests and miss the mark of effectual prayer 
according to God's will and to His Glory. We must be conscious of 
God's presence at all times so that we may not only do all to the 
glory of God, but also pray all to the glory of God. As God is the 
Light of the World, so must we constantly seek to live in that light,
and put darkness behind us. Just as Jesus was the light of the world,
showing the glory of the Father, so we are called upon to reflect 
that light before men, that God may be glorified in heaven, as the 
source and sustainer of the only true and powerful Light in the 
universe. That is why Jesus was crowned with glory and honor in 
heaven, and as our Intercessor granted power to answer our prayers, 
thus continuing to bring glory to the Father.
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That the Father grants our petitions, relates only to His 
greatness, not any merit of ours. We must depend on His strength and 
power, not any of our own. Jesus is our teacher of how to live and 
pray to the glory of God. To Him alone belongs the kingdom, the power
and the glory, both now and forever, amen.

To pray well brings glory to God, and brings the answer that 
glorifies the Father. If the object of our prayer is not God's glory,
but some benefit to us, then we have no right to expect a positive 
answer. We must consciously give up our own desire for glory, that 
God may receive the glory. Our prayers will be according to God's 
will and His glory, as was all that Jesus did, said, and prayed while
on earth – and continues to do in heaven.

We must realize how little we have attempted to live in the way 
of His Son as He lived for God's glory. We need to pray for the 
illumination of this glorious truth, that brings us into that 
wondrous Light of God's glory. Pray that it will bring us the joyful 
assurance that we can aspire to live to God's glory, because of 
Christ interceding for us and the Holy Spirit living within us. Trust
and obey - there is no other way.

The Word and the Spirit will continue to inspire and enlighten 
us to His blessed will. Jesus promised to answer, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. We must continue to pray that we may learn 
and grow and mature in praying correctly and effectually. We must do 
so with the trust and faith that this is also His will for us. As He 
prays for us He also hears our prayers to answer to the glory of the 
Father. To glorify God is our highest calling as it is Christ's, so 
we must live accordingly, both in prayer and in our Christian walk. 
Amen.
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John 15:7.

"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you."

The condition to ask is in abiding in Christ. Thereby only do we
have the right to ask and depend on that being done. If one 
experiences continual prayer, with no answers, then the fault is with
us or with God. We put in the condition "if it be Thy will." Thus 
explaining the lack of answer as being that we don't know God's will.

The lack of such knowledge is only because of our lack of 
abiding, staying or living in close union with Christ. As the 
branches receive life from the vine only by being grafted in and the 
life flowing from the vine into the branches do they have the power 
to produce fruit, which mainly comes from answered prayer. This life 
is also found in the living Word of God, as spiritual truth has life 
and power flowing through it.

So abiding in Christ is an increasing, never-ceasing growth, a 
life process wherein the spiritual life becomes more important and 
overwhelming as enlightenment seeks ever more light. All this in 
spite of lack of faith and the remaining strength of sin, one sees 
the goal and strives for it. We are drawn to this because of the 
love, faithfulness, and unlimited power of our Savior. Soon obedience
to God's Word is seen as essential to growth, and this builds also 
increasing faith. Each increases the other. "If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my love."

Yes, we see so much a lack of zeal, and omission of positive 
action, where Jesus would have acted. Yet, we do not. Is our self 
still too strong, and resistant? As our inner life opens up to Christ
that we increase the capacity of receiving His Spirit, which unites 
us with Him and with the Father. This union is of choice, in love and
power of an eternal life: we in Him and He in us as He is in the 
Father. That we accept and allow Him to dwell within us, and become 
the most important motivating force in our life. Pushing aside the 
old sinful, selfish, self-centered nature. As little children who 
find their joy in trusting and obeying the love that has given all 
for them. Within them breathes the Spirit of Christ Who the Father 
always heard. What they pray to Him, He will do for them.

Let us ever seek the closer abiding, seeking life in the vine as
Jesus meant it to be. That is His perfect plan, He lives to give to 
us, and that we must continue to seek and we shall find, knock and it
will be opened, and ask and it shall be given. He will in no wise 
turn us down or cast us out, but will give, and give, and give. To 
abide includes obeying His commands to love one another, to do good 
to them that are against us and so on.

As we obey, also claim the promises. Yield to the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit as to God's perfect will and pray accordingly. Ask
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and receive. God, may your light so illumine my soul that my sight 
will be as Your sight, my will as Your will, and thereby my asking in
prayer will be the result of Your giving. To see as You see the 
needs, to pray as You pray, to receive as You give. Continue to bring
to life the power of Your Word that my faith may be strengthened 
accordingly.

Jesus stressed the answer as the proof of acceptable prayer to 
the Father. This is the proof of His favor and the value of our 
fellowship with Him. The servant of the king knows he has favor with 
His Master when the king has fulfilled the request of the servant. In
the Name of Jesus our life should continue to strive for such a 
relationship with the Father, that our will is attuned to His, our 
faith strong in His promises and expecting answer to prayer as part 
and parcel of that abiding relationship which guarantees answered 
petitions.

Prayer is blessed, but answered prayer is even more so. We must 
work for His Glory that as part of His work we participate in His 
blessing to others. As our spiritual sense is increased we see more 
clearly with the eyes of Christ as to what is needed. We do therefore
know more how to pray and what to pray for. Through the Spirit we 
must pray for what He prays for. We must ask and expect to receive 
that our joy may be full, that in communion and fellowship with Jesus
we pray for what He desires. That is the prayer always answered.

The abiding of His Words. John 15:7. In prayer we speak to the 
Father. I read His Word, and He speaks to me. The Word of God is the 
source of faith, in spirit and in truth. It prepares us for prayer by
revealing God's will. Prayer should be dialogue, not just us asking. 
We must listen to the voice of God, even as He has promised to listen
to us. How much we have listened to His words will be the measure of 
the influence my words will have with Him. The truth of His Word will
measure the truth and value of my prayer.

The abiding of the Word. God's word reveals what God wants us to
pray for. God's word strengthens faith. After prayer God's word 
brings the answer as the Spirit brings us to hear the Father's voice.
Prayer must be a two-way conversation. Listening to His voice is the 
assurance He listens to mine. How much His words affect me will be 
the measure of how my words will affect Him. Jesus says that if His 
words abide in us, whatever we asks will be done unto us.

Before Jesus had said as we abide in Him, so He abides in us. 
Here He says "and my words in you." His words are the same as He 
Himself abiding. Our words reveal what is within us, so with Christ. 
When these words are promises, He gives Himself away. In commands He 
declares Himself master, demanding obedience, that He expects us to 
act as His representative. Humans can do this to a limited extent.

God's words have a much greater value and truth and spirit and 
power. They impart a part of Himself. His love, will, and the power
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of an everlasting spiritual life. This is beyond our limited 
comprehension. His word is nothing less than His eternal Son. His 
words are from the Father, both with life and truth and spirit.

Only by the ability to hear and understand God's word do we 
perceive how we are to speak words that affect the power of the 
spiritual world. As we become more aware of and convinced of God's 
presence with us: that strengthens faith and gives the trust to do 
God's will according to His word. That includes works of 
righteousness, the bearing of good fruit. Also this gives us 
experience in God's fellowship and this pushes out doubt and 
disobedience and disbelief.

Christ's words must be in us, by repetition, to the point of 
readily remembered and accepted and believed. Our prayers depend on 
our daily life and how much God's words – revealing His will and His 
Son – are an integral part of it.

If I live by what He says, He will do what I say. Stand on the 
promises, according to His word. This is the basis of all prayer. His
will is revealed by His Words. As His word abides more in us, so the 
promises are more sure of being fulfilled. He must live by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. This is exercised in daily 
thought and action. Thus are we more in tune and in fellowship with 
God Himself.

May we continue to yield both mind and heart to the life of 
Christ in His word wherein He gives Himself to us in Spirit and in 
truth. We in our weakness are more occupied with our own words as we 
pray than how God may be speaking to us. Faith is increased by the 
increase of the Word made alive in us. We need to be swifter to hear 
and slower to speak. As His words dwell in our lives, so our words to
Him will be heard and answered. May our speaking reflect Christ's 
speaking to us, even as His speaking was directly from Father. This 
is the way of our earnest preparation for prayer, every day. Amen.



Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson X

John 15:16. We were chosen by Jesus, and appointed to go and 
bear fruit, that our fruit must remain, that whatsoever we shall ask 
the Father in His Name, He may give it to us.

The fervent effectual prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
James 5:16.

His chosen, to bear fruit, to the glory of God. Where this is a 
reality in a Christian's life, this promise is added, the 
qualification for effectual prayer being answered.

I John 3:22.

'Whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His 
commandments, and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.'

Our relationship to God, as a child to a father, must be one of 
subjection, surrender to His authority, His will. This was the whole 
activity of Jesus on earth. This also brings the promise and gift of 
the Holy Spirit. We show our love for our Savior by keeping His 
words, and then the Father and the Savior will come and take up their
abode in Him. To trust and obey is the only way to surrender to God 
and His will. Then God will be to them all He has promised to be.

We have most often prayed for strength and guidance and power to
bear much fruit but the answer didn't come. This was the opposite 
order from what God prescribed. He wanted us to walk in faith, in 
obedience, and this would also be the path where we would be given 
the power of prevailing prayer. It is the obedience of faith. Just as
a natural father would greatly reward the obedient son, so would our 
Heavenly Father reward us.

This submission to authority is one of the most difficult things
for sinful men. We want to make all our own decisions as if we knew 
best. No wonder how little we have prevailed in prayer.

Jesus went so far as to say, 'Ye are my friends if ye do the 
things which I command you.' The purpose of fruit-bearing is for 
others' benefit. Are we up to this kind of life? Is it even possible?
Is our present life pleasing in His sight. This is the purpose of His
choosing us, that we must reach out to others in love. In this we 
will find His blessing - by keeping His commandments. Whatsoever we 
ask, we receive. What we grasp in obedience, we also grasp in power 
to pray within His promises, and appropriate them. This can also be 
seen as deeper growth of the branch as it accepts its source of life 
and power in the Vine, and thus the fruit becomes the natural and 
healthy outcome.

We must strive to grow and mature into the full stature of the 
perfectly prepared man, obedient to God's will and whose prayer is to
ask what will be received. We must yield our shortsighted and selfish
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wills to God's will as revealed to us in His Word, and perfectly 
shown in the ministry of Jesus. He perfectly obeyed the will of the 
Father. His prayers were always answered as He obeyed. This is our 
example to strive for; give us the will and strength to act out in 
faith to follow this path our entire lives.

The Importance and Essential Aspect of Praying in the Name of 
Jesus. (John 14:13,14; 15:16; 16:23,24,26.)

He repeated this so many times to emphasize the absolute 
necessity and all-sufficiency of His Name to be used in our prayers. 
All answers depended on the correct use of His Name.

A name brings to mind all that is known of that person. His 
life, words, deeds, our experiences with him. Just so, the name, 
Jesus Christ, brings up all that He Is, and Has done and continues to
do for us as our Mediator. What does it mean to do something in 
another person's name? It is as that person's representative, their 
authority and power. No one should use another's name without 
permission, but only with their blessing and approval. And that is 
not given unless that person is sure that the other has the same 
interests and intentions, and will act honorably.

Jesus goes far beyond that. He gives to all those that believe 
in Him, a general and unlimited permission of use of His Name at all 
times and for all our needs. This includes and shows His confidence 
in our correct use of His Name. The use of another's name also shows 
that our name is therefore of much less importance. I, in effect, am 
standing in place of the other, representing him and not myself. I 
stand for his interests – and doing his will, not my own.

When Jesus ascended to His place of honor in heaven, He left to 
His followers the work He began, His kingdom on earth. As His 
representatives, He gave them and us His Name as authority to call 
for what they needed to carry on that work: the spreading of the 
Gospel and the building up of the church. To the extent that they are
true to their calling, they will be given the spiritual power to call
upon the Name of Jesus for all their needs.

By being children of God through Him we also have a life-union, 
a close fellowship with Him, one in Spirit. The closer the 
relationship, the greater the power in using His Name. Just as an 
earthly child will be given more by the parents - according to the 
child's closeness and shared goals and interests with the parents. In
both cases, the uniting factor is love. This is also seen in the 
bride who gives up her name to then be in the bridegroom's name, and 
she then has free use of that name.

So Jesus loved us and called us unto Himself into a life-union. 
He gives us the right to use His Name for our needs. It also 
represents the giving up of our own name and life and joining
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another, thereby accepting all that that person has is now ours also.
As we are His, so all He has is ours. To ask in Jesus' Name is to ask
in union of life and love and interest with Him, as one who lives 
with and for Him.

The Name of Jesus represents the spiritual power that rules and 
guides my life. The more that it does so, so also will that bring 
power in prayer with God. The power that His name has on my life, is 
the power it will have in my prayer. We are called to do all as unto 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Many have died because they would not deny the
Name of Jesus. When His Name is everything to us, it will bring 
everything to us. As we bear that Name before men, so we have the 
right to use it before God. We need to continually ask the Holy 
Spirit to reveal the riches of blessing we may grow into as we mature
and understand the right use of that Holy Name.

The Name that is above every name, in heaven and in earth. The 
Name that before it one day every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess, that Jesus is Lord of all. The bounteous supplies of 
heavenly grace and spiritual power is placed before us, to be used 
for the benefit of God's children, and those around them. The key is 
given in the precious Name of Jesus. His promise is sure: 'Whatsoever
ye shall ask in my Name, THAT WILL I DO.'

Lord, we must continue to be alert and aware of what a great and
certain promise this is. May we grow and increase in living to honor 
and share and spread that Name and all it includes to a lost and 
dying world. That all we do and say is in His Blessed Name to God's 
glory. That we may be constantly and more consistently about OUR 
FATHER'S business. And that as we do so, our prayer will also be in 
the furtherance of His will, and so will have power with Him, and 
that the Father will give. It is not limited by what God thinks of 
us, but it is unlimited by what the Father thinks of His Son. God, 
please help us to learn the value of that Name.

The Holy Spirit was given to us to teach us about Jesus, that we
would grow to bring increasing honor to that Name. The more we say 
and do and pray in that Name, the more power we are given in prayer 
to glorify that Name. It does not yet appear what we shall be, but 
that we must be busy and striving to the high calling we have in 
Christ Jesus. His Name is the strength and power of our lives and our
prayers. We must be consistently in His Word, for they are spirit and
they are life. Through the Spirit they hold the power of an endless 
life, which has been given to us through Jesus.

God, may Thy spirit and Thy word guide, direct, and strengthen 
us, unto every good work, and especially that we may pray aright and 
call down the blessings of heaven, to the eternal glory of the 
Father, all for and in That Name. It is above every name, worthy of 
all honor, and glory, and blessing, and riches, and wisdom, and 
praise, forever, Amen.
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As the Father is always willing to give what Jesus asks, so His 
Spirit teaches and guides us to also pray for those things that He 
presents to the Father. To pray in the Spirit is to pray according to
the will of God, and also is to pray in Christ's Name. God has given 
us His great mercy and love through Jesus, our Savior and Advocate. 
Also the Holy Spirit is within us, to form a union of love that is 
eternal, beginning here and now, and to be completed there and then.

We must realize and remember that through the Spirit we have 
direct communion and communication with the Son, and the Son 
communicates directly to the Father for us. As we are taught by the 
Spirit, we pray aright for God's blessing upon our work for Him, so 
we have the promise of the Savior to intercede with the Father, and 
the answer is given. The promise is simple and clearly stated, 
without stipulation. To be in Christ is to live for Christ, and to 
pray in His name as we are busy about His work, His promise is sure 
and what we ask He will do.

As we spread the Gospel of His Son, we do the will of the 
Father. As we represent Him, we are given the strength and guidance 
to do the task. As we pray in His Name, we are given what we ask to 
do His work, all to the glory of the Father – He Who planned our 
salvation before the foundation of the world – Who knows us more 
intimately than we know ourselves. God also knows more than we are 
able to ask. He blesses us beyond what we are able to perceive or 
understand.

And all for the sake of His only begotten Son, the Light of the 
world, the Lamb of God, the Prince of Peace, the king of kings and 
lord of lords, the Alpha and Omega, the Righteous Judge, the 
Consummation of all things, the Righteous Branch, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Seed of the woman, the Messiah, the Redeemer, the
Advocate, the High Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek, the
Bread of Life, the True Vine, the Sower, the Good Shepherd, the Son 
of David, the Son of Man, the Son of God.

In His Name, we are blessed forever. Let us never be shy to say 
His Name, for it is the most powerful name in the whole universe, for
so has God ordained to place all things under His feet. Though this 
is yet future – it makes it no less certain. As sure as His life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension are, so also are the prophecies 
yet unfulfilled. For He Who promised has the power and the authority 
to carry out each and every detail perfectly. We must work while it 
is yet day, for the night is coming. We await His call to us in the 
Rapture, which could be at any time, for the world is hastening 
toward the time of Jacob's trouble, the Great Tribulation as never 
before seen on the earth, nor will ever be again. And then Christ's 
Second Coming to the Earth and Righteous Judge to rule the nations 
for a thousand years. Continually Praise His Name, Amen.
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Praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourself in the love of God. 
(Jude 20,21.)

Three stages in prayer life.

First as a child to the Father. How much more than an earthly 
father, He rewards the trustful child. Then a transition stage of 
testing and conflict, then conquest. Third, the final stage, they 
have grown up into the Lord's friends, whom He shares His secrets 
with. All things from the Father shared, and the promise of 
whatsoever you will to be answered.

This was first fulfilled by the Holy Spirit coming down from 
heaven to dwell within man. This was the gift of the power of an 
endless life for His disciples. With that came power in prayer, not 
known before, in the Name of Jesus. That they receive what they ask, 
is the proof of the reality of the indwelling Spirit.

Just as God is Spirit, so also is the only-begotten Son. In the 
communion of the Spirit, the Father and the Son are one. The Father 
chose to eternally give to the Son. That the Son would eternally ask 
and receive, all through the unity of the Spirit. The Son ever liveth
to make Intercession for us. His work began on earth to reconcile God
to man. He carries on in heaven. This He accomplished by His death on
the cross, for our sins. His intercession is a living union and 
fellowship of prayer for those He Redeemed. His intercession gives 
their prayers power, through the Holy Spirit.

This is totally new and different than anything before it. The 
Holy Spirit was sent from the glorified Christ to bear witness in our
hearts of Christ's victory over sin and death, all for eternal 
benefit. Through the Spirit, our prayers go unto God by joining the 
prayers of the Son. His prayers are ours, as ours are His, and so the
certainty of answer.

We always must pray in Jesus' Name to ask that we may receive, 
that our joy may be full. We need to continually seek to be filled 
with His Spirit, that He may continually reveal the Son and the 
Father, and their perfect will in our lives, that we might more 
honorably be about His business here and now. The more we allow the 
spirit to conform us into His likeness, that we may pray in union 
with Him, His will becoming our will, His prayers our prayers, The 
Father gives the answer. We must pray in the Spirit to reach the 
Father, Who is Spirit. The unifying bond of love is thus shared and 
exercised, in Jesus' Name.

To live in and for the Name of Jesus, is the way to prepare us 
for praying in His Name. We must abide in Christ through the Spirit, 
that we may pray in the Spirit, and therefore ask what we will, and 
it will be done. The measure of the abiding will also be the measure 
of the power given in prayer. The Spirit can pray within us without 
words or clear utterance, the depth of innermost feelings and
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desires. As His Spirit dwells within us is, it is real communion and 
communication in prayer. As His power is unlimited, so should our 
faith in answered prayer be. He told us to ask, and to receive, that 
our joy may be full, in His Name, and the Father will do it unto us.

May the Spirit daily be lifting us up in heavenly fellowship 
with the Father through the Son. A relationship of child and Father, 
of asking and receiving. Oh how glorious is the privilege given to us
to become children of the Father, by the Father's provision for us 
through the perfect sacrifice of His Son. Truly, this is love beyond 
human understanding.

May we always be deeply and eternally grateful for this mercy 
and grace toward us. May we also be grateful for the binding power of
the indwelling Spirit, Who is the Spirit of a never-ending life, the 
proof of this union with God, and the communicator with us and for 
us, through Jesus to the Father, both now and forever.

May we trust the Spirit within to lead and guide in life and 
action and prayer. That He may continue to lead us into all Truth 
which is found in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. And that we may 
thereby and therefore know what to pray and know that the answer will
be given in Jesus' Name.

The continual Intercession of the Son: Hebrews 7:25. The 
Christian life must not be limited to trying to be good and do the 
right thing, and then feel guilty because we fail. Especially when we
don't do what we ought, more so than when we do the wrong, selfish 
thing.

Our Christian life must be according to what Christ called upon 
us to do: abide in Him as our source of strength, guidance, and 
example of love. We must spend more time with Him in His Word and in 
prayer. All is based on what resides in Jesus, not what resides in 
us. We must deny ourselves, the traditions and habits of our former 
sinful and selfish lives. We must by faith participate in His life as
in heaven, so in earth.

The only question that remains is what Christ will do for us and
in us. Our prayers must trust in the value of Jesus as He intercedes 
for us, making our human prayers acceptable, that our life of union 
with Him makes our prayers in Him as His life is within us. Our 
actual salvation is Christ Himself. Through His Spirit He lives in us
and we in Him, and thereby also in the Father.

In John chapter 17, Jesus describes His role as our Mediator and
Advocate with the Father. That role would begin the power of the new 
prayer-life of His disciples 'in His Name'. He holds all rights and 
power of prayer. He brings us in to share in His role of 
Intercession. It is He and only He that sits at the right hand of the
Father and makes intercession for us.

Being reconciled to God by His blood makes us partakers of 
spiritual life and all the attendant blessings. As we are members of
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His body here on earth, only by His unceasing direction of divine 
power from heaven, gives His body life and power to act as a part of 
Him as the head. This takes place as a result of His continual prayer
for us. He asks and receives of the Father.

'He is able to save to the uttermost because He ever liveth to 
make intercession.' His mediation on the throne is what continues to 
give life and proof that His Salvation is once for all that begins a 
relationship that once begun, will continue eternally. His eternal 
life continues to give us life unto eternity. As members of His body,
we also partake of His intercession. He works with us and through us.

As His life is ever-praying, so also should ours be asking and 
receiving from the Father. He is the Author and Perfecter of our 
faith. He cares for our prayer-life as He prays for us. We must in 
like manner pray in the faith He has in us, as well as the faith we 
have in Him. As we abide, He intercedes. As we ask, so will He do.

All fellowship and intercession with Christ are justified and 
aimed at the glory of God in His gift of salvation of sinners. It is 
the work left behind that demands the power of God to continue. To 
those that are in Christ as branches in the true vine that the 
promises are given. It is the abiding that brings the life giving 
spiritual power – which in turn brings the bearing of fruit.

As we make intercession with those around us as an outpouring of
our fellowship with the Father, we will begin to realize the power of
prayer, and share in Christ's blessing of joy in the spreading of His
Good News of salvation. As we pray, He prays. His prayer is the life-
blood of His body the church. This gives us life and power to carry 
on His work among men. And because we are abiding in Christ, we have 
direct access to the Father, and our prayers are heard and also 
surely answered. We have been asked to participate in this life of 
reaching out through prayer. In this way and only in this way can the
fruit of the Spirit be offered to a sinful humanity.

God, please help us to continue to learn how to pray, to have a 
life of prayer even as our Savior prays. Help us to recognize and 
experience the supernatural unity provided by the Holy Spirit, that 
as Jesus is in the Father and the Father in Him, so also He is within
us as we are in Him. And in Him we also live to interceded for others
as He continually intercedes for us. Let us continue to realize that 
we are His workers in this world, that He is praying for us in this 
work, and that we must join in His prayer as we seek to work, and 
pray in our turn, to also further His work in us, and through us, to 
others.

'In His Name' has become truth and power in us, having direct 
access to the Father, sure of hearing and answer. The freedom of a 
son to a father. We pray in Jesus' Name as far as we are in Him and 
He in us. We go directly to the Father as He is in Christ, and we are
also; where the life of our soul is in Him.
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Jesus the High Priest. John 17:24.

Jesus reveals what their new life is to be like when the Holy 
Spirit is given. The branches will be joined in life-union with the 
vine. They will bear fruit as His witnesses, to live and to suffer 
for Him, even as He had lived and suffered. But also the blessings, 
one above all, true unlimited promises of power in prayer. He prays 
for them, that they may have the joy of knowing what His intercession
as their High Priest will be like.

That they are also to participate in this high calling of 
intercession for others. These promises are for the furtherance of 
the Gospel, not our own interests. The Lord Himself must teach us 
what prayer in His Name is to be. To pray with the same purpose, in 
unity with Him is what we are to do.

In John 17, Jesus first prays for Himself (verses 1-5), then for
the disciples (6-19), then for all believers of all time. Jesus first
prays for His own glory for the purpose of glorifying the Father. His
prayer is based upon the holy covenant agreed upon in heaven between 
Father and Son. He had been promised power over all flesh as reward 
of His work on earth. He had done the work, He had glorified the 
Father, and would further glorify Him through His people. So also we 
must pray in our relation to the Father, our part in Christ and His 
work, all to the Father's glory.

Ask that Jesus may be glorified in us, in the Name and Spirit of
Jesus, thereby in union with Him. If we glorify the Father with 
Jesus, the Father will glorify Jesus by doing what we ask in His 
Name. As Christ has power in glorifying the Father, so we also as we 
seek God's glory in our intercessory prayer shall have power with the
Father.

Jesus speaks of His disciples as those given Him by the Father. 
Their chief distinction is their having been given His Word. He is 
now to send them into the world in His place, just as the Father had 
sent Him. He asks that the Father keep them from the evil one, and 
keep them pure through His Word as He has kept Himself pure for them.

As Jesus did, we must pray for those closest to us. Our 
intercession must be personal and definite. We must pray for their 
receiving His Word, and we are responsible also to deliver it to 
them. We must pray for their being kept from the evil one, and their 
strengthening and faith in God's Word.

Father, please keep them in Thy Name. Sanctify them through Thy 
truth. In the Name of Jesus, heard and answered.

Jesus also prays for those who through their word shall believe,
including all places and time. That the love of the Father, He has 
experienced will also be in them and He in them. This will be the 
proof of the efficacy and truth of His own mission on earth. To pray 
for all Christians is to pray for the unity in Spirit as a witness to
the world that Jesus is the Son of God, sent from heaven to reveal
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the love of God, forgiveness and reconciliation, triumph over the 
world, the flesh and the devil...That the church is united with 
Christ in spirit and in truth, and this is only possible through the 
sacrifice of Jesus and the love of the Father.

True faith honors God. The believer's will must be at one with 
His Lord's. He that loses his own will for Christ's sake shall find 
it; he that gives over his own will completely will find it again, 
renewed and strengthened with Divine power. In union with Him, our 
prayer avails. Living and speaking and doing all in His Name is the 
abiding and union with Him.

Therein is the confidence in prayer that our requests are made 
known to the Father through the continual intercession of the Son. We
become part of the Father's 'I will' as we intercede with Christ and 
yield ourselves completely to God's Spirit. This opens us to receive 
the love, light, and power to take hold of all that God wills for us.

Jesus has called us to participate in His interceding prayer. 
Why are we so hesitant to accept and understand this spiritual and 
important privilege? It is in this way that we have the right and 
responsibility to call down the blessings of heaven to those around 
us here on earth.

Dear God, may we give more of ourselves over to unceasing 
prayer. Increase our desire for your Glory, Oh God. May we continue 
to grow and mature in grace, and unselfishness, that the desire of 
our hearts is to be like Christ in making intercession for believers,
for strength and comfort, in health and fruit-bearing, that the 
Gospel of love and forgiveness may spread and bring others into the 
light and truth of God's Gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ Our
Lord. Amen.

Not what I will, but what Thou wilt. Mark 14:36. From the 
surrender to God's will in the Garden, gives Christ the right as High
Priest in Heaven to ask what He will, in which He includes His 
followers the same right and power to ask what they will. If Jesus 
had to state this choice to totally give over to God's will, how much
more do we also need to follow His lead?

Jesus mentions the cup which was the Father's will that He must 
drink. He tells the disciples of this also. In the garden Jesus had 
to face in His humanity the extreme pain and rejection, the anguish 
and death. This showed His experiencing weakness of the flesh, could 
this cup pass from Him.

This was a prayer that Jesus knew God could not accept. Only 
submission to God's will would guarantee the answer. Thus Jesus 
accepts God's will and overcomes all fear of suffering and over the 
power of death. This was the greatest proof of His obedience. He 
sacrificed His will, which led to His sacrifice on the cross. This 
was the act for which God highly exalted Him, and had the 
immeasurable value of saving men from their sins. This also gave Him
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the right and reward to ask what He wills of the Father and it shall 
be done.

Jesus accepted suffering and death, that we may go free. He died
for us to live. He followed God's will that we could ask what we 
will. We deserve no audience with God, much less His granting our 
wishes. Jesus suffered for us also. And by this suffering He has 
gained for us the opposite, the answer to every prayer, as we abide 
in Him. We must also through the indwelling Holy Spirit experience 
the same obedience, and giving in to the perfect will of the Father.

As Jesus completely yielded His will unto the Father we must 
also learn to surrender our wills unto the will of the Father. Only 
through the power of the indwelling Spirit may we attempt to overcome
our own weaknesses and self will. May we yield to the revealed will 
of God in His Word, and have the mind of Christ in thinking, 'not my 
will but Thine be done.'

This will bring us to be used of God in His service to know and 
desire what we may say and do as our part in obedience to His will. 
This includes how and for what we must pray for, what we are to ask 
and what will be done, all in Jesus' Name and for God's Glory.

Amen.



Things to Remember about Prayer - Lesson XIII

Boldness, According to His Will.

I John 5:14, 15. One of the greatest difficulties in prayer is 
not knowing if you are praying in the will of God. This restricts the
boldness to ask and the assurance of receiving. This doubt is the 
opposite of faith. This is the assumption that we cannot know the 
will of God, and therefore we cannot pray with certainty.

John calls us to boldness, that we ask according to His will. 
This means that we should examine our requests and make sure our 
prayers are according to God's will. They may require persevering 
prayer. To be strong in faith should give us boldness or confidence, 
that He hears us.

The way to know God's will is through His word, taken in and 
kept in the heart. The example of Jesus foremost as guide and perfect
example of showing God's will in prayer, obedience, and humble 
reaching out to others. This is the major role of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives, to show us the spirit and truth of God's being, His plans,
His works, and His will for us. It is in His revealed will that our 
prayer must be for boldness. He has openly spoken the general 
principles of His will for His people. What we pray within that 
revealed will, being His business, we can faithfully expect an 
answer.

His plan is to carry out His work through His people in the 
world. The promises of grace and power to spread the love of His 
Gospel through us. As we are a part of that work, so we can claim the
assurance that our prayers are heard. We are to pray for the brother 
or sister in sin, in trial or persecution, and the promise that God 
will give him life. This is the will of God, and we must pray with 
boldness, to accept this promise as certain.

Though the work is the same in God's general will, the task of 
each individual will be different, just as spiritual gifts are 
different. This is revealed to us through the Holy Spirit within each
of us. The leading of the Holy Spirit is our guide, in union with the
teaching of the Word. Both are necessary for the true path to power 
in prayer.

God will never go against His Word, nor will the Holy Spirit, 
for the living Word of God is Christ Himself. Therein is the revealed
will of God, and our perfect guide in prayer. The word must be a 
conscious part of our daily lives, influencing us. The Word is 
quickened by the Spirit. The more this takes place in any individual 
the more that person can discern the will of God in special 
circumstances and ask boldly in prayer. To live in the will of God is
only possible as mind and heart focus on the Spirit and the Word and 
live by it, that has the confidence to pray and receive.

To question if one is praying in God's will is to expect no 
positive answer. That is praying amiss. We must not blame some secret
will of God. We can know if our prayer is within God's will. If we
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have the Words of Christ dwelling richly within our hearts, and 
enlivened by the assurance and illumination of the Holy Spirit, that 
we abide in Christ, and are also in the presence of the Father. So we
experience the love of the Father for His child, however immature or 
imperfect this child may be, that He wishes us to ask of Him whatever
we need in the work He has in His plan for us to do. That as we work 
for Him and in Him, He will give us all that we need for the task, 
according to His riches in glory.

We need to continue to ask to be taught, through Word and 
Spirit, and fellowship in prayer, the perfect will of the Father. 
This we may have the confidence and power to be praying according to 
that will, and expecting and accepting the answers. It is the will of
the Father that His children live according to His guidance. That the
Holy Spirit be the guide and tutor to this end. And that there be 
daily communication and fellowship with the Father. Also that the 
Father be glorified in the child, in word and deed, and in prayer.

It is the love of God that works out its purpose in each 
believer's heart and life. God seeks out our willingness to be 
conformed to the image of His Son. This takes place only as we yield 
ourselves to Him. Through the Word and the Spirit this is 
accomplished more and more as we grow and mature. Within us this 
gives more and more understanding of our purpose within God's will, 
and therefore informs us of the efficacy of our prayers as being part
of God's plan working out in our very lives.

A mystery remains: that God wills great blessing for His 
children, that they do claim or call down from Heaven. Thus our free 
will hinders even God's will for us. Prayer will be fulfilled as our 
faith can accept. Prayer causes to happen what otherwise would not 
take place.

It is Jesus Who has the right to ask of the Father what He will.
But those that abide in Him, as He in us through the Spirit, are 
given the ability to share in that right also. All power is in Christ
Jesus. He is in the Father, and in us, and we in Him, and therefore 
also in the Father. And so it should be natural and right for us to 
ask as Jesus asks, for blessings to be like Him and to do the work He
was given, during our journey through this world, in this life.

To pray in Jesus' Name is to pray what He would pray. The Father
waits with immeasurable blessing. We in effect direct the flow of 
blessing by our prayers. His love ever longs to flow – we direct the 
conduit to its destination by our prayer. This is His eternal will. 
This is the gift of the mediation and intercession of Christ for us. 
Thus Jesus assures us that this is the boldness which we have toward 
Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. If 
we know He hears whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions which we have asked of Him. Amen.
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Isaiah 61:6 – 'Ye shall be named priests of the Lord.'

I Peter 2:5 - '...to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.'

The highest privilege of a child of God is to accept the role of
priest, who ever lives to pray, to be nearer to and more like Jesus.

What is the role of priest? One side toward God, one side toward
man. We are called to be stewards and ministers of God's grace to all
those around us. We are to be separated from the ways of the world, 
unto holiness as God is holy. Our personal life and walk lead to our 
priestly power with God, love for God and the saving of souls. 
Intercession has ever been the job of the priest. Jesus as our High 
Priest interceded for us and calls us to likewise be His priests to 
intercede for others. This means turning from serving ourselves and 
only our own interests.

The blood of Christ makes us worthy, the Holy Spirit makes us 
able. This makes us seek to live within the will of God and pray the 
same way. Thus we shall know that our prayers will be accepted. Being
in union with the Greatest High Priest, our prayers will be done unto
us. To pray in His Name we call down the blessings of God unto men.

May we receive and know the answer. May we be aware and able to 
realize that we have been set apart for the holy ministry of 
intercession. Teach us and mature us to grow into the role of priests
before the Father. May we hold onto the value of Christ's spilled 
blood to cleanse from all sin, and give us confidence toward the 
Father, that our faith may intercede for others and be heard, and 
answered. May we also accept the anointing of the Holy Spirit, from 
the Father, through the Son, for the purpose to set us apart to the 
work of priests in interceding in prayer for others.

Lord, lay Thy hands on us, and consecrate us to Thy Holy work, 
that we may walk among men with the awareness and humility of a 
priest of the Most High God. To God be glory and dominion forever, in
the Name of His Son, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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Pray without Ceasing. I Thessalonians 5:17. 

The parable of the widow and the unjust judge taught the lesson 
of persevering in getting one specific thing. When God delays or 
appears to say no, don't give up. Be instant and continuing in 
prayer, in faith and dependence, in desire and trusting expectation. 
Forgetting or putting aside selfish thoughts and desires, we must 
yield ourselves to God and His honor and glory. Thus our minds and 
hearts will focus on His will and see around us what God wishes to do
among men that He may be glorified. That He may work through us as we
pray and call down His blessings, or as we reach out to others in 
other ways.

We must remember that as His representatives, He wishes to 
constantly hear from us, how we are doing and what we need for His 
work. There will never be a time in this life that a need for prayer 
will cease. Therefore, we must pray without ceasing. As Jesus prayed 
in complete confidence in the Father, as He also obeyed the Father, 
so must we, and in His Name, we must also be confident that what we 
ask we shall also receive. Our lives must be that of prayer. We must 
also realize that sometimes there is necessity of storing up prayer 
until the cup is full for God to act. This also points to the value 
of persevering prayer, that it will in effect most certainly fill 
that cup, and then the answer will be given just as certainly. Let us
not limit God by our lack of faith or feeble reasoning.

May we be continually thinking of God's words of promise, 
especially those of Jesus, in simplicity and truth. That they may 
ground our sure faith, and strengthen our confidence, that as His 
children, He wishes us to ask of Him what we need, and for the needs 
of others. Through the life of the Holy Spirit within us, in the Name
of Christ Jesus. May we also seek to continually spend time with the 
Father learning of Him in His Word, and be open to listen, to that 
still small voice that speaks to our hearts of His love and care for 
us.

May we seek to pray for the Church and for the lost as part of 
being about our Heavenly Father's business. May we be firm in the 
assurance that as we work for Him, He will bless us and the work, and
that we will give Him the praise and honor for the blessings and the 
increase. As Christ ever liveth to make intercession for us, may we 
also live to make intercession for ourselves and others, through the 
Spirit in the Name of the Son.

When the disciples observed Jesus praying, they asked Him to 
teach them to pray. May we now learn from that same Jesus to pray as 
He now prays. As we give all of ourselves to Him, so also He gives 
all of Himself to us. He makes us partakers with Himself of His life 
and power in prayer. We must pray without ceasing and also work much.

He ever liveth to make intercession for us. His is the example 
we must strive after. His is the power of an endless life. Our joy is
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to live for Him and abide in His endless love and care for us. We are
to give thanks in everything and rejoice evermore. We are to give 
praise unto God our Heavenly Father for all He has done and 
unceasingly does for us through His Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord forever. Amen.



Prophecy



End Time Events; Jesus Christ Coming for His Church.
T.O.D. Johnston

Since every prophecy that has been fulfilled in the past, was 
literally fulfilled in every detailed as the Bible recorded the Word 
of God, we today can have complete confidence in the prophecies that 
have not yet been fulfilled.

According to the plan and program of God for this earth and man,
we are living in the end times, only eight things are yet to happen 
before this earth's history is closed and eternity is ushered in with
new heavens and a new earth.

The first one may occur at any moment for it is undated. Event 
Number One is the personal return of the Lord of the universe Jesus 
Christ, from Heaven according to His Promise. Our Saviour Who lived, 
died, rose and ascended into Heaven more than nineteen hundred years 
ago.

John 14:1-3 Jesus says:
1. "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 

also in me.
2. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 

would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
3. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."
In the last promise in the Bible, Jesus repeats this: Revelation

22:20 - "Surely I come quickly."

The Apostle Paul teaches in I Thessalonians 4:16,17 -

"The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: so shall we 
ever be with the Lord."

All believers (the dead raised, the living changed) will be 
taken up out of this world, to meet the Lord in the air. This first 
event is called the Translation of the Church, or the Rapture.

Event Number Two will immediately follow. It is called the day 
of Jacob's trouble, God's day of Wrath, or the Great Tribulation. It 
will be 7 years of the greatest trouble and turmoil the world has 
ever known. Jesus described it in Matthew 24:21 - "For then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world 
to this time, no nor ever shall be."

There will be war, destruction, violence, and famine, 
earthquakes, and terror; a time so terrible that only the 
intervention of God will prevent man from completely destroying 
himself. Jesus said: "And except those days should be shortened,
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there should no flesh be saved..." (Matthew 24:22.)
At the end of this tribulation all the nations of the world will

be gathered for the battle in the Middle East to attack the land of 
Israel and destroy the city of Jerusalem. Then Event Number Three 
takes place at the Battle of Armageddon when these armies will be 
crushed and defeated by the sudden appearance of the Lord Jesus 
Christ with His armies of saints, descending from Heaven to the Mount
of Olives. This is clearly portrayed in Revelation chapters 6-19.

This public return of Jesus Christ is the Fourth Event, ending 
man's rebellion.

Revelation 19 describes it (11,14,16):

"And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True...

And the armies which were in heaven followed him...
And he hath in his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King

of Kings, and Lord of Lords."

Zechariah also prophesied this event in 14:3,4,9 -

"Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against these 
nations...

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives...
And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall

there be one Lord, and his name one."

This is the Second Coming of the Lord to be distinguished from 
the Rapture of the Church to meet the Lord in the air before the 
Tribulation.

Jesus comes to the earth at the close of the Tribulation to 
defeat the armies of Satan which had come up against Israel.

Jesus in Matthew 24:29,30 said:

"Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken:

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory."
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Event Number Five is the setting up of the Messianic Kingdom 
upon earth. After the Battle of Armageddon the Devil is cast into the
bottomless pit, and Jesus establishes the Millennial or 1,000 year 
Kingdom of Righteousness. Israel will be the center of the nations 
with the promises made to Abraham literally fulfilled. The capital of
the world will be Jerusalem. Peace and prosperity will be worldwide. 
Even the animal kingdom will be at peace. All hatred and strife, all 
want, sickness and disease will be unknown. The Gospel will be 
preached to all men. The earth will be converted into fruitfulness 
for all mankind.

The prayer that is so often prayed that Jesus taught His 
disciples: "Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven," will finally be answered and will last for 1,000 years.

To finally prove the utter depravity of human nature, there will
be a brief time of rebellion in spite of all the peace and blessing 
of that kingdom. Satan is released from the pit and finds great 
numbers ready to rebel against Christ and His righteous rule. This 
rebellion will be quickly destroyed and Satan is cast into the lake 
of fire, forever.

Revelation 20:7-9 describes this Sixth Event:

"And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison,

And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth...To gather them together to battle...

...And fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured 
them."

Event number Seven will wind up God's program for this world: 
The Final Judgment of the wicked before the Great White Throne. The 
righteous dead had been raised at the Rapture and judged according to
works for reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Revelation 20:5 tells us:

"But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished..."

Verses 11,12,15.

"And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it...
And I saw the dead...and the dead were judged out of those 

things which were written in the books according to their works.
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast

into the lake of fire."
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With Number 7, God's Judgments are completed. Only one other 
even is left. We have considered briefly these seven.

1. The Translation or Rapture of the Church.
2. The Great Tribulation.
3. The Battle of Armageddon.
4. The Second Coming of Christ.
5. The Millennial Kingdom.
6. Satan's Last Rebellion.
7. The Last Judgment.

Event Number 8 is the number of new things - after the Judgment 
- God will usher in eternity, never-ending perfection.

Revelation 21:1,5 - "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for
the first heaven and the first earth were passed away...

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things 
new..."

Peter speaks of this purifying of the earth by fire, sin will
be forever removed from all of creation. We will dwell in communion 
and fellowship with the saints, and with God in Christ, forever.

Revelation 21:4.

"And God shall wipe away all tears...and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain..."

Truly this must be what Paul thought of as he wrote: "For I 
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." (Romans 
8:18.)

Truly it is when we consider the greatness of God and the 
tremendous plan of the ages that is written in The Holy Scriptures 
that our daily lives are put into perspective.

We spend a great deal of time thinking of what to have for 
dinner, making arrangements for our leisure, our entertainment. We 
work hard to acquire money and the things needed for our security 
here and now. We are proud of our accomplishments and our 
possessions, and yet we desire more. And are we content and 
satisfied? Not often. This is human nature.

And these things can all be good if done in the ways God planned
and if kept in their proper relationship to God. This Christ came to 
show us. Because we are sinners, we could not do what He did, He had 
to die to pay the price for our sins. His sacrifice was accepted and 
He was raised to the Right Hand of the Father on High. There He 
intercedes with the Father for us. He sent the Holy Spirit to give us
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the strength and power to live in the world and to live unto God.
God's plan is on schedule, the program is on time. We are to be 

mindful of the things of God and put them in first place in our 
thoughts. Let us keep in mind the wise council of James the brother 
of our Lord in his epistle, 4:13-15 -

"13. Come now, you who say, 'Today or tomorrow, we shall go to 
such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business 
and make a profit.'

14. Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. 
You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes away.

15. Instead, you ought to say, 'If the Lord wills, we shall live
and also do this or that.' "

The habit of thinking that the next day will be pretty much like
the day before is a trap and a lie. Certainly our hope must not lie 
in this and such selfish worldly concerns.

Our main responsibility is to be faithful to Jesus Christ who 
holds the universe together and is Lord of the future as well as the 
present and the past. We must be witnesses to the Gospel of God's 
Grace and share our faith in what Christ has done for us and our hope
in what He is going to do shortly.

Just before His ascension into Heaven to be seated at the right 
hand of God, Jesus replied to His Apostles' questions about the time 
of coming events. He said in Acts 1:7-8 -

"It is not for you to know the times or seasons, which the 
Father hath put in His own power.

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

In answering, Jesus doesn't disagree about the event of prophecy
the apostles asked about - only the time of that event. It is our 
responsibility as His people to read about His future plans since 
they include us. We are to study prophecy and know what God has in 
store for us and for the world. This is our hope and our warning to 
others. We are not to set dates and times, and become lazy or lose 
touch with reality.

The second half of Jesus' reply was a promise, a command, and a 
prophecy which has been fulfilled. We as believers have inherited the
faith which these witnesses spread in the first century. Jesus' words
show what our relationship to prophecy should always be - it should, 
by the Holy Spirit, give us power to be witnesses to Jesus Christ 
where ever we might be.

Prophecy can break the hold the pleasures of worldly things so 
easily get upon us. It can bring before us the majesty, wisdom,
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power, wrath, and love of God - the unsearchable richness of our 
Redemption. But this should not lead to idle speculation and wasting 
of time with theories and date-setting. It should lead our hearts to 
pray earnestly without ceasing with the Apostle John in Revelation 
22:20 - "Even so, come Lord Jesus."

And in the meanwhile, get to work in spreading the Gospel - When
you have so many opportunities to speak a word of faith; pray to God 
that He will give you boldness to speak by the power of the Holy 
Spirit that they may be saved. Let us all go together, with not one 
missing.



The Last Question, The First Promise
T.O.D. Johnston

Our God and our Father, we cannot but be dumbfounded and amazed 
at this Divine love for sinful man.

As we come to the foot of the Cross we behold Christ crucified 
for us, yes each of us. In our mind's eye we see His hands and feet 
nailed to the cross. We see His pierced side. There is a fountain of 
cleansing for sin and for uncleanness. We see His head crowned with 
thorns.

Can we think of our bleeding, dying Saviour, and know the pain 
and suffering that He underwent willingly, in our place? For each of 
us. Yet it is here that He draws us. To make us face the awful price 
of our redemption. He died that I might live. Can I but come to Him 
by faith, trusting in His mercy?

If you have never accepted this so great a salvation, pray the 
following words:

"I confess to God that I am a sinner and believe that the Lord 
Jesus Christ died for my sins on the cross, and was raised for my 
justification. I do now receive and confess Him as my personal 
Saviour. Amen."

Don't you know that the angels are shouting in Heaven?

May God bless you and be with you as you begin your walk with 
His Son. Spend time with Him in His Word, to solidly ground your 
faith and begin your growth to maturity. God will bless every step.



Signs of the Times
T.O.D. Johnston

Daniel 12:4 - '...to the time of the end: many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased.'

Revelation 13:16-17 describes the control of the world by the 
Anti-Christ. Surveillance technology: satellites, GPS systems, 
cameras on street corners, in public buildings, and ATMs, etc., even 
surveillance via computers. Also, biometric identification systems, 
such as fingerprint, eye and  facial recognition systems. All pushing
forward in the name of security and protecting against the threat of 
terror.

In the works are sensors to discern suspicious thought patterns:
automatic measuring of blood pressure, pulse, perspiration, nervous 
movements or facial expressions. This will be done by machines to be 
used at border crossings, etc. Anything suspicious will be recorded 
and reported.

Lasers and microwaves will be able to detect concealed objects 
at longer distances. Remote controlled sensors will be able record 
pulse, temperature, blood pressure, etc. Intelligent software will 
separate tourists from potential criminals.

All these lead to more power to exercise control – leading to a 
total control under one dictator in a totalitarian regime.  This has 
been attempted many times before, such as Babylon, Assyria, Medo-
Persia, Greece, Rome, Napoleon, Hitler, Stalin, and finally the Anti-
Christ with the greatest tools at his disposal. Daniel describes this
as the last attempt of man to achieve a peaceful global empire 
without God. This kingdom will be different from all previous ones. 
It will take over the entire world, treading it down and breaking it 
in pieces (Daniel 7:23).

The recent rise to prominence of the European Union has started 
all nations on the path to globalization. It is seen as the logical 
and inevitable way to prosperity which will bring happiness, 
contentment, and world peace. The whole 'global warming' movement 
adds an emotional and universal impetus in this direction. The claim 
is that without all people cooperating in the struggle for a 
solution, the Earth will not survive. The claim is that man caused 
it, so man is responsible to band together to solve it, or else.

It is saddening that a great many Christians are still anti-
Semitic. Some Muslims have vowed to eradicate Israel. They also 
condemned and berated any ability of the Jews to successfully settle 
in Israel. It was also widely maintained that the returning Jews 
could not have their own language (Hebrew) revived and commonly 
spoken. Any and all such rejection and derision are additional strong
signs of the end times. The close of the Church Age brings in the 
spiritual restoration of Israel (Daniel 12:1).

Matthew 24:2 – 'And except those days be shortened, there should
no flesh be saved...' Only in our time could it be said that man had
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produced the means to totally destroy life on earth. God must 
intervene to prevent it. God's judgment against the hostile powers 
who will gather against Israel will be to cause them to fight one 
another (Zechariah 14:13). It appears that all electronic 
communications systems will fail (crash), leading to utter chaos.

The kings of the east will put together an army of 200 million 
soldiers (Revelation 9:16; 16:12). China claims to have this ability,
having over 1 billion people.

The sign of Sodom was predicted by Jesus as another sign (Luke 
17:18,30). Isaiah 3:9 – 'They declare their sin as Sodom, they hide 
it not...' II Timothy 4:4: 'Andy they shall turn away their ears from
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.' Something false or 
invented like the curious theory of evolution, which is spoken of by 
its adherents as established 'truth' or fact. The claim is logic, and
science, in spite of all scientific, observable laws such as the 2nd 
law of thermodynamics and of irreducible complexity etc. This theory 
actually requires a great amount of faith based on conjecture that 
has continually changed from its beginnings from Darwin, Big Bang, 
etc., ad nauseum. In contrast to all this is the remarkable and 
unique amount of recorded fulfillment of Biblical prophecy.

All nations were formed by God. They are evaluated by God. They 
are judged by God.

Acts 17:26: 'God hath made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.'



God and the Nations
T.O.D. Johnston

All nations were formed by God. They are evaluated by God. They 
are judged by God.

Acts 17:26: 'God hath made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.'

The evaluation:

1. Righteousness. The land of the Canaanites was not to be 
occupied until the cup of the iniquity of the Amorites was full 
(Genesis 15:16). The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah had reached its 
fullness, yet God agreed to spare them if even 10 righteous people 
could be found there (Genesis 18:20,32).

Romans 2:14-15 indicates that God wrote the law of righteousness
in each person's heart. We call it a conscience.

2. The second item was their seeking the Lord (Acts 17:27). The 
abundance of evidence in the creation of God's handiwork leave men 
without excuse (Romans 1:20). This is His continual witness (Acts 
14:17).

The choice of the ancient nations was that of not liking to 
retain God in their knowledge (Romans 1:21-28). Paul remarked that by
his time, 'there is none that seeketh after God' (Romans 3:11). They 
had chosen to worship idols (Psalms 96:5).

3. The third is their treatment of His chosen nation of Israel. 
This was His promise to Abraham - 'I will make a great nation of 
thee...and I will bless them that bless thee and curse him that 
curseth thee.' (Genesis 12:2,3.) This was the nation prepared to 
receive the Christ child. This in spite of its recurring failures. 
There has always been a remnant true to God and His Word. Israel will
survive forever.

God has allowed wicked nations (such as Babylon and Assyria) to 
chastise Israel. They were in turn destroyed for their wicked 
treatment of Israel.

4. The new nation – 'God has raised up a holy nation, a peculiar
people...now the people of God' (I Peter 2:9,10). They are citizens 
of heaven, Christ their king, now serving as Christ's ambassadors, 
trying to convince others to be reconciled to God (II Corinthians 
5:20). This is a message of eternal salvation (Matthew 28:19). God is
evaluating the nations according to their response to this Gospel. On
the disciples' first missionary journey, Jesus described the fate of 
the cities that did not welcome them as 'It shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for
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that city' (Matthew 10:14-15). Any nations that persecute Christians 
will be judged severely (see Acts 13:51).

5. This criteria is historically the oldest: given to Adam and 
Eve, to subdue, have dominion over. Man has stewardship over God's 
creation, to understand its elements and processes, use and conserve 
its resources for the good of man and within the will of the Creator.

This mandate was renewed and expanded after the judgment of the 
great flood. Not until after the dispersion at Babel with the 
imposition of different languages were no nations. Apparently there 
were 70 original nations. Thereafter, this developed into about 200 
organized nations with as many as 7,000 nations and ethnic groups. 
History records the rise and fall of many nations through the ages. 
We assume that this has taken place according to the appointed times 
and boundaries ordained by God's providence.

Whatever nations that exist when Christ returns will be gathered
– 'Before Him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate 
them one from another' (Matthew 25:32). One group 'shall go into 
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into eternal life' (Matthew
25:46).

Traditionally the United States has been largely supportive of 
Israel and Christianity. It has also sent out the largest number of 
missionaries in modern times. Our moral standards were relatively 
high, although this is now in decline.

The Ongoing Dominion Mandate, confirmed and expanded to Noah 
(Genesis 9:6-7). Part of this is the continuation of the monogamous 
marriage institution as the necessary basis of continuing the human 
population. People are essential to carry on the stewardship of the 
earth's resources. The factor of divorce, abortion, and the many 
forces that destroy families, polygamy, etc. show man's continual 
failure. Subduing the earth to be more fertile and fruitful has only 
limited success. Also, diseases have only partly been subdued or 
cured.

Economics and business have historically mingled with and been 
motivated by greed. Education has been subverted to the idols of 
evolution and humanism. Man is the only answer to his problems and 
the only solution available. What nation today would or could be 
described as seeking God and His will? What nation seeks guidance in 
our Savior Jesus Christ?

Human governments following the Great Flood. Genesis 9:6 – 
'Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed.' No 
longer a series of family revenge killings which continued the 
violence. This would lead to rules to control human activities that 
could lead to murder such as robbery, assault, slander, rape, etc. 
Law and punishment. Capital punishment was and is the ultimate form 
of enforcement and punishment. One of the great failings of modern
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governments has been the rejection of capital punishment, no matter 
how heinous the crimes committed and proven.

Over the centuries, history has recorded every type of human 
government, whether kind or cruel, fair or unjust, honoring God or 
not.

Christians are called upon to be good citizens of the nations we
dwell in. Titus 3:11 – 'to obey magistrates, to be ready to every 
good work.' Peter said in I Peter 2:13-14, 'Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether it be to the 
king, as supreme, or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by 
him for the punishment of evildoers, and the praise of them that do 
well.' In Matthew 22:21, Jesus said 'Render therefore unto Caesar the
things which are Ceasar's, and unto God the things that are God's.' 
There is a point where God's service demands precedence – especially 
if man's law forbids God's commandment to preach the Gospel of Christ
(Acts 5:29).

Acts 17:24-28.

24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he 
is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
25 neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any 
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
26 and hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on 
all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;
27 that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:
28 for in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain 
also of your own poets have said,
For we are also his offspring.



The Church at the End of the Age
T.O.D. Johnston

The Old Testament ends with the major prophecies concerning 
Israel and their Messiah, and the rest of the world unfulfilled.

The New Testament introduced a new order. Much of it was 
anticipated in the Old Testament but much also was revealed that had 
been hidden.

Jesus is born as king of the Jews - King of Israel. The Gospel 
of Matthew shows His credentials as in the line of David, of the seed
of Abraham. And proceeds to record the teachings, the miracles, of 
Jesus and that they were rejected and Christ was accused of doing 
them by the power of Satan.

Christ pronounces judgment upon that generation for their 
unbelief in the face of greater signs and wonders and power from God 
than any people had ever witnessed.

His message turns from His Messiahship as seen in Matthew 11:28-
30.

In Matthew 13, the final rejection is anticipated and the period
of time between His first and Second Coming is prophesied.

Matthew 16:16 reveals a new divine purpose - a new assembly was 
to be formed on spiritual lines - without racial or political 
considerations. Those who, like Peter, confessed Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God were to make it up.

Only after Jesus had died and resurrected and the Holy Spirit 
had come, could the church actually begin. This happened at 
Pentecost. The body of believers from then on was known as the 
church.

Two major things distinguished it: 1.) The public testimony as a
body of professed followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 2.) The 
spiritual body of Christ which included all true believers.

Prophecy about the church age follows these two lines - the 
outward, organized church, and the true church, the body of Christ.

In Matthew 13 and other scriptures (Matthew 24; I Timothy 4; II 
Timothy 2,3; Revelation 17) describe the trend toward apostasy which 
will climax in the great tribulation. The true church will be 
translated before the professing church comes to its end.

In Matthew 13, Jesus tells a series of parables to unfold the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. This term "kingdom of heaven" 
seems to include those who profess Christ as well as those truly 
regenerated. These parables are a revelation of the stages of the 
professing church in the period between the first and second coming 
of Christ.

They are called mysteries to describe truth revealed in the New 
Testament that was hidden from view in the Old Testament revelation.

The present age shows the King's absence, and the rule of His 
subjects by invisible and spiritual means only.

The first two parables are interpreted by Jesus Himself. This
2
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allows us to understand the others.
P. 27.

The first parable - of the sower - shows the good news as being 
received in various ways. The hard ground is totally unreceptive and 
the birds carry away the seed. Other falls on shallow soil where no 
root grows.

Two classes of believers receive the Word with same effect. One 
receives but becomes unfruitful because of the "cares of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches" (Matthew 13:22). The good soil 
receives and brings forth fruit - 30-,60-,100-fold.

This presents us with a picture of the present age. From 
Christ's day to this only a few of the millions of people who have 
lived, received the Gospel. We can all witness to the fact that the 
good ground that brings forth 30-,60-,100-fold is rare. Only a 
fraction of those who hear the Gospel will come to Christ.

The 2nd parable about the wheat and tares uses a different 
example to show a similar idea. The seed here is the believer 
himself. Along with the wheat, "tares" are sown, which represent 
imitation wheat that grows with the good wheat until harvest. The 
tares bear no fruit and at the harvest, the tares are separated and 
burned. The wheat is gathered into the barn. This shows the false-
professing Christians as mixed in with the true-believers until 
Christ comes.

The other parables give further elements about the progress of 
the present age. Matthew 13:31,32 - The mustard seed represents the 
tremendous growth of the professing church from a small beginning (as
a mustard seed) to its present proportions. A further detail is added
- birds of the air (as in the sower parable) represent evil ones, 
satan and those he controls. Here they lodge in the branches. We are 
witnesses that churches today allow almost anything.

The 4th. Matthew 13:33-35. "The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till 
the whole was leavened."

Fermented dough was added to new dough so as to ferment it also.
The usual use of leaven in Scripture uses it to represent evil, as 
the yeast decomposes the dough.

In the Passover, unleavened bread had to be used to be pure.
In the New Testament, leaven is used to represent worldliness, 

hypocrisy, and corrupted doctrine. The professing church has all of 
these things today. The evil represented in this parable as leaven 
will increase and the professing church will eventually be drowned by
it.

The 5th parable. Matthew 13:44. A treasure hid in a field; the 
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field."

3



The Church at the End of the Age continued

The sixth has often been linked with the fifth - "the pearl of 
great price". Some have interpreted the treasure and the pearl as 
Christ and the man who finds the treasure and the pearl would then be
the believer. This goes against the truth - Christ is not for sale 
and the believer has nothing with which to buy Christ.

Much better is the way they show two aspects of Jesus' 
sacrificial death. In the former, He redeems Israel, signified by the
treasure hid in the field. In the latter, He redeems the church, 
signified by the pearl of great price. Israel's true importance is 
largely hidden in the world - yet it is a treasure hidden in the eyes
of God (Exodus 19:5; Psalms 135:4). Christ in His death actually 
bought the whole world (the field) and at the same time, redeemed 
Israel, the hidden treasure.

Just as a pearl grows as a result of an irritation in the side 
of an oyster, so the church symbolically came into being by the 
wounds of Christ and is a precious jewel for which Jesus gave all He 
had.

The last parable, of the dragnet (Matthew 13:47-50) - every kind
was gathered, drawn to shore, the good put into vessels, the bad cast
away. "So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast them 
into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth."

The separation of good from bad fish symbolizes the future 
judgment at the second coming of Christ - the righteous will enter 
the millennial kingdom - the wicked will be cast into the furnace of 
fire.

Similar with wheat and tares is the intermingling of good and 
bad fish - showing the church as having merely professing believers 
among the true - to be separated at the end of the age.

This describes the present age when God is longsuffering, and 
withholding judgment until the consummation of the age.

These 7 parables together reveal the general characteristics of 
the present age.

1.) The proclaimed Gospel will only be received by a few.
2.) The saved and those who merely profess salvation will be 

mixed together.
3.) The professing church would grow into a great worldwide 

organization.
4.) This worldwide church would have many evils within it.
5.) Christ's love for Israel and the true church will continue 

to be experienced.
6.) The present age will lead to divine judgment when the saved 

will be separated from the unsaved.

Many other prophetic Scriptures deal with the turning away of
4
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the church from the truth. The end of the age is to be characterized 
by apostasy (Matthew 24:4-26; II Thessalonians 2:1-12; I Timothy 4:1-
3; II Timothy 3:1-9; 4:,34; II Peter 2:1-3:18; Jude 3-19; Revelation 
3:14-16; 6:1-19:21).

Three stages are shown:
1.) The organized church will go away from the foundational 

doctrines and morals of the Bible during the last days of the true 
church on earth (the rapture).

2.) In the time immediately following the rapture, the apostasy 
will be throughout the professing church.

3.) When the worship of the beast is instituted, the professing 
church as such will be destroyed.

As we look around us at what is happening among the churches 
that profess Christ, we see so many things that the Bible clearly 
teaches as sin against God. We hear doctrines that deny just about 
everything that makes Jesus Who He is.

But we are not to become discouraged - but recognize these as 
symptoms prophesied about the end of the age - every day closer to 
the coming of Jesus. We must stand and witness - that those few who 
will, are given the Good News and receive Jesus as Savior. We must 
realize that things aren't going to get better, but worse, and it 
will be harder to live the life of faith. Many temptations, 
distractions, and excuses will rob many of bearing fruit.

If the Lord asks and He is asking "Who will stand for Me and 
witness to the truth of My Gospel among this perverse generation?", 
be one who says in his heart, "Me, Lord." He promises to give us the 
strength, guidance, and even the words to witness for Him.

Revelation 22:20. He which testifieth these things saith, Surely
I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus."



The City of Babylon
T.O.D. Johnston

The second most mentioned city (after Jerusalem) is Babylon: 290
times. It began as the first great city. It was founded after the 
flood (Genesis 10,11). It was the city of the first powerful leader, 
Nimrod. It was a great city, and the center of a religious system 
based on worshiping the host of heaven. This satanic system was based
on astrology - the stars representing gods and goddesses that 
supposedly had influence on the lives of men.

The tower of Babel was built and dedicated to the host of 
heaven. It was the center of their worship. Revelation reveals the 
true nature of this system represented as a woman called "Babylon the
Great, Mother of All Prostitutes and Obscenities in the World." It 
represents a city and a system built for man's glory and man's lowest
nature. The mixing of the languages was the only way to force men to 
replenish the earth according to God's decree.

Most of the Biblical references were about the Babylonian empire
under Nebuchadnezzar (605 - 539 B.C.). He invaded Judah three times, 
first in 605 when Daniel and his friends were taken captive. The 
second time in 597, then third in 586 when his army came and 
destroyed the city and the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem. But his 
empire was also prophesied to fall (in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
Habakkuk).

The destruction is to happen in the end times, preceding the 
return of Jesus to the earth. When the Medes conquered Babylon in 
539, the city wasn't destroyed. It continued in some form until 
around 1,000 A.D.

Zechariah prophesied the rebuilding of the city in the end times
(Zechariah 5:5-11). Wickedness will return to the place of its 
origin, Babylon, where the Anti-Christ will rule from (Revelation 17-
18). It is to be destroyed utterly and for all time in the end.



The Letter of Jude
T.O.D. Johnston

The last book before Revelation. This appears to have been 
placed here on purpose. This book describes the spiritual situation 
of the entire world before the Rapture and the apocalypse that soon 
follows.

Jude describes mockers in the last time, living by their own 
ungodly lusts, separate, sensual, not having the Spirit (verses 17-
19).

He mentions 6 examples of the ungodly, those that were against 
God, or turned away from God: 1. The people of Israel, 2. fallen 
angels, 3. the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, 4. Cain, 5. Balaam, and 
6. Korah. The rapture of Enoch is the positive example of a Godly 
person.

If we look at our present society and can apply what Jude 
describes, then we know the time is short. The examples are from the 
past, from vastly different time periods, but Jude put them together 
to show what will take place in the end times.

First the people of Israel. He calls us to remember that the 
generation of Jews saved and brought out of Egypt were not allowed to
enter the promised land because of unbelief. They died in the 
wilderness. In the end times, there will be many that will play the 
Christian, not having been born again. They will not believe or 
practice Christian values. Paul uses a similar argument in I 
Corinthians 10:1-6., describing that generation also as evil in their
lust, despite all the things they experienced in the Exodus.

Deuteronomy records: "They have corrupted themselves...they are 
a perverse and crooked generation (Deuteronomy 32:4-5). People of God
in name only, not in their hearts. So also in Jude 12, these people 
acted as though they were really saved, but were only outwardly. This
has become increasingly seen in the liberal movement, which denies 
the spiritual content of both Testaments as well as the Lordship of 
Christ. Theirs is a social gospel, a movement for the betterment of 
society through human effort.

Second, the angels of Noah's time that kept not their first 
estate, leaving their designated habitation, He hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the last day 
(Jude 6). They became demons by leaving their heavenly vocation to 
possess men and so to have sexual relations with the daughters of 
men. From then to now, demons seek to possess and influence humans 
for physical and sexual perversion and destruction. Today satanism, 
occultism, and the work of demons are on the rise. The sins produced 
evil so terrible that these spiritual beings were bound until the 
final judgment. And that world was destroyed by water. Only Noah and 
his family escaped.

This is predicted for the end times - especially the demon 
possession part. We see more movies produced depicting the spiritual 
world impacting on our world. Rosemary's Baby, the Exorcist, remakes,
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clones, and sequels increase. Also the Omen series, etc...This 
situation has only gotten worse. As in Noah's time, the continual 
sinning of the people brought God's judgment in the Great Flood, so 
now the sins of the people are heading for the same situation, the 
people have chosen to sin continually, in every human way possible, 
plus under the influence of demons, sin has gone into crimes 
horrific, inhuman, and deadly. Many of these have been graphically 
portrayed in movies and tv programs of normal fare. Horror films have
also increased in insanity with blood and gore.

Jesus said in Matthew 24:37 "As in the days of Noah, so shall 
also be the coming of the Son of Man."

In preparing the ark, Noah condemned the world. He believed God 
when told of the coming judgment and it was accounted righteousness 
to Him. He built the ark before men for 120 years, as a sign of the 
coming flood. No one else turned from their sin and believed God. 
They were given the choice, and they chose sin.

How is it with us today. Do we hear teaching or preaching about 
the Second Coming of Christ in Judgment? Do we hear warnings to turn 
from sin and turn to God? Do we even hear the word "sin"? Is Biblical
prophecy a hot topic among Christians?

Sodom and Gomorrah, like the fallen angels previously mentioned,
sexually corrupted mankind, fornicating and going after strange 
flesh, are an example, since they suffered the vengeance of eternal 
fire. Every form of homosexuality as practiced at the time of Sodom 
was under the influence of demons (Genesis 19). God judges equally. 
It is against God's order of creation. God's plan was for one man and
one woman to come together for the purpose of having children. It was
never for recreation and experimentation, never unnatural and 
counterproductive.

In Romans 1:26-27, Paul calls them vile affections, both by men 
and women, lusting one to another, going against nature. We are at 
the point that homosexuality is so widely accepted that those who 
still speak against it are condemned as intolerant and hateful 
bigots. The fact that they have become as bold and openly defiant of 
ordinary society mirrors the behavior of the Sodomites.

Jesus spoke about the city's destruction in Luke 17:29: "But the
same day Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from 
heaven and destroyed them all." That Lot was led out beforehand is 
also an example of the imminent Rapture of the Church before the 
coming destruction.

Jude 8-19 warns us against filthy dreamers that defile the 
flesh, despise authority, and speak evil of what they don't even know
or understand. They corrupt themselves as brute beasts. To act upon 
some form of dreams or visions only leads away from the truth. This 
leads to many superstitions and worship of statues and relics, the 
praying to Mary and various saints, of certain sites as holy or



3
The Letter of Jude continued

having magical power.
All of these practices put God's Word aside as no longer 

relevant. The guide is man's emotions and desires, a dream of utopia 
produced by man with no place or need for God. To them there is no 
spiritual aspect to man, and no spiritual world at all. They 
therefore are described as living like mindless beasts. Humanism, 
atheism, and the New Age-isms, Paul would describe as philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world and not after Christ (Colossians 2:8). To disregard the Creator
and His Son, leaves man in the darkness of his own sin and only leads
to destruction.

The way of Cain is condemned (Jude 11). Cain brought the work of
his hands as a sacrifice, and not the symbolic shedding of blood that
God called for, which his brother Abel did. Later out of jealousy and
hatred, Cain slew his brother, and thereafter was forced to live as a
fugitive, unstable, homeless, a wanderer: "before of old ordained to 
this condemnation". Jude 4. Cain's sacrifice was one of works, full 
of pride, not the way of salvation from sin.

Man has chosen his own way more and more. This has been observed
by the resulting dwindling church attendance and the closing of a 
great many church building especially in Europe and Great Britain, 
but also in the U.S.A. The lack of traditional moral values, the 
breakdown of the family, the lack of ethics in politics, and the 
liberalism of the church, all demonstrate the general move away from 
the former influence of God's Word, and in true believers standing 
up, preaching and witnessing to spiritual values, sin and our need of
a Saviour in Jesus Christ.

This has lead to a restless society, seeking the newest thing, 
but never really satisfied, seeking answers everywhere but from the 
Creator Himself. Always seeking knowledge, but never coming to an 
understanding of the Truth in Christ. The tendency continues: banning
the 10 Commandments from any public place; Christmas is being 
stripped of its Christian content. Even the cross is being banned 
from public buildings. The reckoning of time has erased Christ - now 
it's the 'Common Era'. Evolution is taught as truth and forced upon 
all education. Creation is relegated as an old-fashioned mythical 
story.

All these things describe an increasing move away from God, an 
attitude of self-sufficiency and self-seeking, just as was the choice
and resulting life of Cain. Has man changed? Does indifference to God
and His Christ, and total absorption in self-interest describe most 
of those around us? Does this seem to be increasing? One does not 
need to look far!

The story of Balaam. Jude 11 speaks of those who ran greedily 
after the error of Balaam for reward. Balaam was hired to curse 
Israel. He became a false prophet. He was behind Israel being
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deceived. He sold his gift, and also was a fortune teller or 
soothsayer (Numbers 25:1-3; 31:16; Revelation 2:14).

It has been observed that in many churches today and among 
televangelists, that many promise spiritual and physical blessings, 
healing, greater success and prosperity. You will feel better, look 
better, be better liked, and be better off. These churches grow into 
mega-churches, these ministries grow into great business successes. 
Sin and salvation through Jesus is not heard. Everything must be 
positive and uplifting so that you will feel generous and supporting 
toward the ministry. You must leave more confident and feel good 
about yourself. That way you will come back for more and give freely.
Then asking for money seems so natural.

True men of God have always trusted God to provide for their 
needs. So Jesus taught the disciples. The excesses of modern 
preachers has been widely reported, yet the trend continues. They 
tickles the ears, so the people will give, and give, and give. How 
much this goes on through mail ministries might just be startling. 
Also over the internet.

The sin of Korah  another way of worship (Jude 11). Korah 
deceived 250 people, rebelling against Moses and Aaron. He considered
them to be puffed-up and self-important. He claimed all the 
congregation were holy and the Lord is among them. They were no 
longer needed. Everybody was alright with God. So today everybody is 
declared alright, no need for God's Word (represented then by Moses),
no need of sacrifice (represented by the High priesthood of Aaron). 
Born again Christians are now labeled old fashioned fundamentalists, 
intolerant and close-minded.

It is now fashionable to be the opposite and even recognize that
all religions lead to the same God. This Korah was claiming - any way
is okay. This is prophesied to lead to the eventual one world 
religion of the great tribulation. The rejection of the most 
fundamental Christian doctrines (the resurrection, the damnation of 
sinners, the efficacy of Christ's death on the cross to save sinners)
has been documented in different polls and reports. The supernatural 
is put aside as exaggeration and myth made up by the early church, 
added to and embellished by the time the New Testament was canonized.

This is the educated stance of the theologians who are modern 
and up to date with the latest scholarship and opinions of the most 
renowned intellectual minds of our time. We are to be impressed by 
all their judgmental theories and mountains of incidental details as 
proof of their patently false conclusions. But the Word of God 
remains sharper than all their volumes, that have no power. Only the 
Word of God can bring faith and spiritual understanding of the truth 
in the salvation of Jesus Christ.

The story of Enoch, the seventh from Adam. He prophesied, saying
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints (Jude 14). Seven
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means perfection, and completeness. Revelation contains letters to 7 
churches, which stand for seven aspects of the Church Age, which 
completes the Time of the Gentiles, the final one before Christ's 
Second Coming, and the Millennium.

When the Church is complete, it will be removed from the earth. 
Then Jesus will return to Israel. Enoch was the first man to be 
raptured, because he walked with God (Genesis 5:24). Noah then in a 
type of Israel, who was saved through the flood. The ten thousand of 
the saints are the raptured believers who will return with the Lord 
in glory (Colossians 3:4). Read Jude 1,2. Are we ready and busy about
the Lord's Work?



Nature and Creation
T.O.D. Johnston

Of interest to the naturalist and especially to the artist of 
nature is that each part of creation, whether plant or animal - each 
exhibits a unique organism that is fascinating in itself but simply 
one in an almost seemingly infinite variety. For example, butterflies
- each is unique, and beautiful, with a fascinating life cycle. 
Exactly how many varieties there are, is still uncertain - over 
300,000.

The nature artist should be awed by this. In making nature the 
subject of his art, he or she is really recording an acknowledgment 
of the glory of God's in His creation. Contrast between the creation 
of God and the creations of men. God's creation is one of growth and 
renewal. Men's creations begin deteriorating as soon as finished and 
have to be continually maintained. What many seem not to be aware of 
is that all creation, and especially, all life, is continually 
energized and sustained by the Author of creation.



Prophetic Checklist
T.O.D. Johnston

For the church.
1. Communism spread atheism
2. Liberalism undermined spiritual and Biblical foundation of
   the church - first in Europe, then U.S.A. Also, general
   acceptance of evolutionary theory.
3. Move toward ecumenical world church began, and continues.
4. Movement in some churches into apostasy, denying Biblical
   truth.
5. Moral values greatly decline - also decline in traditional
   family, and traditional family values.
6. Spread of spiritism and the occult, including satan
   worship.
7. Jerusalem: continued controversy from all sides: Jews,
   Christians, and Muslims.
8. The Rapture removes true Christians from earth.
9. The restraint of evil by the Holy Spirit will cease at the
   same time.
10. The Superchurch will enfold all world religions by the
    False Prophet who helps the Anti-Christ rise to power.
11. The Anti-Christ will demand to be worshipped as god.
12. Christian believers will be severely persecuted and killed 

by the thousands.
13. Christ, with His host of translated believers, returns to 

the earth in glory, defeating the nations gathered in the valley of 
Megiddo.

Prophetic Calendar of World Events.
1. U.N. founding - first step toward one world government.
2. Reuniting of Europe - the European Union - began a revival
   of the Roman Empire.
3. Israel was established as a nation.
4. Russia's rise in power and alliances with Islamic nations.
5. Common market and World Bank began international
   regulation of world economy.
6. The middle east became the area of greatest continual    

conflict - because of Israel surrounding Muslim nations.
7. The ballooning importance and influence of oil - bringing
   concentrations of wealth and power, the ability to control
   the flow of oil, and the ability to buy masses of up to
   date weaponry.
8. The continual incidents of terrorism and the imminent
   threat of terrorism, the guaranteed increase in oil
   prices, an the continual instability and threat of the
   Muslim nations toward Israel, will increase pressure for
   measures to bring peace.
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9. Ten world leaders will come together to create the Revived
   Roman Empire power block.
10. Dramatically, one charismatic leader will out three of
    the ten and take total control.
11. He will negotiate a peace treat (7 years) in the Middle
    East (which he will break in 3 and 1/2 years).
12. Russia and allied Islamic nations will begin invasion of
    Israel and be miraculously destroyed - earthquake, hail
    (75 lbs.), and brimstone.
13. The European Anti-Christ will proclaim himself ruler of
    the world, break the peace treaty with Israel, and claim
    to be god, demanding worship in the Temple in Jerusalem.
14. For the next 3 and 1/2 years, the Great Tribulation pours
    out terrible judgments upon the whole earth.
15. An army of 2,000,000 will invade from the east against the
    Anti-Christ's hold in the Middle East. Also, armies from
    Africa and the North East will come. Described by some as
    World War III.
16. Christ will return to earth with armies from Heaven and
    destroy all opposition in the Battle of Armageddon.
17. The millennial reign of Christ begins. The time of the
    Gentiles is over.

Prophetic Checklist for Israel
(Related to the others but distinct to Israel)
1. Continual persecution and destruction of Jews in
   dispersion, culminating in Hitler's mass executions.
2. 1948 reestablishment of the nation in Israel - continual
   immigration back to promised land and nation.
3. Nation survived all attempts against it, and continues.
4. Russia reveals itself as enemy; U.S. supports nation (??).
5. Arab oil used to influence nations against Israel.
6. U.S. will become more isolated. Russia will build more
   alliances with Arab nations.
7. This tense and threatening situation will force Israel to
   make a treaty with new European Union leader to guarantee
   peace.
8. During the first 3 and 1/2 years, the worship of Jehovah
   will be revived, and sacrifices and ceremonies will be
   reinstated, in a rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem.
9. The invasion by Russia and allies mysteriously destroyed.
10. The Anti-Christ (after first 3 and 1/2 years) will
    desecrate the Temple, and persecute those that refuse to
    worship him, especially the Jews, and also Christians.
11. Many Jews will acknowledge the coming to pass of
    prophetic events recorded in both Testaments and believe
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    in Christ as the Messiah of Israel. A great many will be
    massacred all over the earth.
12. Some witnesses will be divinely preserved, carrying the
    Gospel message.
13. Christ returns to earth, welcomed by believing Jews as
    their promised Messiah.
14. Christ's 1,000 year reign on earth from the throne of
    David from Jerusalem - the final fulfillment of all the
    prophecies concerning the nation of Israel.

The Middle East remains and in fact is increasingly the focus of
the two main sources of impending crises - terrorism and oil. Oil is 
increasingly in demand and from all over the world - especially now 
China and India. It is also the origin and the continued location of 
the Islamic terrorists. Any threat that even looks like it would 
threaten the continued supply of oil is to be dealt with at all 
costs. The U.S. invaded Afghanistan and then Iraq (2001-2003). This 
has only increased the activity of terrorists. Like a powder keg 
ready to be set off - that is the present situation.

Many believe that the stage is set, and that the only thing 
necessary for the rise of the Anti-Christ is the Rapture of the 
Church. The resulting panic and confusion will demand drastic 
measures. Someone with extraordinary power and great-seeming insight 
will be called upon to calm things down and bring a semblance of 
peace and security. That will be the rise of the Anti-Christ, 
promoted by the False Prophet to take over the European Power Bloc.

Israel's security is increasingly in danger because of the Hamas
power over Palestinians, Hesbollah in Lebanon, the hostility of Syria
and Iran. Because of the economic necessity of oil, nations formerly 
supportive of Israel have been and continue to be pushed to alliances
with Arab countries - in effect abandoning support of Israel.

Russia's increasing alliances with Arab nations will lead them 
to hostility against Israel, finally leading to their invasion 
against Israel. China has now dramatically increased its reliance on 
oil and has for the first time claimed to be able to raise an army of
200,000,000.

Christ's coming is imminent, even at the doors. More so than at 
any time in history. Biblical prophecy is certain and specific. The 
technology for instant world wide communication is in use. Electronic
commerce is widely used and control could be implemented. 
Surveillance and monitoring of individuals' activities - internet, 
banking, phone, travel, business transactions, could become a reality
or everyone - both systematic and punitive. Control would be 
complete.
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The mark of the beast will be seen as logical and necessary for 
many reasons. Because of counterfeiting of currency, i.d.'s, and any 
kind of paper documents, a secure, personal, and unique i.d. must be 
implanted in each person. It must also contain financial information.
Therefore no one can buy or sell without it. Technology now exists 
for this possibility, and is being continually upgraded and refined.

Many other props are on the stage. Many actors stand ready in 
the wings. The set is nearly complete. The plot is already written. 
When the church is raptured, that will be God's way of saying 
"action". The drama of the Great Tribulation begins.



When and Why Israel Will Be Invaded
T.O.D. Johnston

Ezekiel: when Israel dwells safely, in the latter days. This has
not happened since Israel again became a nation in 1948. Also 
according to prophecy – after the Rapture of the Church, the Anti-
Christ and the European Union make a treaty with Israel for peace and
security. This will lead the small nation to turn their defenses down
and concentrate on increasing wealth and productivity.

There are three reasons for he invasion. 1St, to take over the 
land and resources. 2Nd, to take their wealth – 'to take plunder, a 
booty, livestock and goods, silver and gold.' (Ezekiel 38:12-13.) In 
2007, Israel exported over $70 billion worth of goods and services. 
The 3rd reason is the wholesale destruction of the Jewish people.

What is God's purpose? Ezekiel 38:4. It will be in the latter 
days that I will bring you against My land...from the far north, I 
will bring you against the mountains of Israel.'

God's plan will bring these nations to their doom, to punish 
their wickedness and reveal His authority and power over His 
creation. Men must and will recognize His sovereignty. This will also
accomplish the salvation of His people, and the nation of Israel. God
will accomplish His purposes ultimately.



Israel – Present and Future
T.O.D. Johnston

Ezekiel 36:24: 'I will take you from among the nations, gather 
you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.'

This began on May 14th, 1948. The new state of Israel was 
announced. The complete fulfillment of the prophecies include the 
spiritual renewal of the people to the Lord, as well as the total 
possession of the land promised to Abraham, from the river Euphrates,
to the river of Egypt.

But there has been no real peace from that time to today. 
Scripture speaks of a future world leader that will bring about a 7 
year peace agreement with Israel and its enemies. This peace will be 
broken. Then Israel will be invaded by massive armies. There will be 
no human hope. Only Christ's return will resolve the situation. Then 
judgment and the beginning of Christ's 1,000 year reign on earth. The
promised borders will be fulfilled. God's people return to Him, and 
He to them.

Jeremiah 32:37-38: 'Behold, I will gather them out of all 
countries where I have driven them...I will bring them back to this 
place, and I will cause them to dwell safely. They shall be My 
people, and I will be their God.'

In 2006, for the first time in 1,900 years, Israel had the 
largest Jewish numbers than anywhere else (formerly found in the 
U.S.). From 650,000 to almost 5.4 million.

Dramatic change in 2010 concerning Turkey. It had been a pro-
western, secular nation interested in joining the European Union. A 
change in leadership, now the AKP party, led by Prime Minister 
Erdogan is anti-western. Members hold important offices, including 
high court justices. They effectively control, as well as govern. 
Their foreign policy now aligns them with Iran, Hesbollah, and Hamas.
They claimed during a Nato summit that it is Israel that threatens 
world peace. All other member nations declared that Iran was the 
greatest threat.

The other major factor that makes the Middle East the center of 
world attention – the central importance of oil to the most 
industrialized and emerging nations. It is the unquestioned major 
energy source. It is so essential that a major part of the world 
economy is tied to its value. It is also significant that those 
countries controlling the majority of oil  are hostile to Israel, 
some calling for its destruction. Some organizations use terrorist 
tactics to continue agitating and disrupting any chance of peace.

Ezekiel foretold that Russia would attack Israel. The prophecy 
includes other nations that would join in the attack (Ezekiel 38:5). 
Russia has already formed a military alliance with Iran (the former 
Persia). They are selling missiles and other armaments to Iran. They 
trained Iranian nuclear scientists.



What About America in Prophecy?
T.O.D. Johnston

No country on the North American continent is mentioned in 
Scripture. The U.S. is less than 250 years old and very far from 
Israel. Most citizens here are of European origin and will align 
future interests, especially economic agreements, with the European 
Union.

In 2007 and 2008, substantial progress was made in making 
agreements to improve trade. Also, meetings have been taking place to
create free trade among the North American nations: Canada, the U.S.,
and Mexico. This is in anticipation of the creation of a 
'Transatlantic Economic Union'. Economic union begins the process to 
political union.



The Final World Power
T.O.D. Johnston

According to Daniel's detailed description of Nebuchadnezzar's 
statue revealed  the four main Kingdoms – Babylonian, Medo-Persian, 
Greek, and the Roman. The last world kingdom would be made from a 
restored Roman Empire. It will include ten kingdoms or leaders 
(Daniel 2:41-43; 7:7,24). The emergence and growth of the European 
Union can be considered a re-emergence of the Roman Empire – a new 
world order – first economic, then political.

This sets the stage for the emergence of a supreme leader – the 
final world dictator – the Anti-Christ. Daniel chapter 9 tells of a 
treaty between this Empire and Israel – a 7 year treaty, 'but in the 
middle of the time he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering' 
(Daniel 9:27). This begins the countdown to Armageddon.



Basics of Islam
T.O.D. Johnston

Islam means 'submission', one who submits to God. About 1.5 
billion Muslims are in the world today. About 1.4 million live in the
U.S. - 6% of adults. The largest populations are in Asia. The 
majority are peaceful and reject violence. The radicals who preach 
terror and violence are growing in number worldwide.

Mohammad was born in Mecca (Saudi Arabia) in 570 A.D. His father
died before he was born. His mother died when he was six. He was 
raised by his mother's father, trained to be a camel driver, then a 
merchant. At 26 he married a wealthy caravan owner named Khadija. He 
was exposed to several religions – Judaism, Christianity, and the 
traditional religion of his people. He questions his own beliefs. At 
age 40, meditating in a cave outside Mecca, he received his first 
revelation. This continued to happen throughout his life. These 
messages form the bulk of the Qu'ran – regarded by Muslims as the 
divine Word of God.

In the 7th Century Arab world, their religion included over 360 
gods – one for each day of the lunar year. The moon god had many 
names, one of which was Allah – the favorite god of Mohammad's 
family.

Mohammad began to promote his new religion. He chose the name 
Allah for his one true god. He was fiercely devoted to Allah in 
establishing and spreading his religion, Islam. Any Muslim who leaves
that faith is punishable by death.

Now, the Muslims are divided into two distinct, and opposing 
groups. This happened when Mohammad died. One group, the Sunni, 
followed the leadership of Abu Bakr, one of Mohammad's fathers-in-
law. They comprise about 90% of Muslims in the world. They don't 
recognize any prophet since Mohammad and rely only on the Qu'ran.

The other group, the Shi'ites, followed Mohammad's son-in-law, 
Ali, as carrying a spiritual endowment from Mohammad. The imams, 
their present leaders, have equal authority as the Qu'ran. They 
believe the 12th century Imam went into retirement hundreds fo years 
ago, and will stay until a time when he will return as the Muslim 
Messiah.

The leader of the Sunni, Abu Bakr, and those that followed him, 
launched jihads, holy wars, that spread Islam forcefully across 
northern Africa, all the way to northern Spain, and eastward into 
Judia. They also went into eastern Europe. Christian nations 
organized and stopped their invasion ,and drove them back into the 
Middle East, where Islam is still dominant in all nations but Israel.

These modern jihads are specifically focused on destroying 
Israel, and the U.S., being Israel's number one supporter. To them, 
we are the evil ones that must be eradicated, and they are the holy 
ones demanding that the whole world must ultimately bow down to Allah
and their complete control, to obey all Islamic law. These are the 
militant and terrorist forces.
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Another faction follows a more subtle strategy. It is called 
fatah. It involves infiltration, moving into a country in large 
enough numbers to affect the culture. This is especially effective 
where people and their laws are more tolerant and accepting of 
immigrants. They begin exerting influence, changing laws and customs 
quietly, to those of Islam. A dramatic example of this is taking 
place in France, England, and other European countries.

One other situation has been observed. The population growth in 
these countries has slowed down to less than 2 children per household
– these populations are decreasing every generation. The Muslims, on 
the other hand, have large families. Each generation adds more 
citizens to those nations – all Muslim. At some point they will 
become the majority, peacefully and gradually, and control commerce, 
industry, education, religion, and government.

There is also the Shi'ite group, and its most outspoken leader 
is Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. He is determined to develop nuclear weapons. 
He calls for the destruction of Israel. He has publicly prayed, 
referring to the 12th Imam – the Islamic Messiah. They believe that he
will only appear during a time of worldwide chaos. He warns other 
Islamic nations against any peaceful moves towards Israel. Iran is 
the modern name for the ancient nation of Persia – mentioned by 
Ezekiel as one of the nations that will join Russia in attacking 
Israel.



The Rapture
T.O.D. Johnston

As bad as we see the world to be these days, it continues to get
worse. But there is a force that has a restraining influence on the 
increasing tide of perversion and lawlessness. Only the Holy Spirit 
holds the line, keeping the ocean of evil at bay.

In one moment of time, this will dramatically change. In that 
millisecond, millions of people will suddenly disappear from the face
of the earth. It can be described as an evacuation of God's children 
to avoid the coming horror and devastation of earthquakes, fire, and 
chaos around the globe.

The word 'rapture' is Latin for the Greek phrase in Scripture 
that relates to the 'catching away' of all believers before the Great
Tribulation, into the presence of the Lord. This fulfills the promise
that Jesus made to His disciples in John 14:1-3. There He promises to
go and prepare a place for all believers, and that if He does, He 
will come again and receive them to Himself, that where He is, they 
may be also.

The clear message is that this is the next major event on the 
calendar of prophecy. It is imminent - it can occur at any moment. It
is also unknowable to all but the Heavenly Father – therefore anyone 
that predicts a date or time has been and will always be wrong.

There is a difference between the Rapture and the Second Coming 
of Jesus. The book of Revelation explains that the Rapture happens 
first, the Second Coming later. The Rapture will only be witnessed by
believers. The 2nd Coming will be out in the open, so that everyone 
will see Him coming in the clouds, even as He left (Revelation 1:7; 
Zechariah 14:1,3-5; Revelation 19:1-21). This return takes place at 
the end of the Great Tribulation and will begin the Millennium – the 
1,000 year reign of Christ on earth. We will be with him on this 
return. The prophetic events yet to be fulfilled that must next occur
only refer to events concerning the Second Advent (or appearing). We 
can barely imagine what will happen on earth when all Christians are 
taken away. Paul's explanation of the Rapture puts it all together.

I Thessalonians 4:13-18.

13 ¶ But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep.
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first:
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17 then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord.
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Paul begins by explaining that believers are different 
concerning those that have fallen asleep. They should not be 
sorrowful, for they have hope. He seeks to dispel any lack of 
understanding of the state of those believers in Christ that have 
died. The Greek word he uses has this as one of its meanings: 'to 
sleep in death.' This word was used in the case of Lazarus, Stephen, 
David, and Jesus.

In John 11:11, Jesus said, 'Our friend Lazarus sleeps but I go 
that I may wake him up.' Concerning Stephen, in Acts 7:60 he fell 
asleep when he had finished speaking. David fell asleep and was 
buried with his fathers (Acts 13:36). Concerning Jesus, in I 
Corinthians 15:20 – 'But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 
become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.'

Early Christians described the places they buried their dead as 
a sleeping or resting place. The English word 'cemetery' comes from 
he Greek word for this: kormeterion. In Paul's time it was used for 
inns (our hotel or motel). A place to spend the night, and continue 
the journey the next day. This emphasizes a temporary period of time.

The certainty that those who died in Christ will be raised is as
certain as Christ's resurrection. At the Rapture, both living and 
sleeping believers will be raised by Christ to be with Him forever. 
The suddenness of the Rapture is suggested as snatched or caught up 
quickly. Refer to I Corinthians 15:52:

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.

A three part sequence will occur.
1. Those that had died in Christ will be given incorruptible 

physical bodies.
2. The resurrected believers will be united with living 

believers.
3. Together, all believers meet the Lord in the air. This will 

be a union that will never end.

After the Rapture in Heaven, each believer will come before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ (II Corinthians 5:10) to give account of the 
works we have done on earth, for rewards and what role we will have 
in the coming millennium.



The Tribulation
T.O.D. Johnston

After the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will withdraw His restraining
influence on the earth. All the forces of evil will flourish. God's 
wrath will be displayed against the wicked.

The Tribulation will last seven years, as described in 
Revelation chapters 11-18. The first 3½ years will be the climax of 
worsening conditions. During the last 3½ years, the Anti-Christ will 
break the peace with Israel and take possession of the world 
government, and claim that he is god in the Temple at Jerusalem.

Let us list ten signs that show the approach of the Tribulation,
which will progressively increase in intensity.

1. Deception – many false Christs - Matthew 24:5.

'For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall 
deceive many.'

2. Dissension – Matthew 24:6,7.

'And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be 
not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is 
not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and 
earthquakes, in divers places.'

3. Devastation – refer back to Matthew 24:7.
4. Disease – Matthew 24:7.
5. Disasters – Matthew 24:7.

6. Death – Christians will be killed – Matthew 24:9.

'¶ Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.'

7. Disloyalty – betrayal even among families – Matthew 24:10.

'And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, 
and shall hate one another.'

8. Delusion – false prophets, sorceries, false religion, mind 
altering drugs will be involved.

Matthew 24:11 - 'And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many.'

Revelation 9:21 - 'neither repented they of their murders, nor 
of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.'
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9. Defection – turning away from God and from others – Matthew 
24:12.

'And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold.'

10. Declaration – Matthew 24:14.

'And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.'

Christ's description in Matthew 24:21,22 -

21 for then shall be great tribulation, (Daniel 12:1, Revelation 
7:14) such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be.
22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh
be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

In heaven, during the earthly tribulation – Christians are in 
heaven before the throne of God. There is a rainbow of emerald 
greens. There are 24 elders, representing the Church age saints, sit 
around the throne. There is a vast expanse – described as a sea of 
glass. In the midst of the throne are four living creatures giving 
praise with the Angels and the Church.

Revelation 4:3-8.

3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine 
stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like 
unto an emerald. (Ezekiel 1:26-28; 10:1)
4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon 
the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white 
raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.
5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and 
voices: (Exodus 19:16; Revelation 8:5; 11:19; 16:18) and there were 
seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, (Ezekiel 1:13 which 
are the seven Spirits of God. (Revelation 1:4)
6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto 
crystal. (Ezekiel 1:22)
¶ And in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were 
four beasts full of eyes before and behind.
7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a
calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast 
was like a flying eagle. (Ezekiel 1:5-10; 10:14)
8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and
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they were full of eyes within: (Ezekiel 1:18; 10:12) and they rest 
not day and night, saying,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, (Isaiah 6:2,3)
which was, and is, and is to come. (Exodus 3:14)

This is the worship of the glorified Christ. God is about to 
bring judgment upon earth. Thunder, lightning, and voices announce 
what is coming.

Revelation 6:12,13.

12 ¶ And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there
was a great earthquake; Revelation 11.13; 16:18 and the sun became 
black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;
13 and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, (Isaiah 13:10; 
Ezekiel 32:7; Joel 2:31; Matthew 24:29; Mark 13:24,25; Luke 21:25) 
even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a
mighty wind.

Natural disasters will occur on earth during the Tribulation. 
The sun will turn black, the moon will turn red, and great 
earthquakes will be common. The mountains and islands will move – 
possibly the result of asteroids impacting the earth, disturbing the 
earth's mantle. This would cause the surface regions to shift and 
slide. An observer would be thinking the heavens were moving as if 
being rolled up.

Revelation 8:8-9.

8 ¶ And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain 
burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the 
sea became blood;
9 and the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and 
had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.
10 ¶ And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from 
heaven, (Isaiah 14:12) burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon 
the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;
11 and the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part 
of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, 
because they were made bitter.

A great mountain burning with fire will be cast into the sea (a 
mega-volcano). One third of the sea will become blood, and one third 
of sea life will die. Also, one third of all ships will be destroyed.
Then, fresh water will be affected by bitterness. Many will die. A 
star called 'wormwood' will poison the water, wells, springs, rivers.
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Salvation during the Tribulation – Matthew 24:14.

14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

After all this, Christ returns to earth. There will be believers
from every tribe, nation, and language. It is also the time of the 
greatest suffering and persecution ever seen. Obviously they were all
unsaved at the time of Rapture. It is most likely that the Rapture 
will be a dramatic witness to those left behind – who knew those 
gone. All Biblical literature will be left behind. Even with the 
threat of being killed for their faith (which will take place), they 
will believe and tell others. They will know worse judgment will be 
coming. Those believers that die during this time have a special 
blessing – Revelation 14:13.

13 ¶ And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do 
follow them.



Tribulation – Two Witnesses
T.O.D. Johnston

Elijah and Moses. Malachi 4:5-6 says that Elijah will come 
before Jesus returns to earth. I Kings 17: Elijah stopped the rain. 
In Revelation 11:6, the two witnesses have power to shut heaven – 
they stop the rain during the time of their prophecy. Elijah never 
died but was taken up to heaven.

In Exodus 7:20-21, Moses turned water into blood. In Revelation 
11:6, the two witnesses 'have power over waters to turn them to 
blood.' The body of Moses was preserved by God so that he could be 
restored.

Both appeared with Jesus at the Transfiguration. Most likely 
they will begin their ministry at the beginning of the Tribulation at
the time the Anti-Christ makes his treaty with Israel. They will have
special powers – fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their 
enemies. Power over death, drought, and disease.

Their message – Christ as Lord of all the earth. They will 
testify of the peoples' wickedness. That God is responsible for all 
the judgments upon the earth, and that there are more to come. They 
will preach against the Beast of Revelation 13. Men will try to 
destroy them.

Finally, after 42 months, they will be killed by the Beast that 
comes from the bottomless pit. The entire world will celebrate their 
death. Their bodies will be put on public display – in the street 
(Revelation 11:7-10). This will last for 3½ days. Already 
decomposing, they stand up. The whole world will watch: audio and 
video broadcast on all media. They are resurrected, then raptured 
(Revelation 11:12) in a cloud, and taken up to heaven. The cloud is 
the shekinah glory of God.



The Second Coming
T.O.D. Johnston

Matthew 25:31-33.

31 ¶ When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, (Matthew 16:27) then shall he sit upon the throne of
his glory: (Matthew 19:28)
32 and before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats:
33 and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on 
the left.

At the end of the Tribulation, Jesus Christ will come again to 
set everything right, to judge the nations. He will reunite with His 
chosen people and reign on the throne of David for the Millennium. 
The Son of Man is the judge. His return will be in all His glory, 
accompanied by His holy angels. The judgment takes place on earth.

Isaiah 9:6,7.

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even 
for ever. (Luke 1:32, 33) The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform 
this.

After this 1,000 year period, His kingdom will continue into a 
newly created heaven and earth for eternity.

Revelation 19:11-21.

The Rider on the White Horse
11 ¶ And I saw heaven opened, (Ezekiel 1:1) and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war.
12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, (Daniel 10:6) and on his head 
were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he
himself.
13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name 
is called The Word of God.
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
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smite the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: (Psalms
2:9) and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. (Isaiah 63:3; Joel 3:13; Revelation 14:20)
16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
17 ¶ And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a 
loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, 
Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;
18 that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, 
and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them 
that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both 
small and great. (Ezekiel 39:17-20)
19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against his army.
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. 
(Revelation 13:1-18) These both were cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone.
21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon 
the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls 
were filled with their flesh.

The judgment will be upon all the unbelievers still on the 
earth. His return includes all the believers that had experienced the
Rapture, seven years earlier. To that group will be added those that 
had become believers during the Tribulation. They will also be part 
of Christ's reign.

The book of Revelation begins with the world ruined by man. In 
the last half of the Tribulation, the world is ruled by satan. When 
Christ returns, He must cleanse the earth.

Interesting statistics: there are 1,845 references to the 2nd 
coming in the Bible, 318 of which are in the New Testament. There are
8 references to the 2nd coming for every 1 reference to the 1st. Jesus
mentions His 2nd Coming a total of 21 times. This may explain in part 
the Jews' lack of recognition of Jesus as the suffering servant. They
thought of that prophecy of it happening immediately before the 
coming as conquering hero. Even Christ's followers expected Him to 
fulfill the victorious promises immediately before His ascension. 
After He was gone, they had to realize there was to be a period of 
time that must pass before He would come in triumph.
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Matthew 24:27-31 contains a description of the 2nd coming.
27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even 
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (Luke 
17:23,24)
28 For wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be 
gathered together. (Luke 17:37)

The Coming of the Son of Man
(Mark 13:24-31; Luke 21:25-33)
29 ¶ Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, (Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7; Joel 2:31; 
Revelation 6:12,13) and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:
30 and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven (Daniel 7:13; Revelation 
1:7) with power and great glory.
31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 
and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other.

The Final Judgment does never occur until after the Millennium. 
It is called the Great White Throne of Judgment. Every unredeemed 
person that has ever lived will stand before Christ to receive the 
sentence of eternal death, in the lake of fire.

Revelation 20:11-15.

The Judgment at the Great White Throne
11 ¶ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no
place for them.
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works. (Daniel 7:9,10)
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged 
every man according to their works.
14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death.
15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.



The Anti-Christ
T.O.D. Johnston

Part I.

'Anti' means 'against' and 'instead of'. The Anti-Christ will 
overtly oppose Christ and all Christians. He will also claim that he 
is the Messiah, the savior worthy of all power and authority and 
finally, of worship. He will be the most powerful dictator in human 
history. He will be charismatic and know all the answers to all the 
problems in the world.

The Unholy Trinity. The father is satan – the Anti-Christ is the
son, and the False Prophet is the third – who directs praise and 
worship to the Anti-Christ.

The Anti-Christ will be eloquent and admirable. He will speak 
pompous words against the Most High. He will be physically attractive
and have a magnetic personality. He would cause as many as would not 
worship the image of the beast be killed (Revelation 13:15). He is 
also labeled as the Beast. He will personify satan, having powers, 
signs, and lying wonders. He will begin as a European leader, become 
a world leader, and then a global dictator – and finally claim to be 
God. He will be irresistible to the masses.

The mark of the beast – 666. Six is the number of man – created 
on the 6th day. A Hebrew slave could only be a slave for 6 years. 
Three 6's – the ultimate human – the ultimate in human ingenuity, 
competence, and arrogance. During Roman times, the emperor had a seal
with his name, likeness, and year of reign. It was necessary for 
buying and selling – affixed to documents to prove their validity. 
The Anti-Christ will do the same thing.

Revelation 13:16-18.

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads:
17 and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or
the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number
of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six 
hundred threescore and six.

Those that refuse the mark will be persecuted, labeled as 
traitors. Not being able to get food and other necessities will lead 
to those without the mark to eventually die. All those who accept the
mark will suffer eternal judgment at the hand of God – eternal fire, 
damnation, and wrath. Their choice will last forever.
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Revelation 13:3-12.

3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his 
deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: 
and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? 
who is able to make war with him?
5 ¶ And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two 
months.
6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, (Daniel 
7:8,25; 11:36) to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in heaven.
7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to 
overcome them: (Daniel 7:21) and power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names
are not written in the book of life (Psalms 69:28) of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.
9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.
10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: 
(Jeremiah 15:2) he that killeth with the sword must be killed with 
the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
11 ¶ And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.
12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, 
and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the 
first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

Early on, the Beast will appear to be killed – a head wound. It 
will be healed – it will appear to be a miracle – a pretend 
resurrection. Satan himself will be engineering this, in order to 
imitate Christ. He will be defeated by Christ's return to earth.

The False Prophet is in charge if religious and military 
authority for the Anti-Christ. He will be the epitome of every false 
prophet in history – he will do works that cause the whole world to 
bow down and worship the Beast. He will appear like a lamb but will 
be a wolf. He will be able to call down fire from heaven. There will 
be 144,000 Israelite sealed by God for service during the 
Tribulation. There will be 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes. They 
will be evangelists. Many will respond and believe. The seal on their
foreheads will be the Father's Name. They will be preserved by the 
Holy Spirit.
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Part II.

Armageddon is mentioned once in Scripture – in Revelation 6. The
Hebrew word means the Mount of Megiddo. The word megiddo means 
slaughter – thus The Mount of Slaughter. Armageddon includes the 
mountain and an extended plain – from the Mediterranean Sea inland. 
It is south of Haifa, 55 miles north of Jerusalem. It was the 
location of many Old Testament battles – Gideon defeated the 
Midianites (Judges 7), Sauls was killed there (I Samuel 3), etc. In 
modern times also – the Crusades, the Turks, the Arabs. In 1799, 
Napoleon was there, and said – 'All the armies of the world could 
maneuver their forces on this vast plain...there is no place in the 
whole world more suited for war than this...(It is) the most natural 
battleground on the whole earth.' The final battle will not be 
contained at that plain, but will fill the whole land of Israel.

God's purpose concerning Armageddon is to complete His judgment 
upon Israel. The Tribulation is referred to as the 'time of Jacob's 
trouble'. Also, Armageddon is to complete God's judgment upon the 
nations that have persecuted Israel. They will be gathered together 
in the battle of Armageddon, also known as the Valley of Jehoshaphat.
These nations are responsible for scattering the Jewish people among 
the nations and dividing up the Promised Land.

Revelation 19:15.

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smite the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: (Psalms
2:9) and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. (Isaiah 63:3; Joel 3:13; Revelation 14:20)

Let us list the differences between the battle of Gog (prince of
Russia) and Armageddon. The Battle of Gog concerns Russia and at 
least five other nations (Ezekiel 38:2-6). They will attack from the 
north. Their purpose is to take a spoil and take a prey. Russia will 
lead. God will defeat them with earthquakes, confusion, contagion, 
and hail. This army will perish upon the mountains of Israel and the 
open field (Ezekiel 39:4-5). The dead will be buried. These nations 
will continue fighting each other for the rest of the Tribulation.

The Battle of Armageddon involves all the nations of the world. 
They will attack from all directions. They come to destroy the land 
to annihilate the Jews. The Anti-Christ will lead them. They will be 
defeated by the word of Christ, the sharp sword (Revelation 
19:15,21). Those killed by the Lord will die where they fall, from 
one of the earth to the other (Jeremiah 25:33). The carcasses will be
devoured by scavenger birds. (Jeremiah 25:33; Revelation 
19:17,18,21.) Swords and spears will be beaten into plowshares and
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pruning hooks (Isaiah 2:4). The nations will study war no more.
The Anti-Christ's role as leader will change as he goes back on 

every promise he made. Major nations will gather their own forces 
against him. He will be attacked from the north and the south, like a
whirlwind – chariots, horsemen, and many ships (Daniel 11:40). 
Finally, the Euphrates river dries up, so that the kings of the east 
will be able to directly attack. An army of 200 million men will 
cross, attacking the armies of the Anti-Christ.

Revelation 16:14.

14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go 
forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

As the Anti-Christ is about to attack to destroy Israel and 
Jerusalem, another mass army will also come on the field, setting the
stage for the climax and ending the Battle of Armageddon.



The Millennium and Concluding Thoughts
T.O.D. Johnston

Revelation 20:1-6.

The Thousand Years
1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, (Genesis 3:) 
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,
3 and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed 
a little season.
4 ¶ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given unto them: (Daniel 7:9,22) and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This is the first resurrection.
6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection:
on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

Defined as the thousand year rule of Christ on earth in peace 
and justice from Jerusalem. It will be a foretaste of the eternal 
heavenly state. The Saints of God will rule with Christ. Satan will 
be bound. Everyone entering the Millennium alive will be those who 
believed in Christ during the Tribulation. The curse of Genesis will 
be lifted.

The New Jerusalem will be a cube – each side being 1,500 miles 
in length. This will be the dwelling place of the saints.

The Millennium is described as a time of peace. Even the animal 
kingdom will be so (Micah 4:23; Isaiah 11:6-9). A time of plenty and 
prosperity. Christ will rule with a rod of iron: sin will be kept in 
check – a holy kingdom. Health will be perpetual, lifespan will be 
greatly increased. During the Millennium, children will be born as 
sinners, and some percentage will be rebellious – tempted by satan, 
who is to be loosed for a short time at the end of the Millennium. 
They will join in the rebellion coming against Jerusalem. They will 
not succeed. The purpose is to show that sin comes from birth – not 
environment. In that time, the environment will be peace and 
prosperity, quick justice, and a moral majority. Then when those who 
reject Christ and His salvation turn against God and join satan's 
rebellion – Christ's salvation is still the only way.
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The New Heaven and the New Earth.

The eternal home for God's children. There will be no sickness 
or death. There will be no memories of former sorrows. God and His 
Son will be eternally present. The New Jerusalem will be a holy city.
Thee will be continual fellowship with God, Jesus, angels, the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and all members of Christ's Church.
Different groups and individuals will have unique purposes and 
responsibilities. One that is mentioned several times in Revelation 
is music, joyfully singing praise unto God.

Concluding Thoughts – prepare for the end times.
1. Stand fast in the truth of God's Word.
2. Hold on to fellowship with Christians and with Christ in 

spirit and in truth.
3. Work hard to share your faith, reach out to those in need, 

encourage and build up other Christians.
4. Live each day in Christ-like readiness for His call (the 

Rapture).
5. Refrain from judging others. We all remain sinners in need of

Our Savior.
6. Continue to proclaim the Lord's sacrificial death until he 

returns. I Corinthians 11:26.

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord's death till he come.

7. Set your mind on the things of Heaven above, where Christ is 
at God's Hand.

8. Relate to and express love to not only other believers, but 
all people, as Christ would have us do.

9. Encourage the bereaved with God's promises as recorded in 
Scripture, especially I Thessalonians 4:13-18.

The Coming of the Lord
13 ¶ But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep.
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first:
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17 then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. (I Corinthians 15:51-52)
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

10. Faithfully preach the Word. Be ready in season and out of 
season. Convince, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and teaching.
II Timothy 4:2.

2 preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.

11. Do not forsake the assembling together, to stir up love and 
good works as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24,25.

24 and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good
works:
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, 
as ye see the day approaching.

12. Remain patient.
13. Continue to practice righteous living to honor Jesus and 

glorify God our Father.
14. Most importantly, keep Christ's love for the unsaved, having

mercy and compassion, to share our great faith and hope, and the 
wonderful promises answered by Christ's first coming, His sacrificial
death for our sins; His resurrection and ascension unto God in 
heaven. His preparing a place for all believers to live for eternity,
and His imminent reappearing to call us up to meet Him in the air and
join Him in Heaven.

Christ's final words delivered to John and recorded at the end –
Revelation 22:20.



Creation and the Second Coming of Christ



Creation and the Second Coming of Christ - Part I
T.O.D. Johnston

The greatest lie of evolutionism (evolution as a faith system) 
is that man is basically good and will continue to evolve positively,
improving in every way and working toward a better society and world.
This is part of the New Age movement, humanism (the belief that 
humans are the ultimate force and intelligence in the universe) all 
work toward a global economy, government, and religion.

The Bible on the other hand tells the story of God's creation, 
man's sin, that brought death and destruction. God Himself had to 
provide a way of redemption and salvation. He also has promised to 
return to earth to make all things new, new heavens and new earth to 
become the eternal home of redeemed men and women with the Son and 
the Father.

In every generation since Christ was on earth, some believers 
have gone against Scripture in setting dates for His Second Coming. 
Needless to say, everyone has been wrong. This still goes on after 
2,000 years. Obviously we are that much closer, but it may not occur 
within our lifetimes. But it could. Jesus merely said that it would 
come in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh...Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son 
of Man cometh." (Matthew 24:44; 25:13).

The Bible does record many signs as the end approaches. Jesus 
said in Mark 13:29 "When ye shall see these things come to pass, know
that it is nigh, even at the doors."

Many of these signs are increasing in frequency and intensity 
from the beginning of the 20th Century up to the present time (2008).
We are to be busy, working faithfully to share our faith and 
strengthen the church, and also be expectant because His call to us 
in the Rapture is imminent (it could take place at any time without 
warning); to expect that "blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ." (Titus 2:13).

Among the most significant signs are those in religion. Even 
living in a "Christian" nation (Europe, Britain, the U.S.), many 
having heard about the prophecy of His Second Coming, openly reject 
it, saying that all things continue as from the beginning of 
creation. They are called scoffers walking after their own lusts. 
They are in charge of their lives and have no interest in God or 
giving up the full time pursuit of their own self-interest. They 
discount and even ridicule any who take faith or any kind of 
spirituality seriously.

Man works to save himself in the sense of building his own 
kingdom here on earth, since he considers anything supernatural as 
superstitious nonsense. Evolution has taught them that everything 
operates the same way in the environment as it did millions of years 
ago.

This view pervades all aspects of our culture: the science 
community, the schools, the media, the mainline political
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establishment, entertainment, business, health professions, the 
courts, and many if not most of the mainline Protestant churches in 
so-called "Christian" nations. Liberal theology discounts the 
supernatural aspect of all Scripture calling them myths or 
embellished traditions and accretions. Even among Jewish communities 
in Israel there is little adherence to belief in the Scriptures and 
any attempt to live and worship accordingly.

Moral Degradation: when the high standards of human behavior as 
delineated in Scripture are ignored and/or willfully cast aside, then
the best moral compass is cast aside and each person decides their 
own values. There is no respect or fear of a Holy God, or righteous 
judgment for human action.

In II Timothy 3:1-7, Paul describes the attitudes and behavior 
of such Godless people:

"Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy; 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, 
heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
having a form of godliness, but denying the Power thereof: from such,
turn away..."

And this is a description of Christian nations that have 
embraced humanism, having a form of religion but denying the power of
God. A few comments on the described characteristics:

1. Self-lovers: the messages of self-improvement, good self-
image, self-realization and so on...

2. Covetous: the messages of success measured in acquisition of 
possessions; the importance and potential of prosperity, life's 
highest goal.

3. The ultimate goal of life, do whatever it takes so you can be
"proud" of yourself.

4. Blasphemy: common and vulgar use of the names of God and of 
Jesus Christ, even in all the varieties of entertainment as well as 
the cursing and vanity of common unbelievers.

5. Disobedient children - feeling free to try every kind of evil
and sin: drugs, sex, drunkenness, immorality of every description. 
The obedient child is rare.

6. Unthankful: even among affluent Christians, how many consider
their blessings as God-given - and how many consider their 
responsibility to share their prosperity with others?

7. Unholy - who seeks to be righteous these days? The Word is 
out of use. Fitting in with the world's values is the choice of 
lifestyle.

8. Without natural affection: in general, abortion shows the 
lack of natural affection of mother for child. Homosexuality shows 
the choice to reject the plan of God for marriage and family.
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9. Truce-breakers: promises are readily broken, treaties between
nations, contracts, all are broken at will. Litigation is going 
through the roof as a result. A person's character based on their 
word, honesty, and responsibility are mostly wiped out.

10. False accusers: slander, libel, malicious gossip, mud-
slinging (spoken and printed) - every day.

11. Incontinent: meaning not restraining oneself from excesses. 
Whatever sins tempt someone, they are unable or unwilling to resist. 
This includes all kinds of immorality - lying, cheating, stealing, 
drugs, alcohol, promiscuity, infidelity, etc.

12. Fierce: physical brutality. Abuse of all types – violent 
crimes, murder, abortion, terrorism, hate crimes, etc.

13. Despisers of those that are good: the denial of even the 
concept of sin and all standards of moral behavior. The banning of 
the 10 Commandments, and the rejection of all those that oppose them 
by standing for the Commandments. Christians are considered backward 
fundamentalists, close-minded, and intolerant.

14. Traitors: in politics or any other relationships. Loyalty is
almost a lost concept, much less valued in today's society.

15. Heady: willful and hard-headed, disregarding all others' 
rights or feelings. One's choices are based only on what one wants.

16. High-minded: Proud, puffed up, thinking themselves above 
others for any reason. Putting others down routinely in personal 
conceit.

17. Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God: The declining 
church attendance reveals the obvious fact that the majority of 
people make choices of following their own pleasure, rather than 
choosing to be loyal to the gathering together of believers to 
worship God, and supporting and encouraging the brethren. This has 
been an observed worsening trend in most "Christian" developed 
nations.

18. Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 
The form of Christianity without the Spirit, even to denying the 
supernatural aspects of creation and the works of God in the Old 
Testament and Christ in the New Testament.

19. Ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth. This suggests the educational systems that base knowledge on 
pseudo-science, and theories that are taught as fact. All 
considerations deny God as having any part in creation or as a 
present force in the world.

It may also be observed that in our day, the amount and value 
and pursuit of information is multiplied by the internet. The 
gathering of information has become the highest value in itself. 
God's Truth is not even sought but disregarded as having no current 
value. God's Truth is universal and eternal. All this "knowledge" is 
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constantly changing.
These descriptions have always been present but now seem more 

common and widespread, and ever increasing over our lifetimes. All 
are clear signs of the rejection of God and His Christ.

In the letter of James 5:1-8, he describes unrest, the conflict 
between the rich and the poor, between the laborers and managers, 
masters and slaves. There was condemnation, and persecution of the 
just. This has been observed by the Industrial Revolution's 
exploitation of labor, the slave plantations, the resulting French 
Revolution, the U.S. Civil War, communist revolutions in Russia, 
China, etc. There are also those who gained great fortunes from the 
wars. This system of exploitation was based on Social Darwinism - 
survival of the fittest without God.

James advises patience unto the drawing nigh of the coming of 
the Lord. I John 2:18 warns of the coming Anti-Christ, and that many 
will come like him, thereby showing that it is the last time. Jude 
writes about workers in the last time, who would walk after their own
ungodly lusts, sensual, having not the Spirit (Jude 17-19).

The designation Anti-Christ means against Christ, indicating 
those that would supplant or take the place of Christ in peoples' 
belief, following the leadership of a man and not God and His Son. 
They also cause divisions and separations among denominations and 
churches and believers. There have also been cults that took a 
variant view of Who Christ is and what truth is, taking what they 
want from Scripture and disregarding the rest.

Usually a charismatic leader completely dominates their 
followers. Many tragedies have taken place. These have not been seen 
before in the history of the Christian Church. Surely another sign of
the end. Christ is coming soon.

What Daniel wrote in Daniel 12:4 - "Many shall run to a fro, and
knowledge shall be increased." In the past 100 years, man has gone 
from horse, to steam, the car, and airplanes at supersonic speeds. 
Knowledge shall be increased - indicating the vast increases in 
scientific study - radio, tv, electrical appliances, robotic 
manufacturing, nuclear power, computers, radar, microchips, space 
travel, and probes on Mars, research into DNA genomes, organ 
transplants, etc. Things that no one could have ever even imagined 
100 years ago. Also, developments in weapons of mass destruction as 
never before, chemical, biological, and nuclear.

In Luke 21:10-11, Jesus told His disciples just before His 
ascension about the signs of His Second Coming. Nation against 
nation, kingdom against kingdom - a multi-nation conflict; then great
earthquakes, pestilences, and fearful signs and great signs from 
heaven. All of these have been recorded since the time of these 
prophecies, increasing in frequency and intensity; they are described
as birth pangs of the earth, to increase until Christ's coming. We 
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are living 2,000 years later, with an unknown period yet remaining, 
but that much closer to the Rapture. Even so, come Lord Jesus!



Creation and the Second Coming of Christ - Part II
T.O.D. Johnston

Middle East Conflict
There are various nations in the world whose religions are based

on some form of God in nature called pantheism: Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Taoism, Shinto, Animism. Some included belief in many gods 
representing various forces of nature and heavenly bodies. None of 
the systems include a Creator, a personal transcendent God.

Three religions are basically monotheistic, accepting a Creator 
God: Christians, Muslims, and Jews. The official home of the Jews is 
Israel, though there are Jews all over the world. Europe, the 
Americas, Australia, new Zealand, and South Africa are at least 
nominally Christian nations. Islam is the religion of the Middle 
East, as well as North and East Africa, Indonesia, and parts of 
central Asia.

The greatest turmoil is in the Middle East involving Muslims 
against Jews. This area is the center of most of Biblical (Old and 
New Testament) history. All the nations but Israel are Muslim. The 
greatest hatred comes from religious leaders of Islam, and militant 
fanatics who strike out against Israel. This will only get worse.

The 18 Muslim nations there: Afghanistan, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, 
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, North and South Yemen, 
Palestinian settlements in Israel with the P.L.O. pushing for a 
separate nation of Palestine.

Several of the republics of the former Soviet Union are also 
largely Muslim. There have been repeated conflicts within these 
nations. Iraq against Iran, then Iraq against Kuwait, leading to the 
Gulf War.

Iraq under Saddam Hussein considered itself the strongest Muslim
nation. He apparently wanted to become the leader of all Muslim 
nations. Hussein considered himself the second Nebuchadnez'zar, the 
ruler of the ancient empire of Babylon.

Baghdad was close to the ruins of that ancient city, which 
Hussein had begun rebuilding in 1971. Many Biblical prophecies 
mention Babylon as part of the end times world government and 
religion. His role has ended with his life. Now that Iraq is no 
longer in the running for world domination, Iran seems to have taken 
up the cause for Muslim supremacy.

What other nations will align themselves with Iran is yet to be 
seen, though there are strong ties with parts of the former Soviet 
Union and Russia. Some claim that up to 40% of the former U.S.S.R. 
population consists of ethnic Muslims. There is no way of measuring 
how many are devout believers.

Muslims against Jews
Both groups trace their heritage back to Abraham. The Jews 

through Isaac, Moses, and David. The Muslims through Ishmael as
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revealed by the prophet Mohammed around 600 A.D. Their God is Allah, 
distant but almighty in judgment. To the Jews, Jehovah or Yahweh is 
loving and redeeming.

The Bible records from the time of Abraham, the coming hatred of
the descendants of Ishmael against those of Isaac. This was 
prophesied by David's musician Asaph in the 83rd Psalm where a 
confederacy of nations surround Israel: "They have said, Come, and 
let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may 
be no more in remembrance." (Psalms 84:4.)

They are listed as those nations immediately around Israel 
during David's time, but represent the same areas today, though their
names have changed. Israel's ancient enemies are the direct ancestors
of their modern enemies. Israel still has prevailed in one war after 
another with their neighbors: Jordan, Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Iraq, 
Lebanon. It appears that all these nations plus Iran and Turkey 
continue to build up their armies and munitions for an eventual 
assault against the tiny country of Israel. Russia seems to be the 
greatest supplier of arms, with North Korea, China, Germany, and 
France joining in.

The Gog and Magog Prophecy of Ezekiel (chapter 3:38,39). This 
included the future return of Jews to their promised land after 
almost 2,000 years of exile following their rejection of Christ and 
the Roman destruction and deportation of 70 A.D. and following. Only 
in 1948, the U.N. recognized Israel as a nation and it has continued,
against all opposition from its neighbors an enemies ever since. 
Unfortunately a large percent of the returned population, though 
Jewish, could not be described as devout in their religious views or 
practices. Then comes the great invasion in the latter days - a 
confederacy of nations invades against the mountain of Israel.

The leader is Gog of the land of Magog; the chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal (or prince of Rosh). This designation is thought to
refer to the Rus, or people of Russia. It is believed that the cities
of Moscow and Tobolsk were named after Meschech and Tubal, sons of 
Japheth (son of Noah). They were far to the north of Israel. Along 
also will be Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya among others. This would 
include the modern nations of Iraq and Iran from ancient Persia. 
Turkey is also among the invading nations.

Ezekiel's description of the invasion (38). He had to describe 
what he saw in his vision according to what he knew - horses, swords,
storm clouds, all sorts of armor, bucklers and shields, a great 
company ascending like a storm, a cloud to cover the land. This 
suggests a tremendous force - both on land and in the air.

Some nations will protest but it will be too late - the surprise
attack is too quick. Neither Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman or U.A.E. were part of the invaders. It has been 
suggested that the "young lions" refer to the colonies of Britain
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from the reference to Tyre and Sidon, being the sea-faring cities 
that spread across the Mediterranean as far as Spain and Britain. 
That includes the U.S. and Australia, who will also protest. The 
nation of Israel will be vulnerable, not having walled villages, 
being at rest, having neither bars nor gates.

There must be a prerequisite period of calm and safety. America 
and Britain must also have a few troops there. Israel will also be 
feeling reasonably safe. When the invasion comes, God will intervene.
There will be great shaking in the land of Israel. "...the mountains 
shall be thrown down...Every man's sword shall be against his 
brother...Upon the many people with him, an overflowing rain, great 
hailstones, fire and brimstone." (Ezekiel 38:19-22.)

Only 1/6 will survive. It will take 7 months for the dead to be 
buried (Ezekiel 39:2,11,14). It will take 7 years to burn all the 
military debris left by the armies. This may also be the 7 year 
period of the Great Tribulation. This will bring the nation of Israel
to realize the hand of God in their deliverance, but the end is not 
yet.

Amazing Rebirth of Israel
Of all the nations of that region 4,000 years ago, Israel is the

only one that is still in existence. This is one of the most 
important signs that had to take place before Christ returns. For 
over 1,800 years they were dispersed among other nations. Nothing 
like their return has taken place in all of human history - yet it 
was predicted in the Bible. The promise first made to Abraham 4,000 
years ago, that he would give rise to a great nation, them that bless
them will be blessed, them that curse them shall be cursed, and in 
them shall all the nations of the earth be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3).

Israel was to record God's Word and prepare for the Promised 
Savior to come. The territory was to be from the Nile to the 
Euphrates (Genesis 15:18). This was only temporarily accomplished 
during the time of David and Solomon but will ultimately be fulfilled
during the Millennium of Christ.

The history of Israel shows a recurring turning away and 
judgment of Israel, then a return to faithfulness and blessing in 
their land. This was to happen one final time. Though they had been 
dispersed to nearly every nation on Earth from the Roman Invasion and
destruction after 70 A.D. God promised not to destroy them utterly, 
though millions were killed and they were widely hated even among 
Christian nations. God's covenant with Abraham and each succeeding 
generation was a covenant forever.

Leviticus 26:42
Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my 

covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my
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covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land.

Numbers 23:19
God is not a man, that He should lie...Hath He said, and shall 

He not do it? Or hath He spoken and shall He not make it good?

Deuteronomy 30:3,5
The Lord thy God will turn thy captivity...and gather thee from 

all the nations, whither the Lord they God hath scattered thee...And 
the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers 
possessed, and thou shalt possess it.

Isaiah speaks of this long exile (not that in Babylon) that is 
followed by the final return (Isaiah 11:11,12; Hosea 3:4,5) in the 
latter days.

Their ultimate restoration as God's chosen nation only takes 
place when they repent and turn to Christ. After the Great 
Tribulation, also called the Time of Jacob's Trouble as prophesied in
Jeremiah 30:7, they will recognize Christ as their Messiah, Savior, 
and King.

Zechariah describes this in detail (12-14). And I will pour upon
the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit 
of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his 
only son...In that day, there shall be a fountain opened to the house
of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for 
uncleanness...And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that 
day shall there be one Lord, and His Name One.

The Sign of the Fig Tree (Matthew 21:18-20). This history of fig
trees goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve 
used fig leaves to hide their shame. Those fig leaves would have 
quickly withered away. The fig tree had full foliage but no fruit. 
This symbolized the nation of Israel of that day. There was an 
outward show, superficial and shallow. It was unable to provide the 
spiritual fruit to sustain the people.

This set the stage for the rejecting of the Messiah. The parable
in Luke 13:6,7 mentions the fig tree that didn't bear fruit and was 
threatened with being cut down. Israel, as the unfruitful tree, was 
cut down by the Roman army less than a generation later. Then the 
Jews were oppressed in almost every nation they ended up in.

After 2,000 years, the fig tree is budding again. Matthew 24:32-
33. When the branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, even at the doors.

The Jews were prophesied to return in unbelief, no fruit. The 
nation is putting forth leaves. The budding began after World War I. 
The designation Palestine was the name the Romans used when they
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deported the Jews. It was named after the Philistines - who earlier 
inhabited the sea coast. The nation has become strong, productive, 
and increased agrarian productivity. The fig tree is budding; the 
summer must be near. But there will be one more period of great 
persecution.

The prophecies:
Jeremiah 30:7 - Alas! For that day is great, so that none is 

like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be 
saved out of it.

Daniel 12:1 - And at that time...there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same
time; and at that time, thy people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found written in the book.

Matthew 24:21 - For then shall be great tribulation, such as was
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no nor ever shall 
be.

The majority of the Jews in Israel are not religious at all - 
not believing in a personal God, active in their lives today. 
Prophecies predict that as a result of the miraculous deliverance 
from the Russians and their allies when they invade northern Israel, 
the majority will be persuaded to return to belief in the God of 
their fathers.

Jesus also predicted that Jerusalem would be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled (Luke 21:24). 
Though Jerusalem is mostly under Jewish control, the most important 
area, where their Temple was, is the site of the Dome of the Rock 
Moslem mosque. Jews are not allowed. Their government fears what 
would happen if they took over. Only the Great Tribulation will 
change this situation.

Revelation 7:4-8 describes the 144,000 servants of God (12,000 
from each tribe) raised up to bear witness to their brethren during 
the tribulation, heralding the Second Coming of the Savior and 
Messiah to Israel. This prepares the way for the conversion of the 
whole nation. It is described as a new creative work of the Almighty 
God.

Psalms 102:16,18 -
When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His 

glory...This shall be written for the generation to come: and the
 people which shall be created shall praise the Lord.
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Back to Babel

Next to Jerusalem, Babylon is the most frequently recorded city 
in the Bible, beginning at Babel.

Jerusalem, the Holy City, is where the redeemed will dwell 
forever, to be made new.

Babylon is the opposite: "the mother of harlots and abominations
of the earth." (Revelation 17:5.) After the fall of the Babylonian 
empire, the city was destroyed but has been inhabited to some extent 
and was in reconstruction under Saddam Hussein. In Revelation, John 
is shown the city: "that great city, which reigneth over the kings of
the earth" ... "clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and 
decked with gold, and precious stones and pearls." Revelation 17:18; 
18:16. But it will be destroyed utterly by fire, and shall be found 
no more at all.

Hussein's plans were to restore the symbol of the Babylonian 
Empire under Nebuchadnez'zar. His ultimate dream was to unite all 
Arabs under himself as the new Emperor of the entire Muslim world. 
None of his plans were successful. Babylon is still there, 55 miles 
south of Baghdad, and substantially complete.

After the destruction of the Russian and Moslem states coalition
against Israel, there will be a power vacuum in the Middle East. Oil 
will still be immensely valuable to developed nations. Western Europe
(the E.U.) is the predicted power bloc. Some have called it the 
Revived Roman Empire. All western  nations have a Roman style legal 
system, some form of representative democracy, military, and 
governmental institutions. This has been extended to the colonies of 
those nations such as Australia and America.

The implication is that the Antichrist will become leader of the
configuration of nations and appropriate the rebuilt city of Babylon 
for his capital. This is the central location of the global empire he
assumes control over: finance, transportation, communication, and 
political power. This would be the predicted "one world government". 
This will last for 3 and 1/2 years. Any needed construction can be 
done quickly, and set up to be the center of wealth, commerce, power,
propaganda, ungodliness, and immorality.

The Beast (named in Daniel and Revelation) that man of sin... 
The son of perdition, may be alive today, waiting for the proper 
time. He will be possessed by satan to rule this totally 
materialistic and ungodly empire.

The new age movement is part of this. It includes belief in 
evolution and a utopian "one world government", as well as occult 
religion and philosophy. It is all based on evolutionary humanism. 
This movement teaches people to become one with universal
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consciousness, to be as gods, deciders of their own destinies, to 
believe in evolved humanity. It will also lead people to follow the 
charismatic leader of the world - the Anti-Christ who would lead the 
world into one world utopian global government and religion.

The movement also includes such cults as witchcraft, astrology, 
spiritism, satanism, worship of Gaia the earth mother, and scientists
that believe in alien intelligence. All reject a Creator God, the 
Incarnation of Jesus Christ, His Sacrificial Death for sin, His 
resurrection and ascension to the right hand of God. Though they 
claim ideals of the brotherhood of man and universal love, they seem 
to hold great animosity toward those backward fundamentalist 
Christians, who are so "intolerant". These cults include Masons, 
Christian Science, Unity, Mormons, Unitarian, Scientology, and 
Transcendental Meditation. There are at least 100 others.

"Mystery Babylon the Great", an abomination, was more than just 
the city. It included idolatry, and immoral practices, such as 
illicit sexual behavior. These originated in the city of Babel, 
established and ruled by Nimrod. This was the source of all false 
religions and their accompanying evil practices. The pantheons of 
gods and goddesses of Greece, Rome, Egypt, Judea, and the Norse were 
similar to those of ancient Babylon.

These "deities" are the personifications of heavenly bodies 
(sun, moon, constellations) as well as forces of nature. All this has
been and continues to be counter to the true worship of God Almighty.
They also fostered many sinful, harmful, destructive practices. These
included great exploitation, slavery, abortion, promiscuity, and drug
use.

Zechariah predicts the return of the world's commerce to 
Babylon, and that it will happen in a short time. Mystery Babylon is 
described as clothed in great wealth, but drunk with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus (Revelation 17:4,6). The end is the demand of the 
Anti-Christ to be worshipped as a god. "And they worshipped the 
Dragon which gave power to the Beast." (Revelation 13:4.)

Revelation 18 describes the total destruction of the city of 
Babylon; it took place in one hour. It happens near the end of the 
great tribulation. Many will mourn. There will be the most powerful 
earthquake in history (Revelation 16:18,19), but the end will not be 
yet. "The kings of the earth and the whole world" will be gathered 
together in the great plain in Israel called Armageddon (Revelation 
16:16).

David's Final Week
Daniel chapter 9: seventy weeks (seventy sevens) are determined 

upon thy people and upon thy holy city...from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince 
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall
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be built again and the wall, even in troublous times. And after 
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
Himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary: and the end thereof shall be with a 
flood, and unto the end of the war, desolations are determined 
(verses 24-26).

There were to be 490 years till the return of the Jews to 
Israel, and 483 years from the command of Artaxerxes to rebuild 
Jerusalem (in 446 B.C.) to the coming of Messiah the prince. The 
calculated time was about 30 A.D., and Jesus was at the age of 33 
years old when the triumphal entry took place. One week later He was 
"cut off" but not for Himself.

The people of the prince yet to come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary, fulfilled in 70 A.D., for the destruction of the 
Temple, and 135 A.D. for the city. The Jews were dispersed among many
nations, and wars and desolation are determined until the end.

In the final week (7 years), the ruler that shall come shall 
confirm a covenant with many nations for one week (7 years): in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, 
even until the consummation...(Daniel 9:27).

The treaty with the coming ruler (the Anti-Christ) will allow 
the Jews to rebuild their Temple on the original sacred site and 
reestablish the ancient Jewish worship of Jehovah. The 7 year treaty 
will be broken in the middle, canceling the holy worship of God. The 
Muslim influence has been eliminated. The treaty is with the power 
bloc of Western Europe.

The treaty will be broken for the abominations to the uttermost 
extent. The ruler will demand the worship of himself - a giant statue
in the temple of God. Those who refuse shall be executed. This will 
be the ultimate blasphemy or desolation by the man of sin, the son of
perdition. His claim that he is god and must be worshipped as god. 
(II Thessalonians 2:3,4.)

Jesus confirmed this in Matthew 24:15,16,21. Verse 22 says of 
the last 3 and 1/2 years of the Great Tribulation: "Except those days
be shortened, there should no flesh be saved." Daniel 7:25 describes 
it in this way: "And he shall speak great words against the Most 
High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to 
change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a 
time, times, and the dividing of time."

The ministry of the Two Witnesses is 1260 days (3 and 1/2 years 
of 360 days each) in Revelation 11:3; they then will be killed by the
Beast, then the next 3 and 1/2 years, both adding up to the 7 years 
of Daniel's 70th week.

The first 3 and 1/2 years are described in Revelation 6-9; the 
second 3 and 1/2 years in Revelation 16-19. Revelation 10-15 gives
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the total view from beginning of creation, to the eternal state. It 
has been estimated that the time of creation to the calling of 
Abraham was 2,000 years, God dealing with all men, after Babel with 
all nations. The second period of 2,000 years, God dealt specifically
with Israel. Both groups rebelled against the Creator. God sent 
prophets to call them back to God, but they were not successful. 
After the rejection of Christ, God turned from the nations to call 
out a people for His Name (Acts 15:14), the Church of true believers 
in the Savior. This has been going on for almost 2,000 years.

In the midpoint of the first period, there was a great prophet, 
Enoch, who preached against the great wickedness of his day, and of 
the coming judgment (Jude 14,15).

 In the midpoint of the second period of 2,000 years, a great 
prophet, Elijah, who prophesied against the wickedness of Israel. 
Both of these prophets were taken to heaven without dying, the only 
two (Genesis 5:23,24; II Kings 2:11).

God always has a purpose in all that He does. He planned to send
them back to complete their ministries. Malachi 4:56 - "Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the children
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse."

In Matthew 17:11, Jesus said, "Elias truly shall come first, and
restore all things." The Baptist recognized that He came in the 
spirit and power of Elijah but was not an incarnation of Elijah. 
(Luke 1:17; John 1:21.) Revelation 11:3 - "I will give power unto my 
two witnesses, and they shall prophesy 1,260 days. Enoch to the 
Gentiles, Elijah to Israel. This will continue until they are killed 
by the Beast.

These two witnesses will call down judgments upon the earth: 
plagues, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, hail, fire, meteorites, 
great darkness. Finally demons from the pit are loosed. All are to 
warn men to flee from the wrath to come. The witnesses will be blamed
while it is God's wrath coming upon the earth.

Even while suffering is poured upon the earth, most people will 
not repent or turn from their wicked, sinful ways (Revelation 
9:20,21). Those who do repent will be cruelly persecuted by the 
others.

The 144,000 Jewish witnesses (Revelation 7:4-8) will proclaim 
their testimony after the Two Witnesses are gone, thus preparing the 
whole nation of Israel to receive Christ at His Second Coming. There 
will be a great multitude of all nations, kindreds, people and 
tongues that will come out of the great tribulation (Revelation 
7:9,14). When the two witnesses are slain (Enoch and Elijah), their 
bodies will be left in the street. After 3 and 1/2 days they will be 
raised from the dead and taken to heaven in plain sight (Revelation 
11:9,12).
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At the beginning of the 7 year treaty, the ruler called the 
Beast will allow the Jews to rebuild their temple and reinstate their
worship of Jehovah. There is a group of Orthodox Jews that have been 
making preparations for this. When the decision is made, it will be 
completed quickly. After the initial 3 and 1/2 years, the Beast will 
break the treaty, and claim to be God as the abomination of 
desolation in the temple. Then begins the persecution and execution 
of Christians, Jews, and any others that refuse to worship the image 
of the beast.

Revelation 12 describes the great red dragon (the rebel against 
God in the beginning) about to attack the woman who was about to give
birth to a man-child. This is the Genesis prophecy of the conflict 
between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. The 
conflict between the Christ and the Beast. The dragon and his angels 
are not victorious and are permanently cast out from further access 
to heaven (Revelation 12:7,8).

The false prophet will issue a decree that the Beast must be 
worshipped by everyone. There will be a giant image of the best set 
up in the Temple. He would have power to give life to the image and 
power that as many that would not worship the image would be put to 
death (Revelation 13:15).

Technology will advance to the degree that it will be known who 
follows and who deviates from the required actions. No dissent will 
be allowed. This is required to buy and sell (Revelation 13:17).

There will be great wonders shown, though they be lying wonders 
(Matthew 24:24). Deceiving into believing that he controls the world.
All those whose names are not written into the Lamb's Book of Life 
will be fooled (Revelation 13:8). But not all will agree to receive 
the mark of the beast. Those that come through the Great Tribulation 
without the mark shall hunger no more neither thirst for God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes (Revelation 7:14,16,17).

The woman in the wilderness. She fled to a place prepared by 
God, where she should survive for 3 and 1/2 years and be hid from the
serpent (Revelation 12:614). The woman is the nation of Israel who 
gave birth to Christ. Believers will have to flee quickly when the 
Anti-Christ demands worship. Jesus gave advice in Matthew 24:16-18 
for them to flee to the mountains when this sign of the Great 
Tribulation began. They will be preserved for the 3 and 1/2 years of 
the Great Tribulation. Some will survive this tribulation, and be 
ready to follow Christ after His return in glory at the coming Battle
of Armageddon.



Creation and the Second Coming of Christ - Part IV
T.O.D. Johnston

The Antichrist
Since the 1st century, Christians have found evil leaders that 

they chose to label as the Antichrist. Emperor of the Romans - Nero. 
Later the reformers so labeled the Pope, and even later Napoleon and 
Hitler and Mussolini. The most recent, Saddam Hussein. The main 
reason was their persecution of Christians and rejection of the Bible
as God's truth for all times. The Apostle John predicted that many 
Anti-Christs would arise, but only precursors of the final 
embodiment. (I John 2:18.)

The final sign will be the 7 year treaty with Israel, where they
will be permitted to rebuild their Temple and reestablish their 
traditional worship (Daniel 9:27). By that time, he must have become 
the leader of the Western nations. In the middle of the 7 years, he 
will break the treaty and show himself in the Temple of God, claiming
to be God (II Thessalonians 2:4). The Holy Spirit Who restrains him 
must be first taken out of the way. His coming will be after the 
working of satan with all power and signs and lying wonders (II 
Thessalonians 2:9).

At present, the Holy Spirit stays in this world within every 
true believe in Jesus Christ. Their presence with His hinders the 
revealing of the Man of Sin. The falling away and the taking out of 
the way happen at the same time. Then the wicked one is revealed. 
Though traditionally translated as a falling away, a more accurate 
rendering would be "separation", or "standing apart". The clearest 
understanding would then seem to be "taken out of the way".

Therefore the reference in I Thessalonians 4:13-17 points to the
Antichrist not being revealed until all believers in Christ are taken
out of the world by Jesus. This means also that his identity cannot 
be known at this time, though he may be in fact now living. His 
identity will be according to Daniel 9:26 - that of the people who 
destroyed the Temple in 90 A.D., someone from the Roman Empire. Micah
and Isaiah suggest he may be Assyrian - Isaiah 10:24; 30:31, and 
Micah 5:4,6. Other characteristics include his being a pantheistic 
evolutionist, egotistic:

"he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, 
and shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods, ... Neither
shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor 
regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. But in his 
estate shall he honor the god of forces..." (Daniel 11:36-38).

"a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences 
shall stand up. And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own 
power, and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and 
practice and shall destroy the might and the holy people. And through
his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand, and he 
shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many; 
he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be
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broken without hand (Daniel 8:23-25)."
He has a number: 666 (Revelation 13:18). The numerical 

equivalent of his name or title or both. In the New Testament 
writings each Greek letter was also used as a number - alpha = 1; 
beta = 2; and so on. To count the number of any Greek word was to add
the values of all the letters. It is not clear as to how to do this 
to a modern name, nor how to assign a numerical value to our alphabet
and count it up.

What will be obvious as his great accomplishment will be a one-
world-government economy, culture, and religion controlled by the 
creature rather than by the Creator (Romans 1:25). He will attempt to
destroy all who oppose him.

The Judgments of God (Chapter 6)
God's creation was pronounced very good (Genesis 1:31). When sin

came into that world, God imposed the judgment of decay and death. 
Romans 8:21  - the bondage of corruption - "the whole creation 
groaneth and travailed in pain together until now. Scientists have 
come to call this the second law of thermodynamics, the law of 
increasing entropy or breaking down. Though scientists universally 
acknowledge this, they reject even the idea that this can only be 
explained by the one time in the past creation was by God. Instead 
they insist on the irrational theory of evolution which proposes that
nature is progressing from simplicity to complexity and from down to 
up, from ignorance to improvement.

The principle of decay seems to be accelerating - volcanic 
activity, earthquakes, drastic weather extremes. As environments 
change, wildlife and plant life are at risk. Man has also destroyed 
habitats, species of animals, and also produced great pollution. All 
point to the ultimate destruction of the earth. Therefore Christ's 
coming must be very close.

Eleven fearful signs: many unprecedented in all of human 
history.

1. Water pollution: lakes rivers, oceans; pollution of every 
kind (i.e. sewage, toxic waste).

2. Air pollution: carbon dioxide, fluorocarbons that destroy the
protective ozone layer - changing precipitation patterns.

3. Population increase, especially in under-developed countries 
- outstripping food supplies; famines are increasing.

4. Pestilences, especially those incurable. AIDS is always 
lethal, and spreading rapidly. Mutations of old diseases are coming 
back: tuberculosis, malaria, smallpox, bubonic plague, and others.

5. Weapons of mass destruction: nuclear, biological, and 
chemical, as well as lasers, electromagnetic devices, neutron bombs, 
and things we haven't thought of yet.
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6. Soil erosion: through irrigation, city sprawl and suburb 
spread, deforestation, and carelessness. Once productive regions are 
now deserts.

7. Deforestation of rain forests: especially in the Amazon - 
unsettling ecological balance, and food chains.

8. Explosion of drug use: especially among the younger 
generation; many will be useless to society and themselves. Alcohol 
is included here.

9. Legalized abortion and homosexuality cancel the future of 
mankind. Populations in Europe are in decline. In the U.S. the 
birthrate is also declining.

10. The extinction of both animal and plant species. One or more
are becoming extinct every day. No new species have ever been 
observed to evolve. Each species gone changes the balance of nature.

11. Chemical pollution: besides those polluting of air and 
water, there are pesticides food additives, drugs, nuclear wastes, as
well as other harmful substances. Any one of these could, if 
unchecked, be capable of destroying all life on earth. Most are a 
direct result of man's sinful, selfish nature that ignores the needs 
of others and the balance of nature and global ecology. God promises 
to destroy those that destroy the earth.

Christ prophesied that the time before His Second coming would 
be like the days of Noah before the Flood. In Noah's day, wickedness 
of man was great, and all flesh had corrupted his way (Genesis 
6:5,12).

The overabundance in our day of a myriad of strange and occult 
beliefs is widely spread. There is also widespread crime, cruelty, 
immorality, dishonesty, and other gross sins of the flesh. These have
become more common than ever before possible. The internet allows for
the spread of pornography of every possible description, and places 
for pedophiles and perverts to communicate their filth. No one has 
been able to stop it.

God has promised that His eternal purpose will finally be 
completed: to make all things new (Revelation 21:5). Earth will be 
purified, the curse removed, and everything again will be "very 
good". But first the 7 year tribulation, then the Millennial Kingdom 
of Christ with His saints reigning over the earth (Revelation 20:1-
6). In the new earth: "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes,
neither shall their be death, nor sorrow, or pain ... and no more 
curse." (Revelation 21:4; 22:3.)

For this to be accomplished, "The elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up ... all these things shall be dissolved," (II Peter 
3:10,11). The new heavens and new earth will be created (Isaiah 
65:20). Those that inhabit that place will have glorified bodies, and
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with no possibility of sinning.
During the Millennium there will still be people having 

children, born in sin, with a sinful nature. The world will be at 
peace. Crime and outward sin will be outlawed. They will be offered 
the salvation through Christ. Also, there will be death, though 
longevity will be increased (up to an average of 100 years (Isaiah 
65:20). Even in the animal world, predators and carnivores
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will return to eating grain and not kill each other. (Isaiah 
11:6,7,9.)

The land areas will be interconnected. The seas will be narrow 
and shallow. There will be a relatively equal humidity everywhere - a
greenhouse effect. There will be a worldwide pleasant and warm 
climate as similar to the original days of creation before sin 
changed everything. This water vapor canopy would also filter out 
harmful rays from space which strongly hurt health and longevity. The
whole world will be habitable: no destructive weather. All animals 
will eat only plants (man also).

For the millennium, "every valley shall be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain." (Isaiah 40:4.) The system of 
rivers fed from underground springs may also be restored to be as it 
was before the flood.
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Earth-shaking

I Thessalonians 5:2,3
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh

as a thief in the night. For when they shall say. Peace and safety: 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child; and they shall not escape.

The beginning of the 70th Week of Daniel will also begin the 
Great Day of the Lord. God has permitted mankind at least 6,000 years
of testing. Will people continue in rebellion and sin against their 
Creator, or will they acknowledge God and turn from their continual 
selfishness, and self-righteousness?

Recorded history shows the results. Just to consider the 
continuous development of weapons shows the cruel and destructive 
tendencies of man. But God has appointed a time called the day of the
Lord.

Zephaniah 1:15,17,18
The great day of the Lord is near, ... That day is a day of 

wrath, a day of trouble, and distress, a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness ... And I will bring distress upon 
men, that they should walk like blind men, because they have sinned 
against the Lord: ... Neither their silver nor their gold shall be 
able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's wrath.

Joel 1:15
Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a 

destruction from the Almighty shall it come.

Isaiah 2:12,17-19
For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is

proud and lofty, ... And the haughtiness of men shall be made low: 
and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. And the idols He 
shall utterly abolish. And they shall go into the holes of the rocks,
and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the 
glory of His majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

There are many other similar references in Scripture to the day 
of the Lord. Many refer to a beginning fulfillment and a final 
fulfillment. Past judgments have been more local and specific. The 
final one will be worldwide and close man's rule of the earth. The 
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.

These judgments are completed and recorded together in the 
Revelation as the events of the Great Tribulation. The judgments of 
the first half (3 and 1/2 years) are shown in the 7 broken seals and 
the 7 trumpets (Revelation 6-9). Those of the second half (3 and 1/2 
years) are shown in the 7 vials of wrath (Revelation 15:7). One thing
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these judgments will accomplish is to reshape the earth, change the 
atmosphere, water cycle, and weather patterns to that of the world 
before the Great Flood.

God sends His two witnesses, Enoch and Elijah, to earth before 
the beginning of these judgments as heralds. They soon begin calling 
for the judgments of God to be sent down from heaven.

Revelation 11:3,6
And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 

prophesy a 1,000, 200, and 60 days, clothed in sackcloth ... These 
have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to 
smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.

This will cause great famines all over the world, the third 
seal, and the 3rd horseman of the four of the Apocalypse will come 
(Revelation 6:5,6).

As the water evaporates from the oceans into the atmosphere, 
there will be four angels in the four quarters of the earth holding 
the four winds, so that the moist air would not blow over the 
continents and bring the rain (Revelation 7:1). The moisture will 
continue to ascend into the upper atmosphere, thus restoring the 
waters above the firmament as in the preflood world. All water levels
will diminish - rivers, lakes, oceans, and ground water tables will 
sink. Great fires will result from the dryness. "The third part of 
trees was burnt up and all green grass was burnt up" (Revelation 
8:7).

Joel 1:13-20
The herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture;

for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the 
flame hath burned all the trees of the field. The beasts of the field
cry also unto thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up...

Revelation 16:8,9
The fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun: and power was

given unto him to scorch men with fire, and men were scorched with 
great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over 
these plagues: and they repented not to give Him glory.

Amos 9:5,6 describes what appears to be the melting of the great
ice caps, temporarily raising ocean levels that will destroy coastal 
areas, including great cities and ports.

"And the Lord God of hosts is He that toucheth the land, and it shall
melt, and all that dwell therein shall mourn: and it shall rise up 
wholly like a flood; and shall be drowned, as by the flood of Egypt.
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It is He that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out
upon the face of the earth: The Lord is His Name."

After the burning of Babylon, that city will be covered with 
these waters. Jeremiah 51:42: "The sea is come up upon Babylon: she 
is covered with the multitude of waves thereof." Earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions that darken the skies will increase severely. This
relates to the opening of the sixth seal.

Revelation 6:12,14
"Lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 

sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood ... And every 
mountain and island were moved out of their places."

This appears to be the sliding of the earth's crust over its 
mantle. At the same time, asteroids will drop from the skies as "the 
stars of heaven fell upon the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her 
untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind." (Revelation 
6:13.) People will acknowledge God's judgments: "The Great Day of His
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand!" (Revelation 6:17.)

Isaiah 24:19
The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard. And finally, 

the greatest shaking of all.

Revelation 16:18,20
"And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air ... And 

there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the
earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great ... And every island 
fled away, and the mountains were not found."

Haggai 2:6,7
"For thus saith the Lord of hosts: ... I will shake the heavens,

and the earth, and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all 
nations, and the desire of nations shall come."

The depths of the sea will be filled. The shifting crust will 
create voids where many waters will fill and be trapped. This will 
cause great underground reservoirs of water described as the "great 
deep" before the Great Flood.

There will be no mountains, only gentle hills. The formerly ice 
covered areas. Will be fertile plains. The former oceans will be 
gone, now only shallow and narrow seas. Springs from the restored 
fountains of the great deep will destroy deserts. The water vapor 
blanket will be restored in the atmosphere. All this changes the 
world back into the form of the beginning creation. All this prepares
for the grand kingdom age of the 1,000 year reign of Christ on the 
earth.
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The World Order of the Millennium
All those who believe in the ultimate self-improvement of man 

have a common dream. This dream is the great cooperative 
accomplishment of a one world government, economy, culture, and 
religion. The religion will include the multitudes of pantheistic 
gods, the necessary belief in evolution.

These people will accept and worship the ultimate charismatic 
world leader of all time: The Beast, the Man of Sin, the Son of 
Perdition, the Antichrist. He will be given power by that old 
serpent, the great dragon, satan, Lucifer, the devil. Many new-age 
cults and secret societies follow Lucifer in rebellion against God, 
believing he will rule the earth, and they will share his rule. It 
will neither prevail for long, nor survive.

Directed by the devil, the Beast and the False Prophet will 
cause all the armies of the world to gather in the land of Israel, 
specifically a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. These 
armies will be lead into the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty. (Revelation 14:16.) The returning Christ and His saints 
come to earth. He will slay His enemies simply by His Word: "Out of 
His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the 
nations." (Revelation 19:15.)

Isaiah 11:4
He shall smite the earth with the word of His mouth, and with 

the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked.

II Thessalonians 2:8
And then shall that wicked one be revealed, whom the Lord shall 

consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the 
brightness of His coming.

Revelation 19:20; 20:2,3
And the Beast was taken, and with him the False Prophet..., 

These both were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with 
brimstone... And he laid hold onto the dragon, and that old serpent, 
which is the devil, and satan, and bound him a thousand years, and 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and et a seal upon
him, that he should deceive the nation no more, till the thousand 
years should be fulfilled.

The spirits of those killed, like those that die outside of 
Christ, descend into the great pit of Hades in the heart of the 
earth. Their bodies will be consumed by a great multitude of carrion 
birds. (Revelation 19:17,18,21.)

Those remaining alive that took the mark of the beast will be 
cast into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels 
(Revelation 19:9-11; Matthew 25:41), where the Beast and the False
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Prophet precede them.
Those that remain alive who avoided the mark of the beast, who 

escaped into the uninhabited places, in mountains, and caves, and 
deserts. Many will be believers who help each other to survive the 
times of persecution and upheaval.

Zechariah 14:16
Everyone that is left of all the nations which came against 

Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the
Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.

The capital of the world will be Jerusalem. Jesus will establish
a great kingdom of peace and righteousness on the earth that will 
last 1,000 years; the law and the word of the Lord will go out from 
Jerusalem. He will rule with a rod of iron. All those taking part, 
both Jew and Gentile, will be born again through faith in Christ, 
Savior and Lord. Their minds will be cleansed from all the former 
false teachings of fallen men. The environment will be renewed, in 
harmony and health. This will bring longer life and greater 
productivity.

All scientific activity will be centered in honoring God and His
creation. All things will be developed in only positive ways, 
upbuilding and helpful. New generations will be born and will 
participate in this beneficial society.

Apparently, animal sacrifices will be reinstated. As before the 
incarnation and sacrifice of Jesus, these sacrifices pointed forward 
to that time and sacrifice. Then in the future these sacrifices will 
point backward to the sacrifice of Christ, the shedding of blood, the
giving up of life for others.

This will be especially necessary for the new generations that 
never experienced life in a sinful and destructive world. They must 
be taught of the necessity of sacrifice of the innocent to pay for 
the price of the guilty. This is the lesson and example that should 
lead to understanding and acceptance of the sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross. These will still be born sinful, and need salvation through 
Christ.

From the Temple will flow pure waters into great streams - one 
into the Mediterranean, one into the Dead Sea. These pure waters will
heal their waters, now fresh and supporting an abundance of the 
appropriate animal and plant life. This suggests that all waters will
become pure and fresh again, as it was before the Flood.

God's standards of righteousness will be taught and enforced, 
because of the people's sinful nature as well as their remoteness 
from the great changes of human history. However, some will begin to 
rebel and test their restraints, wanting to try their sinful wings, 
to follow their sinful natures.

At the end of the 1,000 years, satan will be released one more
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time to lead those who have chosen to go their own way, rejecting 
God, His ways and His Christ. Satan will deceive those in all 
nations, in the four quarters of the earth, to again battle God and 
His Christ. The number is described as the sand of the sea 
(Revelation).

Man's sinful nature will lead so many to choose their own way, 
in spite of the renewed environment, easy life, and prosperity, the 
reign of Jesus in righteousness and purity, and truth. Those who 
rebel follow the lead of satan, as if they could defeat God Almighty.
But their end is certain and their destination final.



Creation and the Second Coming of Christ - Part VI
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The Holy City

The Last Judgment and the Lake of Fire.

The final rebelling at the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ
will cause God to make an end of sins, reconciliation for iniquity, 
and bring in everlasting righteousness (Daniel 9:24).

When satan leads an innumerable host to compass the holy city, 
"fire came down from God from out of heaven and devoured them" 
(Revelation 20:9). "In that day, the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also, and the works that are therein shall be burned up" (I Peter 
3:10). The curse of decay must be erased from the elements.

The devil will be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone to be
tormented day and night forever (Revelation 20:10). This place is far
away from the earth. That which takes place there will be 
disintegration with no possibility of restoration. It could be a 
distant star (a great lake of fire). All unsaved people as well as 
the devil and his fellow fallen angels will dwell there for eternity.

This will take place after the great Judgment Day when the dead,
small and great, shall stand before God. Hades will be emptied. The 
first death was the death of their bodies. They will be revived to 
stand before God, if they have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation (John 5:29). This is known as the Great White Throne 
Judgment. People will be judged according to what things were written
in the books, their works (Revelation 20:12).

Whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life was cast 
into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15). This book only contains the
names of those that have accepted the gift of salvation in Jesus. 
This latter group will have been resurrected 1,000 years earlier in 
the first resurrection (Revelation 20:4,5).

Those at the Great White Throne will be judged by works. They 
will suffer according to their degree of guilt, in relation to their 
deeds, according to the amount of light they saw and rejected. The 
condemnation will be for the rejection of God's only begotten Son 
(John 3:18).

The supreme fact of human nature: "Men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil." (John 3:19.)
The Father has committed all judgment to the Son (John 5:22). Jesus 
said more than any other Biblical character about hell.

First Resurrection
In all the descriptions of the last judgment, there is no 

mention of the saints, all those whose names were written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life. Jesus had told about two resurrections: the 
resurrection of life and the resurrection of damnation. It is now
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obvious that there will be 1,000 years between the two. The first 
before the tribulation, the second at the end of the millennium.

Revelation 20:5,6 -
"But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with Him a Thousand years."

The first resurrection will involve stages: Christ the first 
fruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming - those that 
have believed in the church age. Christ's Spirit, after the death on 
the cross, descended into Hades to declare His victory to the 
rebellious spirits imprisoned (I Peter 3:18). Then when He ascended 
and glorified His physical body, He led captivity captive, and just 
so also afterward the spirits of the righteous spirits were raised 
with Him and then ascended far above all heavens to the throne of God
(Ephesians 4:10). Many appeared in Jerusalem, a testimony to the 
reality of Christ's resurrection.

When Mary Magdalene saw the risen Christ, He told her not to 
touch Him because He hadn't yet ascended to the Father. Then the 
first ascension where He took the resurrected saints with Him, only 
for that purpose. He then returned to earth to appear and continue 
teaching the disciples for 40 days (Acts 1:1-3).

When He again ascended into heaven and left with them the 
promise of His coming again in like manner, He also left the 
instructions to spread His Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth
(Acts 1:8).

I Thessalonians 4:14-17 -
"If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not preceded them which are asleep. For 
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the air, to meet the Lord in the 
clouds: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

I Corinthians 15:51-53 -
"We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed. In a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: ... For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality."
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I John 3:2 -
"It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He 
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."

Imminence
Though Paul died before Christ's return, but he looked for His 

appearing. James also in 5:8 - "Be ye also patient, stablish your 
hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth night."

Titus 2:12,13 -
"Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 

the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ."

Mark 13:32-33 -
"But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed, 
watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is."

Jesus warned us many times to be watchful, that His return will 
be without warning, imminent! We are to abide in Him so we may have 
confidence and not be ashamed at His coming (I John 2:28).

His coming for all Christians in the air, the Rapture, does not 
require any specific end time events. His return to the earth does 
follow the specifics of the gathering in the valley of Megiddo.

Matthew 24:30 -
"And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven: and then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."

After the Rapture comes the Great Tribulation - the time of 
wrath and destruction upon the world in conflict with God. There will
be many saved during the Tribulation; they will suffer persecution by
the ungodly. Every generation of believers have had persecution and 
suffering (some more than others).

These people were unbelievers before and after the Rapture, but 
do come to faith in Christ. They will have to live through the 
Tribulation only because they did not choose faith in Jesus before 
it. They will be thankful for this opportunity.

As the church of true believers will be removed from the earth 
by the power of the Holy Spirit who indwells all believers, so also 
will the Holy Spirit remove its restraining influence over evil.

II Thessalonians 2:78 -
When the Holy Spirit "be taken out of the way ... Then shall 

that Wicked One be revealed." The great worldwide confusion of the



4
Creation and the Second Coming of Christ - Part VI continued

Rapture may be the perfect opportunity for the Man of Sin to come 
forward to satisfy that confusion by some logical or reasonable 
explanation for such a unique event. The world will demand some 
explanation that will in effect draw people together in support of 
the one who can satisfy this need. It is to this world Enoch and 
Elijah will come to witness.

The Meeting in the Air
The greatest event to come for believers is the same as the one 

mentioned by Paul and John and every generation since. The meeting in
the air of Christ with all His saints. Those dead in Christ first, 
then those which are still alive.

Jesus said: "Watch yet therefore, and pray always, that ye be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of man" (Luke 21:36). All shall have 
glorified bodies, those that died before us as well as those still 
alive: a glorious reunion.

One of the possible explanations given for the sudden 
disappearance of so many people all over the world will be alien 
spacecraft. Science fiction books, TV series, and movies have 
prepared the world for such an explanation. For more than 30 years, 
works of science fiction have become much more numerous and more 
realistically portrayed. Whatever explanation is given for the 
Rapture, however, most people will accept any - except the truth 
clearly prophesied in Holy Scripture.

Jesus had promised (in John 14:3) - "I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." The 
place is the Holy City of the New Jerusalem which will come down to 
the new earth after the Millennium.

As it is now, it is where Jesus sits at the right hand of the 
Father, ever making intercession for His own. It is the paradise of 
the third heaven. This is also where the glorified Old Testament 
saints have been since the resurrection of Christ. Also the spirits 
of those now "dead in Christ" are awaiting the glorification of their
own bodies. They are clothed in a celestial covering at rest. To be 
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. (II Corinthians 
5:8.)

All Christians will face a judgment - but only for rewards. "If 
any man's work abide ... He shall receive a reward. If any man's work
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved;
yet so as by fire." (I Corinthians 3:14,15.) The highest hope is to 
hear Christ say "Well done, thou good and faithful servant. (Matthew 
25:21.)
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The Last Generation?
In spite of Christ's warning against trying to set dates and 

calculating the time of His coming, many have tried. They have all 
been wrong. Ancient rabbis taught that there would be 6,000 years of 
history to correspond with the 6 days of creation, the seventh 1,000 
year the time of universal peace and righteousness, the Sabbath Year.
Many believe that II Peter 3:8 confirms this, as he wrote that "one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one 
day." One interpretation suggests that Peter is referring to what God
can do in one day men said would take a thousand years.

On the other hand, there were about 2,000 years from Abraham to 
Christ and 2,000 years from Christ to the present. Also, 2,000 years 
from Adam to Abraham. Calculations of the date of creation vary from 
3,500 B.C. to 2,000 B.C.

The seeming paradox of this situation and the resulting 
speculation Peter predicted.

II Peter 3:3,4 -
"There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts, And saying: Where is the promise of His coming? For since the 
fathers slept, all things continue as they were from the beginning of
creation."

Though nearly 2,000 years have passed since Peter wrote he adds 
in II Peter 3:9 that "the Lord is not slack concerning His promise 
but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance."

Luke 14:22,23 -
"We are now the ones to go out into the highways and the hedges and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled"

Matthew 24:14 -
"This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations: and then shall the end come."

The generation that sees the specified signs of His coming (the 
wars, famines and pestilences and earthquakes, and also the budding 
of the Israeli 'fig tree' as well as the worldwide proclamation of 
the Gospel) and the terrifying events of the tribulation will not 
pass away until they see His return to earth in great power and 
glory. If the first World War was the first sign (the beginning of 
sorrows), those of that generation would now be in their nineties. 
That generation is soon to pass away. This is a guess, but certainly 
points to the lateness of the times.
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All Ages

Chronological order of events from Scripture

Downward trends of today will increase - morally, spiritually, 
economically, politically. At the same time, technology and science 
will become more widespread. Evolutionary style education will also.

The world of Islam and the Middle East will be in turmoil. This 
will finally boil over, and then Russia and its allies will invade 
Israel. God will intervene from heaven, awakening Israel to God's 
providence.

European and additional western nations will unite under one 
leader, who will set up his capital in Babylon. They will make an 
alliance with Israel. This will include rebuilding the Temple and 
reestablishing their traditional worship. This will begin the seven 
year tribulation, the 70th week of Daniel.

Before this, at a time known only to the Father, will be the 
Rapture. Then the Great Tribulation, God's judgments on earth, 
shortened by His glorious appearing to destroy the Beast and his 
armies at Armageddon in northern Israel. Then will Christ set up His 
millennial kingdom on earth, the capital being at Jerusalem. The 
saints will reign with Christ for 1,000 years. Peace and 
righteousness will prevail. Then satan is released for one last 
opportunity for rebellion against God.

Then the earth will be burned up and made new again. Then the 
judgment of the dead - the devil and all unsaved people, with all the
fallen angels will be sent to the distant lake of fire.

Revelation 21:1-3 -
"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I hear a great voice
out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people and God Himself
shall be with them and be their God."

From the throne will flow a river of pure water, on the banks 
will be trees of life bearing leaves for health and a different fruit
every month. Christ will also be present with the Father, flooding 
the city continually with light - no night will be there. The sun, 
moon, and stars will remain but will not be needed for light.

The city is a giant cube about 1,380 miles long, wide, and high,
extending into the atmosphere and the base covering an area about 
half of the U.S. We may assume streets going vertically as well as 
horizontally. Our glorified bodies able to move rapidly in any
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direction. There will be plenty of room for all. Also it is possible 
that people will be called upon to explore the far reaches of the 
created universe.

Idleness will be no part of our serving the Lord. There will be 
a life of purpose and service. What we have performed in our service 
to Him in this life will determine our responsibility there.

Revelation 22:4,5 -
"There will be no evil: hatred, jealousy, hypocrisy, or deceit. The 
curse will have been removed. God shall wipe away all tears, no 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, or pain: the former things are 
passed away. He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new."

We may also assume that we will continue to study and learn of 
creation and human history. We will be blessed by being in the 
presence of our Savior, to be able to thank and worship Him for 
eternity, and the Father also Who sent Him.

I Corinthians 2:9 -
"As it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him."

Ephesians 2:7 -
"In the ages to come, He will show the exceeding riches of His grace 
in His kindness toward us through Jesus Christ."

Ephesians 3:20,21 -
"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto Him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen!"
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